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To the Chriftian 
Reader. 

N thefe eviU and fsr'tUotte 
times, God hath not lift us 
without fome choice mercies. 
^. Our Jinnes afaund , and his 
mercies fuper abounds ^Mf&etld might 
juftlj havefpoten jfaiifc mrM'sfdeatha- 
g&inftus, which ofvtdh: did dgtin ft the' 
Reives ; I have tak£n :a'yv^pi'y peace 
from this peopie,tovingVihdne(re,and 
mercies , which had he puSedfrom «?, 
we had had can fe enough to mourns with 
Rachel, and to refufe comfort, for all our 
bdfpincjfelyes wrapt up in pe&cv y \oving 
kltidnefle and mercy. But God is yet 
good unto Ifrael, he commands delve, fty.7 J- 1 
ranees for Jacob, he over-rules all the ^ As .i 
powers of 'darkneffc , And tells lbs Jmtom ^^-"> < 
■7 ^ . . _g L^-— 



"« 



'«»* 



itn,j 



Efay 2tf< 



zo. 



Efo.4 j.z. 



Efay 41. 
10,1 1. 



To the Reader. 



I 



/ 



L. 



of Belial, {men of corrupt mindes and 
cur fed prafttfes)that they (hall proceed 
no further, but that their folly (hall be 
manifeft unto all. He makes all enemies, 
all devills, allcrtatures, to further his 
owne glory , and the good of his peculiar 
people. When times are naught and dan- 
gerous Jhe faith, Come my people, enter 
into thy chambers,and (hut thy doores 
about thee, hide thy fclfe as it were 
for a little momentum the indignation 
be over- pad. If troubles threaten life, he 
faith , When thou pafleft through the 
waters I will be with thee,and through 
the rivers they (hill not overflow thee, 
when thou walked through the fire, 
thou (halt not be burnt, neither (hall 
the flames kindle upon thee j for I am 
the Lord thy God, &c. When enemies 
are incenfed^ feare and for roves muUi. 
plied, he faith, Feare thou not, for I 
am with thee, be not difmayed, fori 
sm thy God,I will ftrengthen thee, I 
will helpe thce,yea I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteouf- 
nctfe. Behold all they that were in- 
; cenftd againft thee, (hall be afliamed 1 
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and confounded, they (hall be as do* 
thing , and they that ftrive with thee 
(hall perilh* Such words of comfort and 
life doth Godff cake unto his. And among 
other mercies hefiirtes up the fpirtts of 
his fervants to write many precious 
truths andtraffates to further the ever* 
lafltng good of his beloved ones. If the 
botcomkflc pit be open, and fmouke ; ^ 
rife thence, to darken the ay e, andob- 
pure the way of the batnts^ Heaven air 
(b is opened , and there are lightnings % 
and voices, to enlighten thetrfpirits^and 
direii their pathes. Had ever any age 
fuch Lightnings as we have f Did ever 
any fpeake ftnee Chrift and his Apo files 
as men now fpeake i We may truely and 
fafdy fay of our Divines and Writers y 
the voice of God, and not of man : 
Such abundance of the Spirit hath God 
powrtd into fome men , that it is not they , 
but the Spirit of the Father thatfpeakes 
Jn them. 

What infinite caufe hath this age to ac- 
knowledg the unfpcakablc mercy of God in 
affording us fuch plenty offfirituall Tr&~ y 
ftatcsfuR of Divine , nece^r^ AndcQnfcv-\ 
/ A -> W> 
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ena (torching truths ^ yea precious foule- 
comjortiug, and foulc-improving truths? 
fuch whereby H ad, heart; and fottle- 
cheating errours are difcovired and pre- 
vented s fuch as foundly difference true 
grace from aS feemings and paintings. 
No time, no Nation exceeds us herein $ 
andjball toe that abound in truths be pe- 
nurious in prat fes? 

Confider Reader , whether Spiritual! 
truths he not worthy of thy cboyccfi pray- 
fes. Every "Divine truth is one of Gods 
eternall thoughts ft* s Heaven- borne, and 
heares the image oft he tnoft High. Truth 
is the glory of the whole facredtrinitie. 
Hence the Spirit is called Truth, i Job. 
5. 6. Chrifk u called Truth, Ioh. 14. 6. 
and God himfelfe stfaid to he the God 
of Truth, Deut. 32.4. Itisfo delighu 
full to him, that his eyes are ever upon 
the Truth . *fer. y . 1 * and when the onely 
wife God would have men make a pur* 
chafe Jhe counfels them to buy theTruth. 
%And is it not good counfell , it it not a 
goedpurchafe?Canyouhefiowy*urp*incs y 

or lay out your money better ? rfjo* he 
/Jtajfafinnesandtreftaffesi Truth is the 1 
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feed of a new life, of a heavenly birth, 

I James 1. 18# If you be in amy bondage, 
Truth cm make you free, John 8*32. 
If com faffed about with enemies, Truth 
canfbteld thee, Pfal.9 1 . 4. If you befall 
of filthy thoughts andlujtsi er any impu- 
rities, the Truth can fan&ifie jm, lob. 
17* 17. Ifdarkne/fe and faint neffe pofi 
fejfe your Joules^ Truths lumen & pa- 
pulumanimx, the light and life ofihe 
Joule, PfaLii9. 105. 

Let us then advance our thoughts of 
Truth, and rate it above all fublunarie 
things , and buy it though it c oft us all / it 
is no Simony 3 It is not too deare y you can- 
not overvalue Truth* It isfifier to the 
Peace of God which fajftth all under- 
ftanding : See how Godhimfelfe efiimates 
his word and truth f Pfal. 138.2. Thou 
haft magnified thy word above all thy 
Name. Whatsoever God is knowne by 
befides his word, is beneath his word. 
Take the whole Creation which is Gods 
Name in the great eft letters 9 ifs nothing 
to his word and truth. Therefore Chrift 
tells the Pb art fees, it is eafxer for heaven 
and earth topaffe, then one tittle of tta 
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■■To ;tke Reader. 

^ i 

Law tofaile. Jfthe leap Jod or Tittle i 
of the Law ^ 4e prized by God. above all ) 
the world ^ let us take heed of undervalu- 
ing the great *nd glorious Truths of the 
Gofpell, and fettle it as a Law upon our 
heart , that wee can never overprize or 
yeeldfujf/cicntpraifefor any truth. 

Men canpraife God for the blefings of 
thefield,thefeas,thewcmbe> and of their 
Jhops ; but where is the man that praifes 
God for this blepng of bleftngs , for 
Tfiith, for good Brtokes, and heavenly 
Treatifes. Menfeldomepurpofelflifiup 
their hearts and voices to heaven to prat fe 
God for the riches of knowledge befiowed 
upon them. IngoodBookes you have mans 
labour, and Gods truths. The tribute of 
thankes is due for both , that God in ah Us 
men to fo great labours y and that he con- 
vey cs fuch precious treafure through ear- 
then vtffels. David thought ithisdutie 
to praife God for Truth , Pfal. 143. 2. 
and hath left tt upon record far ourimL 
tat ion He [aw fuch excellency ^ and found 
fomuch fweet garne by Truth, that bee 
mufi breake out into praifes for it. 
R cade?, gtve over thy old wont of Qiffr 
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ting and centring mens labours. Experi- 
ence hath longfince told tbeejbat no good 
(comes that way. Now learne toturnethy 
prejudice^ unto praifes y and prove what 
will Be the fruit of honouring and prat fing 
God for Truths dtfpenfedby his fait hfull 
Servants. Let rne tell thee ^ this is a chief e 
way to keepe Truth fttll amongfl us. if 
Truths be not received with the love of 
them, and God honoured for them, pre- 
fently tfrong ddufions come, and Truth 
mufifuffer or flie. God hath midt good 
that promt fe in Jeremie, he bathrevca. 
led to us abundance of peace and truth, 
and we through ingratitude have forfei- 
ted both* Our peace is fhaken , and who 
can promt fe him felf with Hezekiah there 
/hall be peace and truth in my dayes $ 
Peace may fat le thee, but let not Truth. 
Every good Chrifiian may and jhould fay 
with the good King, there JI)a/lbe Truth 
in my dayes, if not peace and truth. I will 
fofar honcur truth, as to receive the love 
ofir. fwillhelditfajlbyfaith, hold it 
forth by praftife, praife God daily for it y 
and venture all in defence of it ^ So did 
the Mmyrs, whofe memory is fcotet^ 
A 4. unA 
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1 and whofe reward is great. It is fatfer \ 
fuffcringfor truth, thenyithttytb :yef I 
//Truth mufi (uffer or can die } better it 
is to dye with Truth then out- live it\ 

But that Truth may live 9 and wt tiva 
by truth ^ let usmagnife God much fa* 
Truth fir his word and good bookes that 
fpring thence. Some probably may fay y 
its enough topraife God for his word , 0- 
ther books are not canti { Wilt thou praife 
God fir the Sea, and be unt hank full for 
the rivers and springs ? Wilt thou lift up 
thy wyce for the great Waters, and be 
jilentfor the filver drops and fhowers ?If 
the former raine affett thee, be not in- 
gr ate full for the latter. God would have 
men to value his fe*yants y ^nd praife 
him for I heir labours. 

But they have errors in them. 
Be it fo,jhalln>c refufe to praife God for 
the Flowers and the come % becaufe there 
befomextcedsin thsgarden. } and t hi (lies 
in the field ? Prejudice not they felfe, buy y 
reads , take thy delight 5 here is a gar- 
den without weeds, a come field without 
Cockle or darnell, thorne or t hi (lie. Art 
1 /,W 2 Sir.cuc Convert. here aretruths 
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futahlcfolid, and wkolfome, thou wfieft 

feed andfeaj} without fear** 
The Author is em fffogular piety, 

inward acquaintance wftk God, sktld in 
the deceits of mens h^rts, ditto enligh- 
ten the dor fee corners of the little world, 
and to give fatisfaftio* to fiaggering 
fpirits. His wprke needs not thepmple of 
another s commendation to odor no it. 
But becaufe cuftome, not neccflity (for 
it,s truths prerogative to travaile with- 
out 4 pafport) 1 fay, becaufe Cuftomc 
caufetb Truth to crave and to carry E- 
piftlcs ComraendatoTy $ know that the 
worke is weighty , quick and fpirituaH, 
and if thine eye be Jingle in perufing it, 
thou/halt finde many preciom foulefear* 
ching, foule- quickning y and foule- enri- 
ching truths tn it > yea y be Co warned and 
aw ok end, is that thou can ft not but bleffe 
God fir the man and matter 5 unlejjethou 
bepojfelf with a dumbo devill. 

To conclude, Chriftian Reader , take 
heed of unthankfulnejfe j ffirituall mer- 
cies Jbould hav/t the quickefl andfulleft 
praifes. Such is this worke^thou forefrn- 
\ e& it not, thou contributtify fftttu»& ** 
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the birth of it • lt % s a preventing mercy. 
By it and other ; of the fame nature, God 
bath made knowledge to abound, the wa. 
ters of the Sanftuary are daily increafed 
andgrovmedeepe. Let not the waters of 
the San&tary put out the fire of the San- 
Buary. If there he no praife y there is no 
fire. Jfthy head he like a Winters Sunne 
fall of light , and heart like a Winters 
earth without fruit, feare leafi thy^ light 
end in utter darknefle, and the tree of 
knowledge deprive thee of the tree of 
life. The Lord grant thou mayefifinde 
fueh benefit by this nrorke, as that thy 
heart may be ravijhedmth Truth, and 
raifed topraife God to purpofe^ and made 
to pray \ Lord ftill fend forth thy light 
and truth , that they may leade us : 
So prayes. 



Thine in Chrift, 
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^An Introduction to the 

He knowledge of Divinitic 
is neceffary for all forts of 
mco.both to fettle and efta- 
blilh the good, and to con- 
vert and fetch in the bad, 
Godsprinciples pulldowne 
Satans falfe principles fet tip in mens heads, | 
loved and belecved with mens hearts , and 
defended by their Tongues ; whileft ftrong 
holds remaineunfhaken, the Lord Jefus is 
kept off from conquering of the Louie- 

Now Spiritual! Truths are either fuch as 
tend to enlarge the underftanding , or fuch 
as may worke chiefly uppn the affections. 
I paffe by (in this knowing age ) the firft of 
thefe, and (being among a people whofe 
hearts are hard enough ) I being with the 
latter fort: For the Vnderftanding, although 
it may literally, yet it never favingly enter- 
taines any truth , untiil the AjfiuUns be 
therewith fmittenand wroughtupon. 

I fhall therefore here piotcea«.vVtfi vsv- 
folding ofthcCe Divine piinciftas* 
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Firft,that there is one moft glorious 

Secondly ,that this God made all ma 
at firft iq Atom iq a mpft glorious eft 

Thirdly, that all mankind is n*w 
from that cftatciftto i bottomleffe gt 
fintteattdmifery. 

Fourthly,that the LordJefusChrift 
otuly means of Redemption out of t 
date. 

Fifthly, that thofe that are fayed < 
this wofcdl eftate by Chrift are veryfe 
thefe fefor are faved with much diffieu 

Sixthly* that the greateft caufe w 
many dye, and perifh in this eftate, is 

tbemfhlves: either 

x . By reafon of their bloudy Ign* 
they know not their mifery : c 

2. By reafon of tlicir C*rnallfcct 
they fecle not,thcy groane not i 
their fiime and mifery. 

5. By reafon of their C*rn*Uconf* 
they feeke to helpe themfelvesc 
their mifety by their ownedi 
whenthey^corfeeleit: or 

4. Byrea(ori(«their/i^/^>^whw 
they catch hold upon and trufi 
to the merits of Chrift too fc 
when they fee and fecle they ca 
helpe themfelves, 
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Chap. I. 

There is one moft Glorious God. 

Exodus 33. 18. 

Ibefiab ttei, Jhix mi thy Gbrj. 

His is the firft Divine 
Truth, And there are 
thefc two parts coafi- 
derableinir. - 

That there is a aid. 
2. That this God is mifiGhrims. 

I will beginne with the firft parc 4 
and prove ( omitting mawj 




TllnJib. 
I. Nat. 
Bifi. 

Rom. i. 
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phicall arguments ) that there is a 
God, a true God • for every Nation al- 
moft in the world 5 untill Chriftscom- 
ming, had a feverall God. Some wor- 
ihipptd the Sunne , fome the M$one 3 
called by Ezechiel , the gueene ef Hea- , 
a/*/*, which fome made Cakes unto>[ 
Some the whole Heavens^ as fome 
vvoi (hipped the Fire, fome the bruit 
beajls^ fome Baal, fome Moloch. The 
Romans (faith r*rr*) had 6ooo gods : 
who imprifoping the life of nature , 
su ere given up to finnes again ft nature* 
either ro worfliip I dolls of mans in- 
vention, as the ignorant : or G o D 
*nd Angels in thofe ldolls, as the 
learned did : but thefe are all falfe 
Gods. 

I am now to prove that there is one 
true Godythe being ofbeings,or the firft 
being. Although the proving of this 
point feemes needlefle , becaufe every 
man runs with the cry, and faith there 
is a God j yep few tnroughly bcleeve 
this point. Many of the children of 
Cod y who are bed able to \xrait mtt& 
hearts, becaufe they onely fcxx&j xtoevt! 
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hearts, fecle this temptation,/* there a 
God ? bitterly aflaulring them fomc- 

I times. The DwVill will I o me times un- 
dermine 4 and feeke to blow up the 
ftrongeft walls and butwarke*. The 
light of nature indeed fhewes, that 
there ts a God j but how many are 
there, tbat,by foule finnes againft their 
confeieoce i blow out and extinguilh 
abnoft all the light of Nature £ and 
hence though they dare not conclude, 
becaufe they have fome light, though 
dimme 5 yet if they faw their heart, 
they might fee it fecretly fufped, arid 
qucftion whether there be a God: but 
grant that none que ft ions this truth, 
yet we that are builders, mud not fail 
toaworke, without our mame props 
and pillars : It may appeare there- 
fore that there is a God, from thefe 

I grounds. 

Firfl^ Fr*mthe#orks0fG0d>Rom*i* 
so. when we fee a (lately houfe, al- 
though we fee not the man chat built 
k,although alfo we know not the time 
when it was built,yct will we coclUde s 
1 thus, Surely fome wife Arti&cet\\«Av 
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becne working here : can wee When \ 
we behold the (lately theater of Hea- 
ven and Eartb,conclude ether,but that 
the finger, artnes, and wifedome of 
God hath beene here, although we fee 
not him that is invifible, and although 
we know not the time when he began! 
to build. Every creature in Heaven 
and Earth is a loud preacher of this 
Truth : who fet thofe candles, thofe 
torches of heaven on the Table i wh<% 
hung out thofe lanthornes in heaven 
to enlighten a darke world i who can 
make the ftature of a man, but one wi- 
fcr than the ftone out of which it 
is bevvne i could any frame a man,but 
one wifer and greater than man i who 
taught the birds to build their neafts, 
and the bces,to fet up and order their 
common* wealth i who fends the Sun 
poft from one end of heaven to the o- 
thcr, carrying fo many thoufand blef- 
fings to fo many thoufands of people 
and Kingdomes 1 what power of man 
or Angels can make the lead pile of 
grafTe , or put life into the lead flie, 
if once dead i There is therefore a 
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power above all created power,which 
is God. 

Secondly, From the Word of God $ 
There is fuch a Majeftie ftirring, and 
fuch fecrets revealed in the word, that 
if men will not be wilfully blind, they 
cannot but cry out,* *fe voice ofGod^and 
not the voice of man. Hence Calvin un- 
dertakes to prove the Scripture to be 
J the word of God, by reafon , againft 
all Atheifts under Heaven. H^ft thou 
not thought fometimes at a Sermon, 
the Minifter hath fpoken to none but 
thee, and that fome or otherbath told 
the Minifter what thou haft laid, what 
thou haft done, what thou haft 
thought i now that word which tells 
thee the thoughts of thy heart, can be 
nothing elfe but the word of an al .fee- 
ing God that fearcheth the heart. 

Againe>that word which quickneth 
the dead, is certainly Gods word, but 
the word of God ordinarily preached 
quicknet h the dead jit maketh the blind 
to fee, the dumbe to fpeake, the deafe 
to heare, the lame to walke, thofe that 
never felt their finnes to\oaft& 'tass*-* 
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to mourn, thofe chac never could pray 
to breath out unutterable groanes and 
fighes for their finnes. 

Thirdly, From the children begotten 
of God : For wee may reade in mens 
foreheads , as foone as ever they art 
borne, the fenrence ot death j and we 
may fee by mens lives what bellifli 
hearts they have. Now there is a time 
that fome of this monjftrous broode 
of men, are quite changed and made 
all new •, they have new mindes , new 
opinions, new defires, new joyes, new 
forrowes, new fpeeches, new prayers, 
new lives: and fuch a difference there 
is betwixt thefe and others, that they 
are hated by others, who loved mem 
well while they loved their fiqnes : 
and whence came this ftrangc change i 
Is it from themfelves i no ; For they 
hated this new life , and thefe new 
men once themfelves. Is it becaufe 
they would be credited thereby * no, 
It is to be hated of Father, Mother, 
Friends, and maligned every where. 
Is it out of fimplicitie, or are their 
£>aiijes grownecrazie? they were in- . 
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deed once fooles , and I can prove 
them all to be Solomons fooles ; but 
even fimple men have been knowne to 
be more wife for the world, after they 
have beene made new. Buc laftly, is it ( 
now from a flavifh feare of hell, which 
workes this alteration i Nothing 
leffc 5 they abhojre to live like flaves 
in Bridewell, to do ail for feare of the 
whip. 

Fourthly, From Gods Regifter>or 2ty- 
tary, which u in every man j / mum the 
Conscience of man ; which telleth them 
there is a G o p : and although they 
filenceit fome times, yet in thunder* 
time, or great plague, as 'Pharaoh: or 
I at the day of Death, then they are 
neere Gods Tribunall, when they ac- 
knowledge him dearely. The fearc- 
full terrors of Confcience prove this, 
J which like a Bay li fife arrefts men for 
' their debts j Ergo, there is fome Cre- 
ditor to fet it on j fometimes like a 
hangman it torments men, Ergo, there 
is fome ftrange Judge that gave it that 
command : whence arife thefe dread- 
ful! terrors in men i a£tbcm£tW>ts* 
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No furely,atl defire to be in peace,and 
fo to live and flcepe in a whole skin : 
Comes it from Melancholy f no, for 
melancholy comes oh by degrees : 
thefe terrors of confeience furprife the 
foule fuddenly at a Sermon, fuddcnly 
after the commiffion of fome fecret 
foule finne. Agkihe, Melancholy fad- 
nefle may be cured by Phyficke 5 but 
many Phyfitians have given fuch men 
over to other Phyfitians. Melancho- 
ly fadnelft maybe borne, but a woun- 
ded Spirit whocanbeare ? Thus you 

fee that there is a God. But, who ever 

■'■■■■ • * * / 

[a*> God, that every orie is bold to 
affirme that there is a God i Indeed 
his face never was feehe by mortall 
man, but his back- parts have beene 
feene, are feehe, and may be feene 
by all the world, as hath beene 
proved. ' 

obje&ion. All things are brought to 
paffe by fecond caufes. : 

Anfw* 1. What though? Is there 
no Matter in the Houfe, becaufethe 
ifervants dot all the wotV^'t Tlas* 
great Cod maintairies fcate to| &o\t^ 
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all by the Creatures iubje&iop ; yet 
fomecimes we may cry out in behold- 
ing fomefpeciall pieces of his admini* 
ftration, here is the linger of God. 

2. What though there be fuch con* 
fufioninthe world, as that {hillings 
ftand for pence , and counters ftand 
for pounds, the beft men are bought 
and foold at a low rate, and worft men 
prized and preferred 5 yet if -wee had 
eyes to fee and conceive, wee (hould 
fee an harmony in this difcord of 
things. God is now like a wife Car- 
penter, bur hewing out his worke. 
There is a lumber and confufion fee- 
mifigly among us, let us ftay till the 
day of judgement, and then we (hall 
fee infinite wifedome in fitting all this 
for his owne glory, and for the good 
of his people. V 

Objetf. But if there be a God, why 
heares he not his peoples prayers i 
why doth he forget them when they 
have moft need of him t 

I anfwer - NotJk's Dive returaes not 
prelcatly with no Olive -btancYioV 
to his mouth* Prayer* fomcxvme 
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that fpced well, returne not prefcnt- 
ly, for .want of company enough to 
fetch away that abundance of mercy 
which God hath to give. The Lord 
ever gives them their asking in money 
or money- worth, in the fame thing or 
a better- The Lord ever gives his im- 
portunatebeggers their defires, either 
in pence by little and little , or by 
pourtds ; long he is many times before 
he gives, but paytth them well for 
their waking. 

This is a ufe efrefroofe to all Atheifis 
either in opinion or pt ail ice. 

Firft, In opinion ; fuch as either con- 
clude, or fufpeft there is no God. Oh 
blafphemous thought I Are there any 
fuch men i men » nay beafts , nay De- 
vils, nay worfe than Devils, for they 
beleeve and tremble. Yet tbefiole hash 
fsid in his heart f here is no God, PfaL 14. 
1. Men that have little heads , little 
knowledge , without hearts, as fcho* 
larsfometimesx>fwe9ke brains, feeing 
how things come by fecpnd caufes, 
though . they might beleeve their [ 

c cannot raUe their dull [ 
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thoughts to Che beholding of a firft 
caufe. Great Politicians are like chil- 
dren aLwayes (landing on their heads, 
and (baking their heeles againft Hea- 
ven } thefc thinke Religion to be but 
a piece of policie, to keepe people in 
awe ; prophane perfons defiring to 
goe on in finne, without any rub or 
checke for finne,blow out all the light 
of nature, wifhing there were no God 
to punifh, apd are willing to fufped 
that which is not. Thofe alio that 
have finned fecretly^hough not open- 
ly agaipft nature, or the light of Con* 
icience : God fmites menforinceft, 
fodoniy, felfe- pollution, withdifmall 
blindneflTe. Thofe alfo that are noto- 
rious worldlings, (hat looke no higher 
than their barnes,no further than their 
(hops : the world is a pearle jo their 
eye $ they cannot fee a God* < 

Laftly, I fufped thofe men that ne- 
ver found out this thiefe, this finne, 
that was bred ^nd bom with them, nor 
faw it in their owne hearts, ba^there 
it lies (till in fome darke^pujoer of 

their foules to cut 4^- WW^ 
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kind of men foraetimes fufped there is 
no God : O this is 3 grievous finne 5 
for if no God, no heaven, no hell, no 
Martyrs, no Prophets, no Scriptures. 
Chrift was then 3 horrible Iyer, and 
an Impofidr. Other fitmes wrong and 
grieve God and wound him, but this 
none ftabs the very heart of God, it 
ftrikes at the life , and is ( as much as 
lies in finfali man ) the death of God : 
I for it faith . there u no God. . 
!• J Secondly , This reproveth A- 
theifts int>ra& ice 3 which fay there is a 
God, and queftion it not,buc in works 
they deny him. He that pluckes the 
King from his throne, is as vile as he 
that faith he is no King. Thefe men 
are almoftas bad as Atheifts in opini- 
on. And of fuch duft-heapes we may 
finde in every corner , that in their 
pra&iqe deny God, men thatfetup 
other gods in Gods roome , their 
wealth , their honour 9 their f lea fur e^ 
their merits y their backes and bellies 
to be their gods : men that make bold 
to do thai! againft this true God, which I 
idolaters dare not doc againft their 
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Idoll Gods, and that is, continually to 
wrong this God j Men that fpeake not 
for all they want by prayer, nor re- 
turne all backe agaiiie co God by 
praife. 

A kcotiduk is, for Exhort atiM. 6 Vfii. 
labour to fee and behold this God. 
Is there a God, and wilt thou not give 
him a good iooke i Oh, paffe by ail 
the Rivers, till thou come to the 
fpring head; wade through all crea- 
tures,untill thou art drowned,plungcd 
and fwallbwcd up with God. When 
thou leeft the Heavens, fay, where is 
that great Builder that made this i 
when thou heareft of mutations of 
Kingdotoes, fay, where is the Lord of 
Hofts y the great Captaine of thefe ar- 
mies i when thou taftcft fweetnefle in 
the Creature or in Gods Ordinances, 
fay, where is fweetnefle it feife, beau- 
tie it fdfe i where is the Sea of thefe 
drops, the Sun of thefe beames r Oh 
that men (aw this God j its heaven to 
behold him : tbouait then in a corner 
of hell, that canft not, daft not fee 
him, and yet what is k&\arorofc^Nu^ 
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God. Mcthinks when mervheare there 
is a God about them, they (hould lye 
groveling in the daft becaufe of his 
glory t It men did fee him* they would 
(peak of him ; who fpeakes of God * 
Nay men cannot (peake to Godjbut as 
beggers have learned to cant* fo, many 
a man to ptay. Oh men fee not God in 
prayer, therefore they cannot fpeakc 
to God by prayer. Men (in, and God 
frownes, ( which makes the Devils to 
quake;; yet mens hearts (hake nor, be- 
caufe they fee him not. 

Vftz* Oh make choice of .this God 
as thy God. What though there be 
a God, if it be not thy God , what art 
thou the better i Downe with all tby 
Idoll gods,and fet up this God.lf there 
be any creature that ever did thee any 
good, that God fet notawork for thy 
good, love that, think on that, as thy 
Cod At there be any thing that can give 
thee any fuccour on thy death, bed , or 
when thou art departed from this 
world, take that to be thy G$d, Thou 
misbtcA have becne bottfc \xv !***< 
tact never h*vc heard oMbkxMfcG*^ 
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vorfhtpped the Devill for thy 

1 O therefore make choice of 

alone to be thy God j give away 

elfe wholly and for ever to him, 

ic will give away his whole felfe 

tatting ly unto thee. Seeke him 

ping,and thou (halt find him. Bind 

felfe by the ftrongeft oathes and 

ds in covenant to be his , and he 

fc enter into covenant with thce,and 

e thine* lire. 40* j. 

rhe fourth ufe is, an u(c of ctmfttt vfe 4. 

hem that forfake all for this God : 

u haft not loft all for nought 5 thou 

: not caft away fubftance for (ha- 

res, but (hadowes for fomewhar. 

verbs 8. 18. When all comfort is 

le > there isa God to comfort 

c. When thou haft no reft Bfere, 

re is a God to reft in : when thou 

dead, he can quicken thee ; when 

>u art weak, he is ftrong, and when 

nds are gone, he will be a fure one 

thee. 

Thus much ofthefirft part of this 

rtrine, or Difme truth, that xhtn 

God.- Now it follofveth to ft«w 
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you tbat this God is a mofiglorims 
God, and that in foufe things he is 
glorious. 

2. In bis A T T ft I B U T B s» 
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!• Hee is Glorious in his Ejfence. 
Now what this Glory is , no man or 
Aflgel hatb,doth* or ever (hall know j 
their cockle- fhdl can never compre- 
hend this Sea 5 he rauft have the wife- 
dome of God, and fo be a God, that 
comprehendeth the EflTence of God : 
but though it cannot be comprehen- 
ded, what it is, ytt it may be appre- 
hended, that it is incomprehenlfyle 
and glorious, which makes his glory 
to be the more admired , as wee ad- 
mirethe luftre of the Sunne the more, 
in than it is fo great we cannot he- 
bold it. 

t r * : 

2. Gtdis Gloriius in his Attributes, 
w* k are thofe Divine perfe&ions wher- 
by he makes himfelfc knowne unto us. 

1 11 1 1 ■■■HfTmi *■ ' ^ 
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: Which Attributes arc not qualities in 
God, but natures. Gods Wifedome is 
God Hirafelfe, and Gods tower is 
God Himfelfe, e£r. Neither are they 
divers things in God, but they are di- 
vers onely in regard of our underftan- 
ding, and in regard of their different 
effe&s , on different objedls. Gob 
punching the wicked is the juftice of 
God j God compaffionating thetaife- 
rable is the mercy of God. 

Now the Attributes of God, omit- 
ting curious divifions,arc thefe. 

f . He is a Spirit, or a fpirituall God^ 
f^/*4.24.theref oreabhorres all wor- 
ship and all duties performed without 
the influence of the Spirit * as to con- 
fefle thy (ins without fhame or forrow, 
and to fay the Lords Prayer without 
understandings hearethe Word that 
thou may eft onely know more, and 
not that thou mayeft bee affc&cd 
more 3 oh thefe caricafles of holy du- 
ties are mod odious facrifices before 
God. 

i. Heis a living Gtd, whereby he ^ 

livcth of himfelfe, and gives tofe u>si\' 
I C oiBc«x 




An expla- 
nation of 
Gods At- 
tributes. 
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other things. Away then with thy 
dead heart to this principle of life to 
quicken thee, that his almighty power 
may pluck thee our of thy Sepulchre, 
uriloofe thy grave lockes that fothou 
mayeft live. 

3. He is an infinite God, whereby 
hcis without limits of being, 2 Chron. 
6 18. Horrible then is thgjeaft finnc 
that (hikes an infinite great God , and 
lamentable is the eftate of all thofe 
with whom this God is angry : thou 
haft infiniregoodnefle to forfake thee, 
and infinite power and wrath to feta- 
gainft thee* 

4. He is an Eternall G*d, without 
beginning or end of being, Ffd. 80. 1. 
Great therefore is the folly of thofe 
men that prefer re a little fhort plea 
fure before this eternall God, that like 
Efau fell away an everlafting inheri- 
tance for a little pottage,for a bafeluft 
and the plealure of it. 

5. s . He is an All [uffwnt Gad , Gen. 

J17 1. what lacke you therefore, you 
that would fame have this God and 
the love of this God,but you aie loath 
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to cake the puines co finde him, or to 
be at coft to purchafc him with the 
lofleof all? Hccres infinite, Eternal!, 
prefent fweetnefle, goodncfle, grace, 
glory 2nd mercy to be found in this 
God. Why poft you from raoun* 
taine to hill, why fpend you your mo- 
ney , your thtugkts^ time, endc*v*nrs> 
on things that fatisfie not i Here is 
thy refting place. Thy cloathes may 
warme thee , but they cannot feede 
thee j thy mcate may feede thee, but 
cannot healethce j thy Phyficke may 
heale thee , but cannot maintaine thee 5 
thy n«>ney may maintaine thee , but 
cannot comfort thee when diftrefles 
of Cbnfcience and anguifh of heart 
come upon thee ; this G 6 d is joy 
in fadnefle, light in darkelefle, life 
in death, Heaven iri Hell. Here is 
all thine eye ever faw, thine heart 
ever defired , thy tongue ever asked, 
thy minde ever Conceived. Here is 
all light in this Sunne, and all Water 
in this Sea , out of whom as out of a 
Chfiftall fountaine, thou fttftfl drinkc 
the refined fweesK&di^ 
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Cf eatures in heaven and eajrth for ever 
ayad even AH the world is now fcek- 
ingand typing out them felves for reft, 
here onely it cm be found, 

6. f 6. He is an omnipotent God, where- 
by he can doe whac ever he will.-yeeld 
therefore , and (land not out in the fin- 
full or fubtile clofe maintenance of any 
one fin againft this God fo powerfull, 
who can crufh tbee at his plcafure. 

7. * ' 7. Hee is an all - feeing God • Hee 
knowes what poflibly can be or may 
beknowne .-.approve thy felfethere- 

I fore to this God only in all thy wayes. 
It's no matter what men fay > cqnfure 
or thinke of thee. It's no matter what 
thy fellow A#ors on this ftage of the 
world imagine*. God is the great 
Spe&ator that beholds thee in every 
place : God is thy fpie , and takes 
compleate notice of all the a&ions of 
thy life ; and they are in print in hea- 
ven, which that great Spe&ator and 
Judge will open at the great day, and 
reade alowd in the eares of all the 
World. Feare to finne therefore in 

. fecret, unleffe thou caoft find out fome 
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darke hole where the eye of God can- 
not difcerne thee. Mourne.fbr thy fe- 
cret tilled of holy duties, mourn for 
thy fecret hypocrifie,whoredome,pro- 
phanenefle 3 and with (frame in thy face 
come before this God for pardon and 
mercy. Admire and wonder at his pa- 
tience, that having feene thee hath not 
damned thee. 

8. He is a True God 9 .whereby he 
meanes to doe as he faith. Let every 
Child of God therefore know to his 
comfort, that thofe things which he 
hath not undet feelings 7 but under a pro- 
mi ft, (hall one day be all made good ; 
and let all wicked men know, what e- 
ver threatning God hath denounced, 
whatfoever Arrowes are in the Bow- 
ftring, will one day flie , and hit and 
.ftrikc dcepe, and the longer the Lord 
is a drawing, the deeper wound will 
Gods arrow,f that is, Gods threatning) 
make. 

9. He is an holy God : Be not asha- 
med therefore of holineffe, which if it 
afcend above the common ftraine of 
honefty, the blind and mad wot\& **> 
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tounts it madneffe, (f *A* tightens , 
that is,tbofe that be'moft holy It* 
fiarcely fdved , where (baft the ungodly 9 
and thcjinner 'pfetre. i Peter 4. i$. 
Where i Not before Saints and An- 
gels, for hohneite is their trade j Not 
Before the face of the man Chrift 
Jefus, for holineffe was his meate and 
drinkt \ N ot before the face of a blct 
fed God, for holineffe is his Nature • 
Not in Heaven , for no uqcleane thing 
crawles there $ they (hall never fee 
God, Chrift, Saints, Angels, or Hea- 
ven to their comfort, that are not ho- 
ly : weare therefore that as thy crowne 
now, which will be thy glory in Hca. 
ven, and if this be t§ be vile , be more 
vile* 

10. He is zjujl and met ci full God, juft 
in himfelfc,and fo will punifti all (inner 
merciful! in the face of Chrift , and fo 
will pumfh no finne. A juft G o d a- 
gainrt an hard-hearted finner, a mer- 
cifiiil God towards an humble finner. 
God is not all Mercy and no Juftice, 
nor all Juftice and no Mercy. Submit to 
bko 3 his mercy ctnbtaceththce. Re- x 
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fift Jiim,his juftice purfues thee. When 
a childe of God is humbled indeed, 
commonly hee makes God a hard, 
hearted crucil God , loth to helpe j 
and faith , can fuch a finner be pardo- 
ned i a wicked man that was never 
humbled makes God a God of clours, 
one that Thowfoeverhefpeaksheavie 
words, yet he is a mercifull God, and) 
will not doe as he faith, and he tindes 
it no d fficult worke to beleeve the 
greateft finne may be pardoned : con- 
ceive therefore of him as you have 
heard. 

Thirdly, GWis glorious in his Per- 
fins, which are thiee } Jtt £tr begetting, 
Sonne begotten, and the Holy GhoH the 
third perfon proceeding. Here the Fa- 
thtr is called the Father of glory, Epb. 
i.Chrift is called the Lord of glory, 
i Or. 2 .and the Spirir is called the Spi- 
rit of glory, i ttt.$. the Father is glo- 

| rious in his great work of Eleffion j the 
Son is glorious in his worke of ktim- 
ption$ht Holy Ghoft is glorious in his 
work of Application: the Father is glo- 
rious in choofing the hottCe ) th&£<tft\\ 
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glorious in buying the Houfe,the Spi- 
rit is glorious in dwelling in the Houfe, 
that is, the heart of a poore loft finner. 
< 4. He is glorious in his Works y in 
his workes of Creation , and in his 
works of providence and government : 
wonder therefore that he fhould fo 
vouch fafe to look upon fuch wormes, 
fuch dunglils,fuch Lepers as we are, 
to provide, proted, to flay his Sonne, 
to call, to ft rive, to waire,to give away 
him Rife, and all that he is worth unto 
us ; O fearc this God when you come 
before him. People come before God 
in Prayer, as before their fellows,or as 
before an Idoll. People tremble nqt 
at his voyce in the Word. A Kiug or 
Monarch will be feryed in ftare, yet 
how rudefy,how flovenly do men goe 
about every holy dutie. 

Thus much of the firft Principall 
Head , That there is One mtfl glortus 
God. Now we arc to proceede to the 
fecond, tv£. 
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Chap. I L 

THat this God mpde all mankind* at 
firft in a moft glorious ami baffie t» 
(late, like unto bimfelfe. 

For the opening of which Aflertion 
I have chofen this Text, Ecclef. 7. tp. 
God made man righteousftrhkh c lea rely 
demonftrates • That G o d njade all 
mankind at firft in A domain a raoft glo- 
ripus,happy ,and righteous eftatejMan 
when he came firft out of Gods Mint, 
Alined moft glorious. Theresa mar* 
veilous glory in all Creatores,(the(er- 
vants and houfhold- ftuffe of man,)thcr- 
fore there was a greater glory in man 
himfclfe^heend of them. God calleth 
a Parliament^ and gathers a Councell 
when man was to be made ; and (aid, 
Come Jet us make man in our ewne Image $ 
as though all the Wifcdomefcf the 
Trinitie fhould be feene in the Crea- 
tion of man. 

Wherein did the glory or blefled- 
nefle of man appeare i 

In the imprdfion of Gods tansg$. 
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upon him, <J» 1. 16. dn there beany 
grcaterglory tora ^#/i/*,for«fubje^ 
than to be like his Prince f 
What was the Image of God t 
The Schoolmen and Fathers hare 
many curious, f yec tome neceflary ) 
chough difficult Queftions about this. 
I will omit all theirs, and cell you 
onel y what is the Apoftles jud^c- 
menr, CtUfiUns 3. 20. out of which 
this geocrall defcription of Gods 
Image may be thus gathered. ". It 
"is mans perfection of Holinefle, 
refembling Gods admirable holi- 
neftc, whereby onely man pleafetfa 
God. 

For, all other tnferiour Creatures 
did carry the worfees and footftcps of 
Gods f*"«r, wifedtme , gttintfit^ 
Whereby all thefe Attributes were 
ie. Now the rooft perfect Attri- 
of God , that is, his lUlimfft, 
be would have onely appeare in, 
made manifeft by m*» y bis beft 
creature, as a Kings wifedomc 
ntie appeates/m tr>%uasg!Q^3aRA 
hfcKinsAame^Vmt.W\. 
%«1r 
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Royall, Princely, and moft eminent 
perfections appeare in the face and dif- 
pofition of his Sonne,next under him j 
But inore particularly this Image of 
God appeared in rhefe fbure parti- 
culars. 

i . In mans nndtr ft ending : t hh was » . 
like unto Gods. Now Gods Image here 
chiefly confided in this particular,*^ 
As God (aw himfeUe, and beheld lis 
owne infinite cndlefle glory and excel, 
lency j (b man was privie to Gods ex- 
cellency , and (aw God moftgloriouf- 
!y ; as M»fes i though a finfull man, faw 
him face to face , much more Adam, a 
perfect man $ God loving man could 
doe no lefle than rcreale himfelfe to 
man. 

2. In his Ajfetfi&s : thejmageof 
God chic fly appeared in two things. 

Fir ft, As God feeing himfelfe, lo- 
ved himfelfe: So A Asm feeing God lo- 
ved this God , more than the World, 
more than himfelfe $ as Iron put into 
the fire (eemes to be nothing but fire : 
J So ^dam being beloved of God, m%\ 
fwmedmo a lumpc of love, «aVm\ 
GoA\ 
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GOD againe. 

Secmdlj) As God delighted in him. 
felfe. So did Adam delight in God, 
tooke fweet repofe in the bofopie of 
God. Methinkes I fee Adtmyrfstpt 
up in continuall extafies in having this 
God. 

3. In bis Will: th$ Image of God 
chiefly appeared in two things. ] 

Firfty As God onely willed Him- 
felfe, as bis laft end : So did Adam will 
God, as his laft end, not as man doth 
flow. 

Sec*ndly<> As God willed nothing 
but good ; So did Adam will nothing 
but good, for Gods Will was hk. 

4. In his life Gods Image did appearc 
thus: that even as God, if be had aflii- 
raed mans Nature, would have lived 
outwardly ; So did Adam : for God 
would have lived according to his 
owne Will, Law, and Rule : So did 
uidbm. K^idams body was the Latrt- 1 
i-iorne through which Holineflfe like a j 
Lamp burning in his heart fhined; this I 
was Gods Image ; by means of which j 
f as it is faid in the defcription ) hee 1 
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pkaied G o d 5 fipiilitudcjieing the 
ground of love : and hence God did 
mod dearely love him, and highly ho- 
nour him to be Lord over all crea- 
tures j hence no cvilJ could hurt him $ 
here Was no forrow, no fickneffe, no 
teares, no feares, no death, no hell, nor 
ever fhould have beene if there he had 
flood. 

Objc&ian. How was this eftate 
ours? 

%~4nf. As Chrifts rightcoufneffe is a 
Believers by imputation, though he 
never performed it himfelf: So Adams 
righteoufnefle and image was impu- 
ted to us and accounted ours $ for A- 
dam received our Stocke or Patrimony 
to keep it for us, and to convey it to us. 
Hence he proving Banquerupt, wee 
loft it. But we bad it in his hands,as an 
Orfbant may have a great eftate left 
him,though he never receive one pen- 
nie of it from him that was his Guar- 
dian, that fhould have kept it for him, 
and conveyed it to him. 

Here fee the horrible nature of Sin, 
that plucks man downe by tta.ttts.% 
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from hisThrooe , from his Perfc&ion, 
though never fo great. Ai*m might 
hare pleaded for himfelfe, and have 
faid : Although I have finned, yet it is 
but one, and the firft feult. Lord* be- 
hold 1 am thy firft borne : Oh pitie my 
poorc pofteritie, who are for cVcr un- 
done, if thou forgiveft not. Yet fee, 
one (inne weighs him downe , and all 
his pofteritie ( as we (hall hearc) into 
J etcrnall mine. 

v Hence learne, how juftly God may 

require perfe# Obedience to all the 

Law, of every man, and curfe him if he 

cannot perforate it : becaufe man was 

at firft made infuch a glorious eftate > 

wherein he had power given him to 

pleafe God perkily :God may there- 

] tore require this debt of perfed obe* 

diencc. Now man is broke and in pri 

ion j in Hell muft he lie for ever, if he 

cannot p^y Juftice every farthing, be- 

caufe God trufted hitfi wirh a ftocke, 

which if he had well improved , he 

might have payd all* 

See what caufc every man hath ro 
lament his miferable cftate be is now 
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fallen into. For beggars children to 
live Vagrants and poore, is not fo la- 
memable, as for a great Princes chil- 
dren to become fuch. One never in fa- 
vour with the Prince , grieves not as 
he doth , that was once in favour, but 
now caft out* Man is now rejt&ed of 
God , that was beloved of God : he is 
now a runagate up and down the earth, 
that was once a Prince,and Lord of all 
the world. This is one aggravation of 
thedamneds forrowes j oh the hopes, 
the meanest the mercies that once I 
had / Can thefc, doe thefe lament fot 
the lofle of their bare hopes and com- 1 
mm mercies i lord, what hearts then ' 
have men that cannot , doe not, that 
will not lament the lofle of fuch (ft- 
tidllhigh favours, now gone, which 
once they had. It is faid, that thofe 
that faw the glory of the firft Temple, 
wept when they faw the glory of the 
fecond , and how inferiour it was to 
the firft. You that cither have the 
Temple of God begunne to be re. 
paired in you , or not btex& «.*S^ n 
Ob thiake of the Tcnx(\it watt* ^fce^ 
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glory of GOD now' raniihed and 
loft. 

This fpeakes comfort to aH Gods 
people. If all Adams pofteritie were 
perfeftly righteous in him, than thou 
that art of the bloud Royally arid in 
Chrift, art perfc&ly righteous in hitn 
much more, in as much as the righte- 
oufnefle of the fecond Adam exceeds 
the firft,fo art thou more happy,mofe 
holy in the fecond Adamjhixi ever thfc 
firft in himfelfe was * he might lofc all 
his Righteoufnefle, but the fecond A~ 
dam cannot,hath not 5 fo that if Chrift 
may be damned^hen thou maycft,elfe 
not. 

This likewife rcproveth three forts 
of people. 

i. , Such as are afhamed of holi- 
nefle. Lord, what times are wee 
fallen into now. The Image of GOD, 
which was once mens glory, is now 
their ftiame ; and finite, which is mens 
(hame, it-now their glory. The world 
hath raifed up many falfe reports of 

7/holycourfcSy calling it folly aa& ^w- 1 
ci/cnefle, pride , hypocrifte, atAtY\*t\ 
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whatfoeyer fhews men may make they 
are as bad as the wor ft, it their finnes 
were writ in their foreheads. Hence it 
commeth to paffe that many a man, 
who is almoft per (traded to be anew 
man, and to euro over a new leafe,dares 
not, will not , for fhame of the world, 
enter upon religious courfcs. What 
will they thinke of me then (fakh he?) 
men arc afhamed to refufe to drinke 
healths,& hence maintain them lawful. 
Our gallants areafham'd to (lay a mile 
behind the fafl)ion:hencc they will de- 
fend open and naked breads and (trange 
apparell as things comely* O time fer- 
versi that have fome confcience to defirc 
to be honeft and to be reputed fo, yet ( 
conformethemfelves to all companies j J 
if they heare others fweare, they are 
afhamed to reprove them j they are 
afhamed to enter the lifts of holy dif- 
courfe in bad company, and they will 
pretend difcretion , and wee muft not 
caft pearles before fwine ; but the bot- 
tome of the bufintfle is, they are afha- 
] 2aed to be holy. Q fcatetuA 1 \* a * 
ihmac to be like God * O C\tvtfc^\\ 
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wretches ! It's a credit to be any thing 
but religious , and with mmnj Religi- 
on is a ihame. K I wonder with what 1 
face thou dareft pray , or with what, 
looke thou wilt behold the Lord of 
glory at the laft day, who art afhamed 
of him now, that will be admired of 
all men, Angels and devils then i Poft 
thou looke for wages from Chrift,that 
art afhamed to own Chrift,or to weare 
his livciy -r 

t. It reproves them that hate holi- 
nefle, which is more than to be afha- 
med of it. 

3. It reproves them that content 
themfelves with a certaine meafure 
of holinefle. Perfe& holinefle was 
<^Ad*m$ Image whereby he pleafed 
God, and fliall a little holinefle content- 
thee i 

Now there are thefc three forts of 

them. 
1 . Tke JFormalifl jffho contents him- 

felfe with fome holinefle , as much as 

will credit him. 
f The forme and name oi^tV^^fet 
£***s> honour fometime* ^Vaxx^as^ 



[ 1 1 The Sincere Qorwert. 



<i> 






powct and pra&ice of it, is w*r, a bur- 
den : hence men take up the hrft , and 
(hake off the fecond. And indetd 
the greateft part take up this courfc, if 
they have no goodneflc , they fliould I 
betheihamc, fcorne, and Table- talfce 
of the times j therefore every man 
will for his honours fake, Jiave hi* 
frrnx. Now this forme is according, 
to the mould wherein he is caft : if 
his acquaintance be but civill, hee 
will be like them ; if they be more ex. 
a£, as ii pray, ttadty conferre^ he will 
not ftay one inch behindc them. If 
u> be better than his companions, to 
beare the bell before them will credit 
himi he Will be To what ever it coft 
him $ but yet he never will be fo exa& 
in his courfe as to be hated for it, ud- 
leflc he perceives the hatted he con- 
trafts from fome men (hall be recom- 
penced with the more love and cre- 
dit by other met), lie difguifeth him- 
felfe according to the places, or com- 
pany he comes into. King Joajh \m 
'* good mm fo long as JeboiadA tYvt 
Piica lived. If a Jitcle Religioi\vi\\\ 
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fer ve to credit men, that (hall ferve for 
that timejif more in another place, you 
(hall then have them comendiag good 
men,good Sermons^good bookes, and 
drop forth 2. or 3. good fentencesj 
what will they think of him then?They 
cover themfelves over with thefe Fig- 
leaves of common honeftie to cover 
their nakednefle 5 they baite all their 
courfes over with hone flit > that they 
may catch,for they fifh only for credit. 
One may trap thefe people thus .-Fol- 
low them in their private houfes,there 
is vp$rldlincJfc,fAfsion^lQofrtes,& to their 
private chambers,there they ordinari- 
ly ncgleft or (hufflc over duties to their 
private vaine thoughts. In this Tyring 
houfe you (hall then fee thefe (l*geptq* 
ttSy their (hop- windows are fhut, here 
nohonefty is to be feene fcarce,becaufe 
their gaiae, their refpeft comes not in 
at this door where none beholds them: 
Let either Minifter or any faichfull 
friend,fearch,try, difcover, accufe and 
condemne thefe men,as rotten (though 
' gilded )po(ts, is unfouod^oUo^-beat- x 
ted wretches, ifceir hearts vnl\ VatftX 
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like toadsjdnd hifle like fnakcs, & bark 
like dogs againft th£ that thus ccnfure 
them, becaufe they rob them of their 
j God they fervcd, their gaine is gone. 

2. The guilt* felfe* condemned [inner y 
that goes further than the Fortnalifb, 
and contents himfelfe with fo much 
holineffe as will quit bim,and hence all 
the Heathen have had fome Religion, 
becaufe they had fome Confcience to 
trouble them. This man, if he hath li- 
ved in foule finncs, and beginnes to be 
wrackt and troubled for them, he will 
then confeife and forfake thofe roaring 
finqes • but how i as a dogge doth his 
meate,not becaufe he hates his carrion^ 
but becaufe he feares the cudgell • he 
performes holy duties, not becaufe he 
will ufe them , but becaufe he muft 
ufe them , there is no quiet clfe. If 
Confcience be /till, he omits duties : if 
Confcience cry and ftirre, he falls to 
duties 5 and fo hath his good moode 
as confcience hath his fits. Theyboaft 
and crow over hypocrites , becaufe the. 
holineffe they have is not abate (View ^ 
No, but it is to Hop thy Confcie&c^ 



Rom. i. it 



\ 



I 



mm 



38 



*m* 



T{ 



III. 



/ 



*Tbe Sincere, Convert* 

, ■ .: ■ • ■■' ■ w 

^— i^— «^— " ' ' ' " <' ' ' ■ " ....!■ ■ I — — — — — — — » 

and onely to quiet the clamors of that* 
Thou doft bnbe,and fo quiet (the $ai- 
liffe, ; thy confidence^ by thy fraying, 
hcaring>*v& fornmng,but GOD thy 
Judge hath heavie things to lay to thy 
charge, before whom thou (halt fliort- 
ly with dread appeare. 

3. 7 he f inching devout hypocrite jb&t 
being purfued with the feare of Hell, 
goes further, and labours for jjnft fo 
much holincffe as will fave him onely, 
and carry him to Heaven at laft.F^ence 
fhe young man in the Gefpel came with 
that great queftion to Chrift, which 
many unfound hearts come with to 
Mmifters now, What hejhoulddoe to in- 
herit eternaU life. Thefc people fet up 
fuch a man in their thoughts to be a 
very honeft man, and one douhtlefle 
that fhall be faved,and hence they will 
take him to be their Copie and Sam- 
pler, and labour to doe as he doth, and 
to live juft as he lives, and to hold o» 
pinions as he holds* and fo hope to be 
t faved. TVy will aske very inquifitive- 
ly y t»hst is the leajl meafkre of grace, and 

the leaji gtaine offaitb\ and the beft 
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Sermons arenotfuch as humble them 
moft , but fuch as flatter them , befi j 
wherein they may heare how well 
J good defires are accepted of by God j 
which if they heare to be of that ver- 
tue to fave them, God (hall be ferved 
onelj with good defires,and the Devill 
indadzYL their life time. 

Thus they pinch God ; they labour 
not after fo much holinetic as will ho- 
nour Chrift, but after juft fo much as 
will beare their charges to heaven, and 
fave themfdves. For this is one of 
the greateft differences betwixt a child 
of God and an Hypocrite* Io their o- 
bedience,the one takes up duties out of 
love to Chrift,to have him, and hence 
he mournes daily, becaufe Chrift is no 
greater gainer by him : the other put of 
love to himfelfe, meerely to fave his 
owne foule^and hence he mournes for 
his fins, becaufe they may damne him ; 
Remember that place therefore, z Cor. 

Laftly, Labour to get this Image of I vfe 6. 
God renewed againe. Hootfii. vasxv 
wUl labour to pay theit d&\& •* ^s\% ^ 
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Gods debt. How doe men labour to \ 
be in the fafliion 5 better to be out of 
the world, than out of the faihion. To 
be like God is heavens fafhion, Angels 
fafhion , and it will be in fafhion one 
day , when the Lordjefitf {hall appeare. 
Then if thou haft the fuperfcription 
and Image of the Devill, and not the 
Image of God upon thee, God and 
Chrift will never own thee at that day. 
Labour there fore to have Gods Image 
reftored againe, and Satans waflit our, 
fcek not 9 as many do,to purchafe fuch 
and fuch a grace firfr . but 

1. Labour to mortifie and fubduc 
that (inne 5 which is oppofite in thine 
heart to that grace. Virfa put offtkc old 
rpan y and then put on the ntw> Eph. 4. 

2. Labour for a melting tender heart 
for the leaft fin. Gold is then onely fit 
to receive the impreffion , when it is 
tender and is melted- when thine heart 
is heated tberefpre at a Sermon, cry 
out, Lord now ftrike , now imprint 
thine Image upon me. 

3 . Labour to fee tht Lord Jefus in 
Jiis glory. For as wicked men looking 
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upon the eyill example of great ones 
io the world 3 thac will beare them out, 
grow like them in villany : (b the very 
beholding the glorious grace in Cbrift y 
this great Xord of glory, trans formeth 
men into his Image, 2 Cor. j. 17, 18. 
As the Glafle fet rail againft the Sunne 
receives not oncly the beames, as all 
other darke bodies doe, but the Image 
of the Sunne : So the underftanding 
with open face beholding Chrift , is 
turned into the Image and likenefle of 
CbriftMen now adayes looke onely to 
the beft mens lives, and fee how they 
walke,and reft herejO looke higher to 
this blefled face of God in Chrift, as 
thine owne j As the Application of the 
feale to the waxe imprints the Image, 
fo to view the grace of Chrift, as dl 
thine,imprints thefame image ftrongly 
on the foule. I come now to the third 
Pfincipall Head,inorder,which I fhall 
infift upon, out of Rom *$. i^.All btve 
fumed, *»d are deprived eftke glory *f 

God. ^Whence obferve. 

Cvikt. 
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Tffif all mankind it fallen &yjtn y from 
that glorious eft ate he was made in, 
into amt ft wofuS and mi ferahle condition^ 
The Devill abufing the Serpent, and 
man abufing his owne free-will, over- 
threw Adam, and in him all his pofte- 
ritie by finne, Gen. 3. i, a, $»&c. 

Now mans mifery appeares in thefe* 
two things. 

i. His mifery in regard of finne. 
2> His mifery in regard of the 
coniequences of finne. 



r. His mifery in regard of finne,ap- 

peares in thefe particulars. 

i. Every man living is borne guikie 

of Adams fin. Now the juftice and e. 

quity oiGod'm laying this fin to every 

mans charge, though none of Adams 

poftericie personally committedit,ap- 

'pearcs thus. 

, <&t&. If Adam ftattdiagi *W «Mf 
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kind had flood $ then it is equal! that 
he falling j all his pofterity (houldfalt. 
All our eftates were ventured in this 
(hip : therefor e,if we fliould have been 
partakers of his gaines, if he had con- 
tinued fafe , its fit we fliould be parta- 
kers of his lofle too. 

But fecondly, we were all in Adsm, 
as a whole Countrey in a Parliament- 
ipan, the whole Countrey doth what 
he doth 5 And although we made no 
particular choice of Mam to ftand for 
us, yet the Lord made it for us j ^fho 
being goodnefle it felfc, beares more 
good will to man, than he can or could 
beare to himfelfe j and being wifdome 
it felfe, made the wifeft choice) and 
iookc the wifeft courfe for the good of 
man ; For this made moft for mens 
fafety and quiet jfor if he had flood, all 
feare of looting our happy eftate had 
vanifh'd j whereas, if every man had 
been ieft to ftand or fall for himfelfe, 
a man would ever have been in feare 
of falling. 

And againe, this was tYtt fact ^h«j 
to ha vcall mens eftates pwfcw^s*^ 
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having the charge of the eftatesofall 
men,that ever fliouid be ia the world, 
he was the more pre/Ted to looke the 
more about him , -and fo to be more 
watchfull, that he be not robbed, and 
fo undoe and procure the curfes of f o 
many thoufands againft him. Adam 
was the Head of mankind,and alt man. 
kind naturally are mthtrs of that head : 
and if the Head invent and plot Trea- 
fbn, and the head pra&ife treafon a- 
gainft the King or State,the whole bo- 
dy is found guilty,and the whole body 
muft needs fufrer. A dam was thepey- 
foned root and cifterne of all mankind, 
now the branches and ftreames being 
in the root and fpring 9riginallj y they 
therefore are tainted with the fame 
poyfoned Principles. If thefe dungs 
fatisfie not, God hath a day comming 
wherein he will revealc his owne righ- 
teous proceedings before men & An- 
gels, Rtm. z. 4. 

Oh that men would confider this 
finne, and that the confideration of it I 
could humble peoples hearts. If any I 
mouine for (torie,it is for the moft part I 
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for other foule a&uall finnes, few for 
this finne 9 that firft made the breach 
and began the controverfie betwixt 
God and man. Next unto the finne a- 
gainft the Hely Ghoft> and contempt of 
the Gofpell, this is the greateft finne 
I that cryeth lowdeft in Gods cares for 
vengeance day and night againfl a|j|5i£ 
world of men. For now mens finnes 
arc againft God in their bafe and low 
eftatcs ; but this finne was committed 
againft feheveb, when man was at the 
top of his preferment* Rebellion of a 
Traytor on a dunghill is not fo great 
as of a fa vourite in t he Court. Little 
finnes againft light are made horrible : 
no finne by any man committed was 
lever againft fo much light as %Ad*m 
I had.This fin was the firft that ever dif- 
pleafed God. Drunkennefie deprives. 
God of the glory of Sobrieties whor- 
ing of Ckajtitie y but this finne darkens 
the very Sunne, defaces all the Image 
of Go D, the gloiy of man v and 
the glory of Goainiqarij this is the 
firft fin that ever di4 thee a mifchiefe. 
This finne like a great m 
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gathered together all thofe troops and 
Cannes of fins that now take hold up- 
on thee. Thanke this finne for an hard 
heart , thou fo much complained of j 
thanke this finne for that belltfh dark- 
nefle that over fprcads thee. This hath 
raifed Satan, Death, Judgement, HeJl 
and Heaven agatnft thee. 

O confider thofe rearefullfinnes that 
. are packt up in t his one evill. 

Sfnefil ■»• Fearcfull Af§/Uek from G o a 
o£ Admt [like a Devill. 

*"*• j a. Horrible Rebellion againfr God, 
I' I in joyning fides with the Devill, and 

taking Gods grcateft enemies part a- 

gainftGod. 

3. Wofull unitlitft in fafpeding 
Gods threats to be true. 

4. Fearefull Blaffhemj in conceiv- 
ing the Devill,(Gods enemy and mans I 
murderer) to be more true in his temp- 1 
Cations , than G e o in his threat- 
ning. 

j$ I j. Horrible frwfc in thinking to make 
this fin of eating the forbidden fruit,to 
be a ftep and a itayre to rife higher, 
and to be like Cod Himfelte* 
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6. Fcarcfull contempt of G od, mak- 
ing bold to rufh upon the (word of 
the threarning fecretly, not fearing the 
plague denounced. 

7. Horrible wubdnkfulnejfe , when 
(tof had given him all but one tree^uid 
yet be muft be fingring that too. 

8. Horrible theft , in taking that 
which was none of his owne. 

p., Horrible Idolatry jn doting upon, 
and loving thecreature more than God 
the Creator, who is blened for ever. 

You therefore that now fay, no man 
canfay blacke is your eye, you have li- 
ved civilly all your dayes, looke upon I 
this one grievous fin,take a full view of J 
it, which thou haft never ihed oneteare 
for as yet,and fee thy mifery by it,and 
wonder at Gods patience.He hath fpa- 
red thee who waft borne branded with 
it, and haft lived guiltie of it, and muft 
perifli forever for it, if the Lord from 
Heaven pity thee not. 

iBut here is not all,confider fecondly, I J"* 1 ^ 
eteryinan is borne ftark dead in finne, d * ad wfin 
Efhtf.%,i. he is borne emptie of every 
inward principle of life, voy&<&& 
: : V*** 
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graces, and hath no more good in him 
(whatsoever he thinkes,; then a dead 
Cairion hath. And hence he is under 
the power of fin, as a dead man is un- 
der the power of death,and cannot per- 
forate any ad of life : their: bodies are 
living coffins to carry a dead foule up 
and downe in. 

Tis true (I confeffe ) many wicked 

men do many good a&ions^as^riyMg-, 

bearing, time/deeds, but it is not from 

Bcft afii. | an y inward principle of life : External! 

motives HVcflummcts on a dead ( yet 

artificiall)clock,fet them a running. jfc- 

k* was zealous, but it was onely for a 

kingdorrierthe Pbarifies gave alms only 

to be feene of men.If one write * Wiu 

with a dead mans hand deceafed, that 

Will can hold no Law, it was not his 

Will, becaufe it was not writ by, him j 

any inward principle of life of his 

. Pride makes a man f reach, pride 

make^a man heart , and fro) fome- 

times. Self- love ftirs up firange defires 

in men, fo that wee may fey, this is 

none of Gods Aft by his grace ia the 

foulc, but Prideand felfe»love. Bring 
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a dead man to the fire, and chafe him, 
and rub him, you may produce fome 
heace by chis exteraall working upon 
him : but take him from the fire a- , 
gftine, and he is (bone cold : fo many a 
man that lives under a found Miniftcr, 
Under the laflies and knockes of a chi- 
ding,ftriving Cit*fcie*ce, he hath fome 
heatc in him, fome affeAions i fome 
fearci , fome defires , fome forrowes 
ftirred, yet take him from the Mimjter, 
and his chafing ttnfcitnctjxA he grows 
cold again prefently, becaufe he wants 
aa inward principle of life. 

Which point might make us to take 
up a bitter lamentation for every na- 
tural! man . It is faid, Bx$d. 22.30. that 
there was a great cry in Egypt Jot there 
was not an honfe wherein there was 
not one found dead. Oh Lord,in fome 
Tow&es and families, what a world of 
thefc are there i Dead Husband, dead 
wife,dead fervants,dcod children,wal- 
king up and downc With their finncs 
( as Fame faith fome men doe after 
death ) with their grave - cloathei a- 
bout them, and God oneiy kxwtictx 
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whether ever they (hall Jive againe or 
not. ^How doe men lament the lofle of 
these dead friends i O thou haft a pre- 
cious foule in thy bofome (lark dead, 
, therefore lament thine eftate, and con- 
; fider k ferioufly. 

Jrirft, a dead man cannot ftir, nor of- 
fer to ftir. A wicked man cannot fpeake 
one good word,or do any good a&ion* 
; if heaven it feife did lye at (take for do. 
ingofit, nor offer to (hake offhis fins, 
nor think e one good thought. Indeed 
he may fpeak and think of good things, 
but he cannot have good fpeeches,nor 
gdod thoughts 5 as an holy man may 
thinke of evill things, as of the (innes of 
the times , yet the thought of thofe 
evill things isggod, nor evill, fo 3 £ 
contra. 

Secondly, A dead man feares no 
dangers,though never fo grear,though 
never foneare. Let Minifters bring a 
naturail man tidings of the approach 
of the devouring plagues of God de- 
nounced, he feares them not. 

Thirdly, A dead man cannot be 
drawne to accept of the beft offers. 
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Let Chrift come out of heaven and 
fall about the necke of a nacurall man, 
and with tears in his eyes befeech him 
to take his bloud himfelfe, his King- 
dome, and leave his finncs, he cannot 
receive this offer. 

Fourthly, A dead man is ftarke 
blindeand can fee nothing, and ftarke 
deafe, and heares nothing, he cannot 
tafteany thing : fo a naturall man is 
dark blind, he fees no God, no Chrift, 
no wrath of the Almightie , no glory 
of Heaven* He heares the voyce of a 
man > but he heares not the voyce of 
God in a Sermon ; he favoureth not 
tne things of Gods Spirit. 

Fiftly, A dead man is fenfleflej and 
feeles nothing: fo, caft mountames of 
finneupon a wicked man, he feeles no 
hurt, tint ill the flames of hell break out 
upon him. 

Sixthly, A dead man is a fpeechlefle 
man,he cannot fpeake unlefleitbfe like 

a Parrcc. 
Seventhly, Heisabreathlctfeman; 

A natural J man may fay a Prayer, or 
\kvife a prayer o^rtofh is memory aad 
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wir, or he may have a few fliort - win- 
ded wtibes j but to powre out hisfouk 
in prayer, in the bolbme of God, with 
I groanes unutterable he cannot. I woo- 
j der not to fee fo many families without 
family prayer 5 Why i They are dead 
men, and lie rotting in their fiones. 

Eightly. A dead man hath loft all 
beautie : So a meere naturall man hath 
loft all glory : He is an ugly creature 
in the fight of God, good men and An- 
gels, and (hall one day be an abhorring 
toailflcflk 

Ninthly. A dead man hath bis 
wormes gnawing him. So natural! 
men have the worme of coofcience 
breeding now, which will be gnawing 
them ihortly. 

Laftly. Dead men want nothing but 
calling into the grave. So there wants 
nothing but calling into hell for a na- 
turall man. So that as Abrshmm loved 
Strab well while living, yet when £bce 
was dead, he feeks for a burying place 
foe bet to carry her out of his fight : fa 
r Gbc/mayletfomefan:efuU\vKl^mentl 
look, and lay to U, take thos taa&\ 
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foule out of my fighr^ &c. It was a 
wooder that £xs4r*&>though lying but 
foure daycs in the grave, fhould live 
againc : O wonder thou,that e ver God 
fhould let thee live, that haft been rot- 
ting in thy (in 20 # 3o.perhaps 60 .years 
together. 

III. Every natural 1 man and woman f Fuineite 
is borne full of all fin, Rom. 1. 29. as 
full as a Toade is full of payfon, as full 
as ever his skin can hold ; M indc, Will, 
Eyes,Mouth,every limbe of bis body, 
and every piece of his foul is full of fin $ 
their hearts are bundles of (inn:: hence 
SsUmon faith, Foolijhncffc u bound up in 
the htdrt of d child • whole treafu res of 
finne./f* cviUman (faith ChriftJ mof\ 
tht cvi£ treafure of his hurt , hringtih 
firth evill things j nay raging feas of: 
finne, ipuab 10. nay worlds of^inne. 
The tongue is d World of mifchiefe • limes $.* , 
what is the heart then t for out 
of the aboundance of the heart the 
tongue fpeaketh : fo that looke about 
thee and fee, , what ever finne is broa- 
ched and runnes out of any mans heart 
into his life through the whole world , * 

E? A\\ 
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all thofe finncs are in thine heart 5 thy 
minde is a neft of all the foule bfini- 
ms, hcrefiesy that ever were vented by 
any man* thy heart is a (linking (ink- 
hole of all Atheifine,. Sodomy, Blaf- 
phemy^Murther* Whoredome, Adul- 
tery , Witchcraft , Buggery •, fo that 
if thou haft any good thing in thee,it is 
but as a drop of Rofewattr in a bowle 
of poyfon, where fallen, it is all cor. 
jrupted. 

It is true , thou fccleft not all thefe 
things ftirring in thee at one time, no 
more than Hafycl thought he was or 
(hould be fuchabloud fucker,when he 
asked the Prophet plijkab if he were a 
dog ; but they are in thee like a neft of 
fnakes in an old hedge. Although they 
break pot out into thy life,thcjrlie lur- 
king in thy heart,thcy are there as a fil- 
thy puddle in a barrel! > which runs not 
out, becaufe thou happly wanteft the 
temptation or occafion to broach 
andtappe thine heart, or becaufe of 
Gods rcftraining Grace by Feare and 
S&ame, Educatim^ gwd Company >\Vks\ 

arr re/lraincd andbui\dtduY AtAtVv ^ : 

ten 
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fore when one came to comfort that 
famous pi&ure , patterne and mom)- 
[.meat of Gods juftice by fcv!s»y«ares 
horror and grievous diftrelfe^bf con- 
fcience : when one told him -he> never 
had committed fuch fins as Manoffes* 
and therefore he was not the gftaceft' 
firmer fince the Creation,as he concei- 
ved j he replyed that he fhouid have 
been woife than ever Mantjfes was, if 
he had lived in his time, and been on 
his throne. 

Matter Bradford would never looke 

upon any ones lewd life with one eye, 

but he would prefcntly returne within 

his ownc breaft with the other eye, 

and fay, tothis mj vile hurt rem tines 

that finne , which without Gods ffcciall 

grace I (beuld have committed as well 

as hee. O mee thinkes this might 

pull downe mens proud conceits of 

themfelves, efpecially fuch as beare 

up and comfort themfelves in their 

fmooth, honeft, civill life -fuch a$ 

| through education have been waflied 

J from all foule finnes, they N»e»*iw«. N 

tainted with whoredom^ tooiv^ 
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drunkennes,orprophaoeodrejand here 
ibey think themfelves fo fafe,tbat God 
cannot finde m his heart to have a 
thought of damping them. 
Oh confider of this point,which may 
make thee pull thine haire from thine 
headend turn thy cloaths to f ackcloth, 
and tun up and down with amazement 
and palenes in thy face, and horrour in 
thy confeience, & teares in thine eyes . 
What though thy life be fmooth, 
what though thy out fide, thy fepul- 
chre be paintedfoh thou aw full of rot. 
tennes of fin withio.Gutltk not before 
men as the fi tines of thy life make thee, 
but before God, of all the ftnrres that 
fwarme and roar in the whole world ax 
this day, for God lookes to the heart? 
guilty thou art thetfore of bear t- whor- 
dora,heart- fodomy jheart-blafpherny, 

h£artdrunkennes,heart-bttggery,hearc 
pppreffion, heart-idolatry ; and thefe ] 
are thefinnes that terribly provoke the , 
wrath of altnightie God againft thee, 
J fa 57. 16. fir tht miquHie of his cove. 
tMfiuJJiffaithaur Tranflation,) Ifimte 
kimjaai the Hebrew renders it better, I 
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ftrtbe mftdtit of his c$*fckwe (which 
is die fin of the heart & nature,) Xfmtte 
him. As a King is angry and mutters up 
his army againft rebe&not only which 
brings his fouldiers out to fight, but 
who keepes fouldiers in their trenches 
ready for to fight. Thefe fins of thine 
.heart are al ready arm'd to fight againft 
God at the watchword or alarum of a- 
ny temptation.Nay 1 dare affirme, and 
win prove it, that theft finnes provoke 
God to anger, and are as bad, if not 
worfe, than the finnes of thy life : for 

i.The fin of thine heart or naturc,ics 
thecaufe, the wombethatconteines, 
breeds,brings forth/uckles all the bit. 
ter, all the troope of fins that are in the 
life,and therefore giving life and being 
to all other, its the greateft fin. 

s. Sinne is more abundantly in the 
tort than in the life. An a&uall finne 
is bm a little breach made by the fea 
of firme in thine heart, where all finne, 
all poyfon is met & mingled together. 
Every t&uall finne is bnt as a Aired 
broken off from the great bottomeof 
firme in the heart, and hence ChtitiU 




Sinneiof 
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faith,*** eft he abundance of the heart the 
menth fftaketby and out efthe eviU trea- 
fure rftbe heart, wee bring firth evill 
things. A mans fpcnding money (I 
meant finne in the Iifc)is nothing to his 
treafure of finne in the heart. 

j. Sinne is continually in the heart. 
A&uall finnes of the life flie out like 
fparkes and vanifli, but this brand is 
alwayes glowing within : thetoade 
fpits poyfon fometimes,but it retaines 
and keeps a poy fonfuli nature alwayes. 
Hence the Apoftle calls it, finne that 
dwells in mce> that is, which alwayes 
lies and remaines in mee. So that in 
regard of the finnes of thy hearr, thou 
doeft rend in pieces and breake, i All 
the Lawes of God. 2 At one clap. 
3 Every moment of thy life. Oh/ me 
thinks the thought of this might rend 
an heart of Roc ke in pieces, to thinke 
I am alwayes grieving God 5 at all times 
whatfoever I doe. 

4. Aduall finnes ate onely in the 
life and outward porch; finnes of the 
heart are within the iowatd hovife* 
One enemy within tine Giifc is ^«&\ 

ttoax\\ 
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than many without $ A tray tor on the 
throne is worfc than a tray tor in the o- 
pen field#The heart is Chrifts Throne. 
A fwine in the beft roome is vorfe 
than in the outward houfe. More I 
might fay, but thus you fee, finnes of 
the lift are not fo bad , nor provoke 
Gods wrath fo fiercely againft thee, 
as the finnes of thine heart. Mourne 
therefore not fo much, that thou haft 
not been fo bad as others are, but 
look upon thy black feete, look with- 
in thine owne heart, and lament that in 
regard of the (ins there thou art as bad 
1 as any;Qiourn not fomuch meerly that 
1 thou haft finned, as that thou haft a na- 
ture fo finfuU,that it is thy natureto be 
proud,and thy nature to be vain and de- 
ceitfult,and loath,not only thy fins but 
thy felfe for fin, being brimfull of un- 
rig hteoufnefle. Bukrhere is not all, 
confider fourthly. 

4. That »h*t ever 4 natunll m$n doth 
isfinne^ as the infide is full,fo the out* 

fide is nothing elfe but finne,at leaft in 

the fight of an holy God^ tVvw^x^^N^^^ 

in the fight of blind foSx>5\ \^\\^ 
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Indeed hee miy d^e many thing?, 
which for the matter of them are 
-good,zs\\emay give Almts, frajjtft, 
c*m to Church, but as they come from 
him they are fiaoe ; as a rain may fpeak 
good words, but we cannot endure to 
heare him fpeakebecaufe of his (link- 
ing breath which defiles them : fome 
anions indeed from their generall na- 
tuKaieiadiflTereflt,for ail indiffc rences 
lye io generate j but every deliberate 
aAion considered in Individuo, with all 
its ritcumftanccs 5 as time,pl*ce, motive, . 
end> is cither morally good,or morally 
evilU as may be proved eafily j moral- 
ly good in good men, morally cvfli in 
imregeneratc and bad men : For let us 
fee particular anions of wicked men. 

i. AH their thoughts are onely eviil, 
and chat continually, Gen. 6.%. 

i. Alt their mrm are finnes, Pfal. jo* 
id. their mouths are open Sepulchres, 
which fincll filthy when they be o- 
pened. 

3. AUtheirnViZ/^Miarefin, as 



/ their eating, drmklngytyy ing* feilipg, I 
/^ftprag^axidploughing^Prw.ai.v \ 
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4. ^11 their r digitus a&ms are fins, 
as commkig to Church, Praying, f r#. 
1 5. S, 9>*& *• Fafting and mourning, lia.ii j* 
roare and ay out of (by felf till dooms 
day^ they are fins* tf*+ 5 8. 

5. Ail their mod Quiets %*A&i*»$ 5. 
are finnes, as $eb* who killed all £**& ] 
Prkfts $ becaufe his a&ion was out- 
wardly and materially good, there* 
fore Gcjd rewarded him with tempo* 
rail favours j but becaufe he had a 
Hawkes eye to get and fettle a King- 
dome to himfelfe by this meanes, ami 
fo was Theologically evil), therefore 
God threatens to be revenged upon 1 
him, %Ki*g. 10. 

6. Their mfidme is finne. Oh, men &t 
are often commended for their wife- 
dome, trit, and parts, yet thofe wits, 
and that wifedome of theirs is finne, 
M§m.S.7be wifedome eftbeflejb is xnmi* 
tie figshft Ged. 

Thu$,all they have or doe are fins $ 
For, how can he doe any good a&iofl 
whofe peifon is filthy i A corrupt 
Tree cannot bring forth fcocA ftxix 
thou an out of Qmft, vYvtxete^i^ 
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thy good things , all thy kindnefles 

done unto the Lord and for the Lord, 

as thou thinkeft, are raoft odious to 

him. Let a Woman feeke to give all the 

content to her Husband that may be^ 

hot out of any love to him^but only out 

of love to another man,>he abhorres all 

that fliee doth. Every wicked man 

wants an inward principle of love to 

God and Chrift,and therefore,though 

he feekes to honour God never fo 

much, all that he doth, being done 

out of love to himfelfe, God abhorres 

all' that he performes. All the good 

things a wicked man doth,are for him* 

felfe, either for felfe- credit, or (elfc; 

eafe , or felfc-contentment, or felfe- 

fafetie : He fleepes, prayes j heares , 

fpeakes,profeu*eth for himfelfe alone 5 

hence , acting alwayes for himfelfe, 

he committed! the higheft degree of 

Idolatry , ha pluckes God out of bis 

throne,and makes himfelfe a God, be- 

caufe hee makes himfelfe his laft 

end in every Action j for a man puts 

himfelfe in the roome of God af. 

I by nuking himfelfe Yns $nis 

ultimus 
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ultimus, as if he fhouM make himfelfe 
primum princifium. Sin is a forfaking 
or departing from God. Now every 
naturall man remaining alwayes in a 
ftace of reparation from God, becaufe 
he alwayes wants the bond of uni- 
on which is Fditfr, is alwayes finning, 
Gods curfe lyes upon him, therefore 
he brings out nothing but briers and 
thornes. 

objctf.Kut thou wilt fay, if ourpray- 
ing and hearing be finne, why mould 
we doe thefe duties i wee muft not 
finne. 

K^infw. I. Good duties are good in 
themfeives , although comming from 
thy vile heart they are finnes. 

2. It is leffe finne to doe them, than 
to omit them ; therefore if thou wilt 
goe to hell, goe in the faireft path thou 
canft in thither. 

3. Venture and try , it may be God 
may heare,not for thy prayers fake,but 
for his names fake. The utjuft $ndge 
holpe the fwe mdw $ not becaufe he 
loved her or her fuite, butbtcwSt .^R! 
herimptmnitit t audtobc^xi^ .^. 
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(halt have nothing if thou doeft not 

fcekc : what though thou beeft a Af, 

ret thou art alive; and arc for the pre- 

ent under the Table. Catch not at 

Chrift, fhatch- not at his bread, but 

waite till God give thee him $ it may 

be thou maycft have him one day. Oh 

wonder then at Cods patience, that' 

thou liveft one day longer , who haft 

all thy life time like a filthy Toad (bet 

thy venome in the race of God, that 

he hath never been quiet for thee : 

oh lopke upon that black bill that 

will one day be put in againft thee, at 

the great day of account, where thou 

muft anfwer with flames of fire about 

thine eares,not onely for thy drunken- 

neu*e,thy bloudy oathes,and whoring, 

but for all the actions of thy (hart life, 

| and juft To many actions fo many fins* 

Thou haft painted thy face over 

now with good duties, and good 

defires j and a little honeftie amongft 

fbfne men, is of that worth and 

raritie, that they thinke (7*/ is behold 

yjdingtb them, if he can get any good 
a&on&dm them. But wbtea tivy ?»»A 
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ted face fhall be brought before the fire 
of Gods wrath, then thy vileneffcfliall 
appearc be fore, men and Angels. Oh 
know it, that as thou doll nothing elfe 
but fin,f© God heapes up wrath againft 
the dreadfull day of wrath. 

Thus much for mans mifcry in re* 
gard of finnc. 

Now folioweth his mifery in regard 
of the ctnfequents or miferies that fol- 
low upon fane. And thefe are, 

i. Prefent. 
i 2 • Future. 
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r Firft, Alans prcfent mifcries,that al- 
ready lie on him for finae, are thefe fc- 
ven,thatisj 

Firft, God i his dredfull enemy , 
Ffdl. 5.5. 

Jgueft. How may one know another 
to be his enemy * 

An ft*. 1. By their looks. 2. By their 
threats. 3 . By their blowes. So God, 

1 . Hides his face from every natu- 1 
rail man, and will not looke upon him* ! 



Mans pre- 
fent mifc- 
ties. 
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2 . God threat cns^nay carfcth every 
natural! man, Gal.3.10. 

3. God gives them heaviebloudy 
lafhes on their foulcs and bodies, a 

Never tell me therefore, that God 

blefleth thee in thine out ward eftate • 

no greater figne of Gods wrath,than 

J for the Lord to give thee thy fwinge, 

4s a Father never lookes after a defpe- 

rate Sonne, but lets him run where he 

plcafes. And if God be thine enemy, 

then every creature is fo too, both in 

Heaven and Earth. 

jj , Secondly fi od hath f or fak en th cm % an4 

they have hfi God, Eph.i. 1 2 . It's (aid, 

that in the grievous famine of Samaria, 

%**•*•{ D W # dung was fold at a large price, 

becaufc they wanted bread. Oh ! Men 

live and pine away without God, 

without hread> and therefore the dung 

of worldly contentments are eftcemed 

fo much of. Thou haft loft the fight 

of God, and the favour of God, and 

the fpeciall protection of God,and the 

government of God. Cairns punifli- 

ment lyes upon thee in thy naturall e- 

/ftxc, thou art a Rmagatc from the 

/ fe^ 
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face of God, and from his face thou 
art hid. Many have growne madde to 
fee their houfes burnt, and all their 
godtisloft. Oh 3 butGodthcgrcateft 
good is loft : This lofTe made Saul 
cry out in diftres of confcience, i Sam. 
28*15. The Philiftians make war re a- 
gainft me, and God is departed from me •, 
the lofTe of the fwectncfle of whofe 
prefence, for a little while only , made 
the Lord Jefus himfclfe cry out, My 
God, my God, x»h) baft then forfaken me f 
whereas tbou haft loft G o x> att thy 
life time. Oh, thou haft an heart of 
braffe that canft not mournc for his ab- 
fence fo long. The damned in Hell 
have loft God, and know it, and fo the 
plague of defperate horrour lyeth up. 
bo them * thou haft loft God hereout 
knoweft it not, and the plague of an 
hard heart lyeth upon thee, that thou 
canft not raournefor (his lofTe. 

Thbdly,Thcy are condemned men, 
I condemned in the court of GodsjuR ice, 
I by the law which flryes map*, tre afw 
jagainft the m oft high (7^,andcondcTO- , 
J ixdbyjuOicc sad mercy by thfc G*ftel> 
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which ciycs murder, murder againft the 
Sonne of God, John 3.18- fo that 
every naturall man is damned in Hea- 
ven, and damned on earth. Godfethy 
all-feeing terrible Judge : Confcieiicc 
is thine accufer, an heavie witneflc : 
His Word is thy Jjyite: thyluftsare 
thy Fetteis: In this Bible is pronoun- 
ced and writ thy doome 3 thy fentence : 
Death is thy hangman, and that fire 
that fhall never goe out, thy torment : 
The Lord hath in bis infinite patience 
reprieved thee for a time j O take heed 
and get a pardon before the day of exe- 
cution come. 

Fourthly, being condemned take 
him Iaylor, he tiabondjltveto Sat4», 
Eph *-3« for Jits J ervmts yetrewfomye 
obey, faith Chrifi. Now every naturall 
man doth the devils drudgery,and car- 
ryes the devilis packe, and howfoever 
he faith he defyeth the Pcvill, yet hce 
finnes, and fo doth his worke. Satan 
hath overcome and conquered all men 
in Kjddm, and therefore, they are un- 
der his bondage and dominion. And 
though he cannot coiiv^\\^vMsv\ftfial x 
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againft his will, yet he hath potoer. 

Firft, to preletit and allure a mans 
heart by a finfull temptation; 

Stfondly, to follow him with it, if 
at firft he be fomcthing One of ir. 

Thirdly, to difquiet and wrack him 
if he will not yceld, as might be made 
to appeare in many inftances. 

Fourthly, befides he knowes mens 
humours, as poorewandringbeggerly 
Gentlemen doe their friends, in nccef- 
fity (yet in fceming courtefie) he vifits 
and applyes himfelfe unto thcm,and fo 
gaines them as his owne. O he is in a 
fearefull flavery who is under Satans 
dominion, who is * 

1 . A (icret enemy to thee. 

2 . A deceit fuS enemy to thee,that will 
make a n^an beleeve (as hee did Evab) 
even in her integrity,that he is fn a faire 
way, when his conditio* is miferable. 

3 . He is a cruell enemy or Lord oyer 
them that be his (laves, 2 C$r. 4. 3 . he 
gaggs them, fo that they cannot 
fpcake, (as that ©an that had a ^^ 
dcviU,) neither for Godj nbr to God in 
, prayer-, he flarves thcm^o*%Tto%t\\ 
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mon fhall ever doe them good 5 
robs them of all they get in Gods or- 
dinances, within three houres after the 
market, the Sermon is ended. 

4. He is a ftrMg enemy, Luk. 11.21. 
So that if all the devils in hell are able 
to keepe men from comming out of 
their finncs, he will: {bftroog an ene- 
my, that he keepes men from 10 much 
as fighitig or groaning under their bur- 
thebs and bondage,Z*£t 11 . 2 1 . When 
thefirong m*» keeper theftUce, his goods 
are in petit. 

Fifthly, HeucaftinttHtterd*rknc(fe, 
as crucll Jaylors put their prifoners in-, 
to the worft dungeons j So Sathan 
doth naturall men, 2 Cor. 4.3, 4* they 
fee no God, no Chrift, they fee not 
the happineffc of the Saints in light, 
they fee not thofe dreadful! torments 
that fhould now in this day of grace 
awaken them and humble them • Oh 
thofe by-paths which thoufands wan- 
der from God in, they have no lamp 
to their fecte to fhew them where they 
1 erre. Thou that art in thy natoraJl 
IcHatc art borneblind* axA\\v*fce*vU v 
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hath . blinded thine eyes more &y (inne, 
and God in jufticc hath blinded them 
worfe for finnc, fo that thou art in a 
corner of hell, becaufe thou art in ut- 
ter darknefle, where thou haft not a 
glimpfe of any faving truth. 

Sixthly, They are bound hand and foot 
in thif eft at *,4*d cannot come ont> Rom. 5 . 
6. iCor.%. 1 4. for all kindc of finnes 
like Chaines have bound every part 
and faculty of man, fo that he is fure 
for flirting * and thofe are very ftrong 
in hio),thcy being as deare as his mem- 
bers, nay as his life, Col. 3.7. fo that 
when a man* begins to forfake his vile 
courfes, and purpofeth to become a 
new man,2>m& fetch him back JVorld 
cnticeth him, and locketh him up, and 
Fkjh faith, oh, it is too ftrid a courfc, 
farewell then jxierry dayes, and good 
fellowship. Oh thou mayeft wi(b 
and defire to come outfometime, but 
canft not put ftrcngth to tt|y defire, nor 
indure to doc it. Thou mryeft hang 
down thy head like a Bulrufh for finne, 
but thou canft not repent of finnc, thou 
may ft prefumc, butthottca\\&i\ox.^- 
P 4. \^t^ 
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leeve, thou mayeft come halfe' way 
and forfake fomc fins, but not all fins, 
thou mayeft come and knocke at hea- 
ven gate as the foolijb Virgins di4> but 
not enter in and pafle through the gate * 
thou mayeft Tee the land of Canaan, and 
take much paine to go into Canaan, and 
mayeft tafte of the bunches of Grapes 
of that good land, but nevcrentcr into 
Canaan, into Heaven, but thou lyeft 
bound hand and foot in this wofullc- 
fta?c,and here thou muft lye and rot like 
a dead carkaffc in bis grave, untill the 
Lord come and rowle away the ftonc, 
and bid thee come out and live. 

Laftly, They art ready every moment 
to drop into hell. God is a confuming 
fire againft thee, and there is but one 
paper wall of thy body bctweenc thy 
foule and etcrnall flames* How foone 
may God flop thy breath, there is no- 
thing but that betweene thee and hell 5 
if that were gone, then farewell all. 
Thou art condemned, and the muffler 
is before thine eyes, God knowes how 
J foone the ladder may be turned, thou 
/hanged but by one toxxwv xafaoi 
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thread of thy life over the flames of 
hell every houre. 

Thus much of mans prefent mife- 
ries* 

Now followeth his future miferies, 
which are to come upon him hereafter. 

They muft dye, either by a fodaine, 
fallen or defperatc death, P/S/.8P.48. 
which though it is to a child of God a 
fweet flcepe, yet to the wicked it is a 
fearcfull curfe proceeding from Gods 
wrath, whence like a Lion hee tearcs 
body and foule afunder $ death com- 
meth hilling upon them like a fiery 
Dragon with the fting of vengeance in 
the mouth of it, it puts a period to all 
their worldly contentments, which 
then they muft fbrfake, and carry no- 
thing away with them , but a rotten 
winding- flieete. It's the beginning of 
all their woe, it's the captainc that firft 
ftrikes the ftroke, and then armies of/ 
cndlefle woes follow after, Revel. 6. a J 
Oh thou hadft better be a toadc, or a 
dogge than a man, for ther's an end of 
their troubles, when they are dead and 
; gonc$ ihey fall nm as mew £\wxv -*> 
/ tes^ 
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fteepe hill, not knowing where they 
fliallgoe, nm Repentance is too latt, 
efpecially if (thou haft lived under 
meanes before, it's either a cold Re- 
pentance, when the body is weake and 
the heart ficke, or an hypocriticall re- 
pentance, only for fearc of Hell, and 
therefore thou fayeft > LORD lefts 
receive my fink, . Nay commonly 
then mens hearts are moft hard, and 
therefore men dye like Lambes, and 
cry not out ; Then it's hard plucking 
thy foule from the Devils hands, to 
whom thou haft given it all thy life by 
finne, and if thou doft get itbacke,doft 
thou thinke that God will take the De-* 
vils leavings i Now thy day is paft, 
and darkenefle begins to over-fpread 
thy foule j now flockes of Devils come 
into thy chamber, waiting for thy foul, 
to flye upon it as a Maftive Dog when 
the doorc is^opencd. And this is the 
reafon why moft men dye quietly that 
lived wickedly , becaufe Satan then 
hath them as his owne prey, like Firsts 
who let a Ship pane by, that is empty 
/of goods, they Jbctf common^ &ttam x 
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that arc richly loadcn. The Chriftians ! 
in fomc parts of the Primitive Church 
tooke the Sacrament every day, be- 
caufc they did look* to dye every day. 
But thefc times wherein we live arc fo 
poyfoned and glutted with their cafe, 
thatit is a rare thing to fee the man that 
looks death ftedfaftly in thejfaccone 
hourc together, but Death will lay a 
bitter ftroake on thefc one day. 

IL After death they appeare be- JL 
fore the L o r d to judgment, #*£. 9. 
27. theif bodies indeed tot in their 
graves, but their foules returnc before 
the Lord to judgement, JScclefiit.j. 
The generall jfidgement is at the end 
of the world, when both body and 
foule appcarcs before God and all the 
wotld to an account. * But there is a 
particular judgement that every man 
meets with after this life, immediate- 
ly at the end of his life, where the 
foule is condemned onely before the 
Lord. 

You may perceive what this particu- 
lar judgement is, thus, by thefc foure 
conclusions. 
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i. That every man fliould dye the 
firfl: day hce was borne, isclearcj for 
the wages ef fin is death * in juftice thcr- 
foreitfhould be fddx finfijll creatures 
as foone as he is borne. 

% . That it (hould be thus with wick- 
ed mcn,but that Chrift begs their lives 
forafeafon, x 77*9.4. He it the Saviour 
of oilmen, • ( that is,) nota Saviour of c- 
ternall prefcrvation out of hell, but a 
Saviour of tcmporaUrefcrvationfrom 
dropping into hell. 

3. That this fpacc of time thus beg- 
ged by Chrift, is that feafon wherein 
onely a man can make his peace with a 
dif plcafed G04 2 Cor. 6 :% • 

4. That if men doe not thus with- 
in this cut of time, when Death hath 
difpatched them, judgement onely 
remaines for them ; that is, when their 
doome is read, their date of Repen- 
tance is outjthen their fentenceof ever- 
lafting death is paffed upon them, that 
never can be recalled againc. And this 
is judgment after death. Hee that 
judged himfelfe , (faith the Apoftle , 
iCtr. 1&51J Jhd not bee \udjeA oK 



the Lord. Now wicked men will not 
judge and condemne thctrtfelves in 
this life, therefore at the end $f it, God 
will judge them. All naturall men axe 
loft in this life, but they may be found 
and recovered againe, but a mans lofTc 
by death is irrecoverable, becaufe 
there is no mcanes after death to re- 
ftore them, there is no Friend to per- 
fwade,noMinifter to preach,by which 
Faith is wrought, and men get into 
Chrift* There is no power of returning 
or repenting thcn,f or night is come apd 
the day is paft. 

Againe,the punifhment is fo heavie, 
that they can only beare wrath, fo that 
all their thoughts and affe&ions are ta- 
ken up with the burden. And therefore 
Dives cryes out, / am tormented. 6 that 
the confideration of this point might 
awaken every fecure finner* What will 
become of thine immortall foule when 
thou art dead i Thou fay eft, ikntm not, 
I hope well. I tell thee therefore that 
which may fend thee mourning to tfry 
; houfe, and quaking to thy grave, if 
thou dyc& in this eftate, \\\o^&vws6 
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dye like a Dogge, nor yet like a Toad * 
but after death comes judgment; then 
farewell Friends, when dying* and 
farewell God for ever when thou art 
dead. 

Now the Lord open your eyes to 
fee the terrours of this particular judg- 
ment y which if you could fee, f unlefle 
you were mad, j it would make you 
fpend whole nights and day cs in fcek- 
ing to let all even with God. 

I will (hew you briefly the manner 
and nature of it in thefe particulars. 

1. Thy foulefhall bee dragged out 
of thy body, as out of a (linking Pri- 
fo^ by the Beviirthc Jay lor, into 
fome place within die bowels of the 
third Heavens, and there thou (halt 
ftand ftript of all Friends, all ceiofbrt, 
all creatures, before the prefence of 
GOD, Luke i p. 27. as at the <^*ffiz>cs, 
firft the Jaylor brings the Prisoners 
out. 

2. Then thy foule (hall have anew 
light put into it,whcreby it (hall fee the 

glorious prefence of God, as prifoners < 
/brought with guilty e^cs^ Va^^tSv\ 



tcrrour upon the Judge. Now, thou 
feeft no God abroad in the world, but 
then thou (halt fee the Almighty Jeho- 
vah, which fight (hall (hike thee with 
that Hcllirti terrour and dreadfull hor- 
rour, that thou (halt call to the moun- 
taines to cover thee, 6 Rockes, Rocks, 
hide mee from the face oft he Lambc, 
Rev. 6, ult. 

3. Thai all the finncs that ever 
thou haft or (halt commit; (hall come 
fre(h to thy mindc-, as when the pri- 
foner is come before the face of the 
Judge, then his accruers bring in their 
evidence 3 thy fleepy Confcicncc 
then will be inftead of a thoufand wit- 
ncfTcs, and every finne then with all 
the circumftances of it (hall be fet in 
order, armed with Gods wrath round 
about thee, J74/. 50.11. As letters writ | 
with juice of Oranges cannot bee read 
untill it bee brought unto the fire, and 
then they appeare * fo thou canft not 
read that bloudy bill of indictment thy 
confeience hatn againft thee new 5 but 
when thou (halt ftandneere unto God 
a cottTuttung l fite, thenyrti%ttvY«m^ 
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reckoning will appeare. It may bee 
thou haft left many (innes now, and 
gocft fo fane, and profit eft fo much, 
that no Chriftian can difcerne thee , 
nay, thou thinkeft thy felfe in a fafe e- 
ftate 5 but yet there is one leake in thy 
Ship that will finke thee $ there is one 
fecret hidden finae in thine heart, 
which thou liveft in, as all unfound 
people do, that will datnne thee. I tell 
thee, as foone as ever thou art dead and 
gone, then thou (halt fee where die 
knot did bind thee, where thy (in was 
that now hath fpojled thee for cver,and 
then thou (halt grow madde to thinkc $ 
O that I never faw this fin I loved,livcd 
in,plotted,perfe&ed mine own etcrnall 
ruine by, untHl now, when it is too late 
to amend. 

4. Then the Lord (hall take his e* 
verlafting fatcwell of thee and make 
thee know it too. Now God is de- 
parted from thee in this life, but hce 
may rcturne in mercy to thec againc * 
J but then the Lord departs with all his 
j patience to wait for thee no more, nor 
(Hull Chiill be offered thee any more, 
■ no 
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no fair it to ftrivc with thee any more, 
audio fhali pafle fentence,thongh hap- 
ly not vocally ,ytt efft&ually upon thy 
foule, and fay y Depart thou curfed. 
Thou (halt fee indeede the glory of 
God that others finde,but to thy grea- 
ter loi row (halt never taftc the faffie^ 

5 • Then (hall God furrender up thy 
forfrken foule into the hands of De- 
vils, who being thy jaylors mnft keep 
thee till the great day of account ; fo 
that as thy friends, are fcr ambling for 
thy goods, and vvormes for thy body,, 
fo Devils fhall fcramble for thy foule. 
For as foone as ever a wicked roan is 
dead, he is either in heaven or in hell. 
Not in heaven, for no uncleane thirtg 
comes there : if in hell , then among 
Devills, there fhall be thine eternall 
lodging, i <Pet. 3. 19. and hence thy 
forlorne foule (hall lie mourning for 
the time pad now too late, amazed at 
the eternity of forrow that is to come, 
Waiting for that fearefoll houre when 
the laft Trump fhall blow, and then 
body and foule meete to beast tas.' 
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wrath > that fire that fhall never goe 
out : Oh therefpre fufped and fearc 
th^Worft of thy felfenow, thou haft 
feldome or never or very little trou- 
bled thine head about this matter* 
whether Chrift will fave thee or not, 
thou haft fuch ftrong hopes and con- 
fidences already that he will * knqpr, 
that it is poffible, thou may eft be dc- 1 
ceivcd ; and if fo, when thou fhalt 
know thy doome after death , thou 
canft not get an hourc more to make 
thy peace in with God, although chou 
(houldeft weepe teares of bloud. Ifc: 
cither the muffler of ignorance fhall be^ 
before thine eyes, like an handkercher ~ 
about the face of one condemned, or if^ 
thou art pinioned with any luft, or iT 2 
thou makeft thine owne pardon, pro- 
claimed ( becaufe thou arc for ry a lit- 
tle for thy finnes, and refolveft never 
to doe the like againe ) peace to thjr 
foule, thou arc one that after death, 
(halt appeare before the Lord to judge* 
meht 5 thou that art thus condemned 
now, dying fo, fhalt come to xfe^ tar 
~ Ji execution after deaiYu 
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. There (hall be agenerall Judgement 
of foute aod body at the end of the 
worldjwhcrein they (hall be arraigned 
and condemned before the great Tri- 
bunal! feat of ]efu3 Chrift, $*dc 14^ 
15. 2 Qr.5.10. The hearing of Judge- 
ment to come made Felix to tremble j 
nothing of more efficacy to awaken a 
fecure (inner, than fad thoughts of this 
fiery day^ 

But thou wilt aske me how it may 
be proved that tjhere will be fuch a 
day* 

I anfwer, Gods juftice calls for itj 
this world is the ftage where Godsp*- 
tience and bountit aft tbeir parts, and 
hence every man will profeflfe and con- 
ceive 3 becaufe he feeles it, that Go# 
is mcrciitill ; But Godsjufiue is que- 
ft ioned, men thinke God eo be all mer- 
cy and no juftice; all honey and no 
fling; now the wicked profperin all 
their waies,are never punifhcd,but live 
and die in peace,whereas the godly are 
daily affli&ed and reviled. Therefore 
becaufc this Attribute fa&xs .* x&xa& 
eclipfc almoft now, ttaete m»& co\as^ 
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day wherein it muft fhine out before all 
the world in the glory of it,Rom.2. $ m 

The fecond reafon is from the glo- 
ry of Chrift : he was accufed 5 arraig- 
ned, condemned by men, therefore he 
(hall be the Judge of men, $$bn j. 27* 
for this is an ordinary piece of God3 
providence towards his people, th 
fame evill he calls them into now, h 
exalts them into the contrary good 1 
his time. As the Lord hath a purpofc^ 
to make $ofcfb Ruler over all Egypt 
but tirft he makcthhima (lave. Go< 
had a meaning to make Chrift Judg 
of men, therefore firft be fuffcrs bm^ 
to be judged of men. 

Slut ft. But when (hall this Judge*- 
ibent day be t I 

Anfo Though we cannot tell the f 
day and houre particularly ,' yet thi» J 
we are Aire of, that when all the Elc& / 
are called , for whofe fake the worU / 
(lands, ifa. 1. 9. when thefe pillars are I 
taken away,then woe to the world jts I 
when Lot was taken out of Sodome > I , 
then Sodome was butuu'Ytaw \\Vu»tl I 
probable that this time mWwmt «^ 
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yet : for firft Antichrift muft be confu- 
med, and not onely the fcattered vifi- 
ble Jcwes, but the whole body of the 
Ifraelites muft firft be called, and have 
a glorious Church here upon earth, 
Ezab. 37. This glorious Church 
Scripture and Reafon will inforce, 
which when it is called, (hall not be 
expired as foone as 'tis borne,but (hall 
continue many a yeare. 

£»*ft. But how (hall this Judge, 
ment be i 

%Anfatr. The Apoftle defcribes it 

1. Chrift fliall breake out of the 
third heaven, and be feene in the ayre, 1 
before any dead arife, and this fliall be 
with an admirable flioat , as when a 
King commeth to triumph over his 
fubjeds and enemies 

2. Then fliall the voyce of the Arch* 
ingtll be heard: now this Arch-angell 
is Jefus Chrift himfelfe, as the Scrip- 
ture expounds, being in the Clouds of 
Heaven ; he fliall with an audible 
H&vcn.Jhaking ihout fay , Rife }•* 
dea^Md^me t* judgement ,e*cs\a%Yfc. 
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l called to Ldtyus , Lazarus arife. 

3. Then the Trump (hall blow, and 
even as at the giving of the Law,£*W. 
19.i1/* faid the trumpet founded,much 
more lowder (hall it now found when 
he comes to judge men that have bro- . 
ken the Law. I 

4. Then fli all the dead arife. i.The 
bodies of them that have dyed in the 
Lord (hall rifefirft,then the others that 
live, (hall,like £wk> be tranflatcd and 
changed, 1 Or. 15. 

y. When thus the Judge and Ju- 
dices are upon their Beach at Chrifts 
right hand on their throaes, then (hall 
the guiltie prifoners be brought forth, 
jpid come out of their graves like filthy 
Toades againft this terrible ft or me: 
Then (ball all the wicked that ever 
were or ever (hall be , ftand quaking 
before this glorious Judge, with the 
fame body es, feete, hands, to receive 
their dooms. 

Oh confider of this day thou that 
liveft in thy finnes now, and yet art 
fafe, there is a day commv^wbet^iri . 
thou mayefk snd (halt be v>A%&» \ 
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i. Confidttsrfrfhallbethyludge: r 
why, mtTtyjitii , gndmfft it felfe, 
even Iefus (thrift that many, times 
held out his bowelsof compamon to* 
wards thee. A child of Gojl may fey, 
yonder is my broth tfyfritnd, bushmd. 
But thou mayeft fay:, yonder is mine 
enemy. He may fay at that day > yon- 
der is he that flied his bloud to fave 
me j thou mayeft fay 9 yonder he 
comes whofe heart I have pierced 
with my finncs* whofe bloud I have 
defpifcd.They may fay,0 come Lord 
fcfus, and cover me under thy wings : 
But thou (halt t hen cry out, O Rockes 
fall upon me and hide me from the 
face of the Lambc. 

2. Confider the manner of his com- 2 . 
tning, 2 7 kef i. 7. He ihall come in 
flaming fire, the heavens (hall be on a 
flame, the elements :ihall melt like 
fcalding lead upon thee : when a houfe 
is on fire at midnight in a Towne, what 
a fearefullciyh there made i When 
all the world fliall cry firc,fire 5 and run 
up and down for ihdtcr to hide t\vtxsvA 
j 'fclvch but cannot findeit,butfe^»^\ 
' G 4 **sr Wfc 
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now the gloomy day of blond and fire 
is come, here's for my pride, here is 
for my oatb<s v apd rhc Wages for my 
drunktnntftt , fecmitit, and neg!e& of 

3. Inregardof the heavic accufirt i- 
ons that (hall come againfr thee at chat 
day. There's never a wicked man al- 
raoft in the world, as faire a face as he 
carries, but he hath at fome time 0^0- 
ther committed feme fuch fecrct vil- 
lany, that he would be ready to hang 
himfelfe for (hame,if others did know 
of it * as fecret whoredme, felfe-/*//*- 
ttoH, [pecuhtiremanttnnejfe, men with 
men> women with wmen, as the Apo- 
ftle fpeakes Rom. 1 . Why, at this day , 
all the world 4ball fee and heare thefe 
privie prankes, then the books (hall be 
opened. Men will not take up a foule 
bufineffe, nor end it in private, there- 
fore there (hail be a day of publique 
hearing; things (hall not be foddenly 
fhuffied up, as camall thoughts ima- 
gine, viz. That at this day, firft Chrift 
ihaU raifc the dead, and then the fe^a- 
maafliallbc made. andt\ieathfcte& 



xctvee 



f 



•Hi 



otrvert 



tenccpift, and then fuddenly the 
Judgement day is done : No, no, it 
muft take up fome large quantitie of 
time, that all the world may fee the 
fecret finncs of wicked men in the 
world , and therefore it may be made 
evident from all Scripture and Reafon, 
that this day of Ch rifts Kingly office 
in fudging the world, (hall laft happi- 
ly longer than his private adminifW 
tion now (wherein he is lefle glorious) 
\wgtv trying the world. Tremble thou 
time- ferver, tremble thou Hypocrite, 
i tremble thou that liveft in any fecret 
1 finne under the all-feeing eye of this 
Judge j thine owoe confciencc indeed 
fhall be a fufficicnt witncffe againfl 
thee, to difcover all thy finnes at thy 
particular judgement,but all the world 
fhall openly fee thine hidden clofe 
courfes of darkneffe, to thine everla- 
r ftiogfhame at this day. 

4. In regard of the f earfull fentence 
that then (hall be paffed upon thee } De- 
part thou curftd creature into eirerla- 
fting fire prepared tot tta&\tor&>«&^' 
his Angels. Thwi^YttYfc&crjcsr 
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mercy,Lord, O a little mercy : No, 
will the Lord Iefus fay , I did indeed 
once offer it you , but you refufed, 
therefore Depart. Then thou (halt 
plead againe, Lord, if I muft depart, 
yet blefle me before I goe : No, no, 
Depart thm curfed. Oh bur, Lord, if I 
muft depart curfed, let me goe to fomc 
good place j no , Depart thou curfed 
kartell fire. Oh Lord, that's a torment 

1 cannot beare, but if it muft be fo,- 
Lord,let me come out againe quickly 5 
No,depart thou curfed into ever Ufting 
fire. Oh Lord, if this be thy pleafure, 
that here I muft abide, let mee have 
good company with me : No, Depart 
thou curfed into everlafting fire prepa- 
red/* tie Devill and his Angels. This 
(hall be thy fenrence. The hearing of 
which may make the rocks to rent, fo 
that, goe on in thy finne, and profper, 
defpife and fcof& at Gods Minifters, 
and profper, abhorre the power and 
pradtife of Religion as a too prccife 
courfg and prpfper 5 yet know inhere 
w ill a day come when thou (takttveet . 

withz c/readfallludge, adoY^v^VfeoL-X 
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tence. Now is thy day of finning, but 
God will have fliortly his day of con. 
demning. 

When the Iudgement day is done, 
then the fearefiill wrath of God (hall 
be powred out and piled upon their 
bodies and foules > and the breath of 
the Lord like a ftreamc of brimftone 
(hall kindle it, and here thou (halt lye 
burning,and none (hall ever quench it. 
This is the execution oF a (inner after 
Judgement, Revel, n. 8. 

Now this wrath of God confifts in 
thefe things. 

Thy foule (hall be bani(hed from 
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Wherein 
confifts 
the wrath 
of God. 



the face and blefled fweet prefence of 
God and Chrift, and thou (halt never 
fee the face of God more. It is (aid,, 
AB. 20. that tbej weft fere, beeaufe they 
fhould fee Pauls fdee nd mere. Ob, thou 
(halt never fee the face of God.Chrift, 
Saints, and Angels more. O heavie 
doome to famiflj and pine away for e- 
ver without one bit of bread to com- 
fort thee, one fmile of God to refre(h 
thee. Men that have ttadi fot«.% \xsv-' 
/ ring opau t^em, mufliYtt ta^ta®? 
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the prefencc of men (bund and whole. 
Oh, thy finnes like plague- fores runne 
on thee, therefore thou muft be (hut 
out like a dogge from the prefence of 
God, and all his people, a Thcf.i. 9. 
3. God (ball fet himfelfe like a con- 
fuming infinite fire againft thee, and 
tiead thee under his feet, who haft by 
fione trod him and his glory under 
foot all thy life. A man may devi/c 
exquifite torments for another, and 
great power, may make a little fticke 
to lay on heavie ftrokes : but great 
power ftirred up to ftrike from great 
fury and wrath, makes the ftroke dead- 
ly : I tell thee, all the wifedome of 
God (hall then be fct againft thee to 
devife torments for thee, Mich. i. 3. 
there was nerer fuch wrath felt or 
conceived as the Lord bath deviled a- 
gainft thee that lived and dyeft in thy 
naturall eftate : Hence it is called wrath 
to ceme^ 1 Thef. u ult. The torment 
which wifedome (hall devife, the al- 
mighty power of God (ball infiift up- 
f on thee, fo as there ms tow!* fab * 
power /eene in making tVft*K«6&*»\ 
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in holding a poore creature under the 
wrath, that holds up the foule in be- 
ing with one hand, and beats it with 
the othe^ ever burning like fire againft 
a creature) and yet that creature never 
burnt up, Kim. 9.21. Thinkenot this 
crueltie 5 it's juftice $ what cares God 
for a vile wretch whom nothing can 
make good while it lives. If we have 
been long in hewing a block, and we 
can make no meet veflcil of ir, put it to 
no good ufe for our felves, we caft it 
into the fire : God hcweth thee by Ser r 
ntemSickneJfe, hjfcs, and crtffes, fud- 
den acAth, mercies and miferies, yet no. \ 
thing makes thee better j what fliould 
God doe with thee, but caft thee 
hence i Oh confider of this wrath 
before you feele it. I had rather have 
all the world burning about mine 
eares,than to have one blading frowne 
from the bleflfed face of an infinite and 
dreadfull God. Thou canft not in- 
duce the torment of a little kitchin-fire 
on the tip of thy finger, not one halfe 
home together : how^\\ttVvc»\^^w^ 
the fury of this infinite cndVeS* «*• 
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out aUeteroitie i * 

3# * 3. The never-dying worme of a 
guiitie eonfeience (hall torment thee, 
as if thou hadft fwaliowed downe a li- 
ving poyfonfull fnake, which (hall lie 
gnawing and biting thine heart for fin 
paftjday & night. And this Worm (hall 
torm&t by (hewing thecaufe of thy mi. 
fcry, that is, that thou didft never care 
for him that (hould have (aved thee* 
By (hewing thee alfo thy (ins againft 
the Law, by (hewing thee thy (loath, 
whereby thy happinefle is loft. Then 
(hall thy eonfeience gnaw to thinke, 
fo many nights I went to bed without 
prayer, and fo many dayes and houres 
I fpent in f eafting and fooltfh fporting. 
Oh if I had fpent halfe that time now 
mif. fpent, in praying, in mourning, in 
meditation, yonder in heaven had I 
becne. By (hewing thee alfo the means 
that thou once hadft to avoid this mi- 
feryjfuch a Minifter I heard once, that 
told me of my particular finnes^as if he 
/had been told of me : fuch afutnd ^e% I 

- . Ifwadcd me once to tnxae ovtt *tlcw \ 
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teafel remember fo many knocks God 
gave at this iron heart of mine , fo ma- 
ny mercies the Lord fent , but oh no 
meanes could prevaile with me; Laft- 
ly , by (hewing thee how eafily thou 
mightcft have avoided all thefe naile- 
ries; Ob, once I was almoft pcrfwa- 
ded to be a Chriftian, but I fuffered 
my heart to grow dead,& fell to loofc 
company, and fo loft all* The Lord Je- 
(iis came unto my doore and knocked, 
and if I had done that for Chrift,which 
I did for the Devill many a time, to o- 
pen at his knocks, I had beene faved. 
A thoufand fiich bites will this wormc 
give at thine heart , which (hall make 
thee cry out,0 time,time,0 Sermons, 
Sermons j O my hopes and my helpcs 
are now loft , that once I had to fave 
my loft foule. 

4* Thou (halt take up thy lodging 
for ever with Deyills , and they (hall 
be thy companions : Him thou haft 
fervea here, with him muft thou dwell 
there. It (cares men out of their wits 
dmo/l to fee the Devill, as thoj t\\\tfc^ 
when they be a/one t but whax \»tiwk 
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mall fill thy foule when thou (halt be 
banifbed from Angels focietie, and 
come into the fellowship of Devills 
for ever i 

5. Thou fhah be filled with finall 
defpaire. If a man be grievoufly fickc, 
it comforts him to thinke it will not 
laft long* But if the Phyfitian tell him 
he.muft live all his life time in this ex- 
tremitie, he thinkes the pooreft beg- 
gar in a better eftate than bimfelfe. Oh 
to thinke when thou haft been milli- 
ons of yeares in thy forrowes , then 
thou art no neerer thy end of bearing 
thy mifery, then at tnefirftcomming 
in j Oh I might once have had mercy 
and Chrift , but no hope now ever to 
have one glimpfeofhis face, or one 
good looke from him any more. 
6. Thou (halt vomit out blafphemous 
oathes & curies in the face of God the 
father for ever,& curfe God that never 
elected thee, and curfe the Lord Jefus 
that never flied one drop of bloud to 
redeeme thee, and curfe God the holy 
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\ (bait lie and weepc and gnafh thy teeth 
' in fpight againft God and thy felfe, 
and roare and (tamp and grow uiadde, 
that there thou rauft lie under the curfe 
of God for ever. Thus I fay thou (halt 
Ifcblafpheming, with Gods wrath like 
a pile of fire on thy foule burning, and 
flouds , nay Teas, nay more, Teas of 
teares (for thou fhalt for ever lie wee- 
ping ) (hail never quench it. And here 
which way fo ever thou looked thou 
(halt fee matter of everlafting gricfe. 
Look up to heaven, & there thou (halt 
fee (oh ) that God is for ever gone. 
Looke about thee, thou (halt fee De- 
vills quaking, curfing God j and thou 
fands, nay millions of (infull damned 
creatures crying and roaring out with 
dolefull flirikings : Oh the day that 
ever I was borne. Looke within thee, 
there is a guiltie cdnfciencc gnawing. 
Looke to time pa(l , oh thofe golden 
dayes of grace , and f weet feafons of 
mercy are quite loft and gone. Looke 
to time to come, there thou (halt be- 
r hold cvillSy rroopes and Cwatmts oV N 
/btrowesj o^ woes, and raging ^hw^ 
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and billowes of wrath comming roa- 
ring upon thee.Looke to time pre/enr, 
O not one houre or moment of eafe or 
refreshing, but all curfes meet toge- 
ther, and feeding upon one poore loft 
icunortall foule, that never can be re- 
covered againe* No God, no Chrift, 
no Spirit to comfort thee, no Minifter 
to preach unto thee, no friend to wipe 
away thy continual! teares, no Sunne 
to fliine upon thee, not a bit of bread, 
not one drop of water to coole thy 
tongue. 

This is the mifery of every naturall 
man. How doe not thou fhift it from 
thy felfe, and fay ; God is mercifnll. 
True, but it is te very few, as fliall be 
proved* Tis a thoufand to one if ever 
thou be one of that fmall number 
whom God hath picked out to efcape 
this wrath to come. If thou doe not 
get the Lord Jefus to beare this wrath, 
farewell God,Chrift,and Gods mercy 
forever- And I am fure that it's no 
common evill which God gives to e- 
ve ry jvicked man j if Chrjft had fhed 
feas of bloud > fee thine bearcat reft, 




there is not one drop of it for thee, un- 
till thou comeft to fee, and feele, and 
groane under this miferablc cftate. I 
tell thee, Chrift is fo ftrre from facing 
thee, that he is thine enemy. If Chrift 
were here and fhould fay, here « my 
bloud for thee , if thou wilt but lye 
downe and mourne under the burden 
of thy mifery, and yet for all his fpee- 
ches, thy dry eyes weepe not, thy 
ftout heart yeelds nor, thy hard heart 
mournes not, as to fay • Oh / 1 am a. 
finfull, loftj condemned, cur fed, dead 
creature : what fhall I doe t dpft not 
thinke but he would turne away His 
face from thce,and fay,6h! thouftony 
hard-hearted creature, wouldft thou 
have me fave thee from thy mifery, 
and yet thou wilt not groane, figh^and 
mourne for deliverance to me 5 out of 
thy mifery i if thou likeft thine eft ate 
fo well) and pr^eft me fo little, perifh 
in thy mifery for ever. 

Oh / labour to be humbled day and 
night under this thy woefull eftate. 
Thou art guilty of Jdsms grievous fin ; 
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will this breake thine heart* ifrjThou 
art dead in finne; and top-full of all 
finne, will this breake thine heart i 
Ne y Whatfoever thou doeft,haft done, 
(halt doe, remaining in this eftate, is 
finne, will this breake thine heart i 
Wo* God is thine enemy,and thou haft 
ioft him, will this breake thine heart < 
No. Thou art condemned to die eter- 
nally j Sathan is thy Jaylor, thou art 
bound hand and foote in the bolts of 
&y finnes, and caft into utter dark- 
v flfe,and ready every moment to drop 
imo hell, will this breake thine heart i 
No. Thoumuft dye, and after that 
appeare before the Lord to Judge, 
ment j and then beare Gods everla- 
fting infupportable wrath,which rends 
the rqckes, and buraes dovyne to the 
bottome of hell j will this breake 
thine hard heart man i No. Then 
fare- well Chrift for ever, never look 
to fee a Chrift, untill thou 4pft come 
to feele thy mifery put of Chrift. 
Labour therefore for this, and the 
Lord will reveale the Brazen Ser- 
pent, 
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repent, when thou arc in chine owne 
fcnfe and feeling Aung to death with 
I thy fiery Serpents. 

So I come co open the Fourth 
Principall Point, v/*. 
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Chap. I I I I. 

THat the Lord Jefus Chrift is the 
onely means of Redemption and 
deliverance out of this eftatc,£^. 1.7. 
In whom wee have redemption through 
hit blond: which plainly demonftrates, 
that 
Dot. $ e fa Cbrift it the onely means of mans 
Redemption and deliverance out of his 
bondage qpdmiferable cflate. And this 
h the Db&rine I (hall nowinfift up. 

on. 

When the Ifraelites were in bon- 
dage and mifery , he fends Mofes to 
deliver them* When they were in Ba- 
bylon, he rtirreth up Cyrus to open the 
prifcn-gates to them. But when man 
is in mifery , he fends the Lord Je- 
fus, God and man, to redecme him, 
c/ftf.4. 12. 

£ueft. How doth Chrift redeeme 
men out of this mifery i 

Anfw. By paying a price fir them, 

1 Cor. 6. ult. Gods mercy will be ma. 

i nifeftcd in faving fome, and his juftice 
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muftbe fatisfied by having fatisfa&i 
on or price made and paid for mans 
done. 

Hence Chrift fatisfieth Gods Iu- 
(lice. 

Firft, by (landing in the roome of all 
them whom mexcy decreeth to fave* 
A Suretie ftandeth in the roome of a 
debrer, Hcb.j.ii. As the hikAdtnt 
flood in the rooqpe of all mankind^ 
fallen : So Chrift ftandeth in the 
roome of aU naen riling) or to be refto- 
redagaine* 

Secondly, by taking from them, in 
whole : roome he flood , the eternall 
guilt of all their (innes, and bya(fu- 
ming the guilt of all thofe finnes unto 
himfelfe, 2 Cor. 5. 22. Hence Luther 
faid, Chrift was thegreateft (inner by 
imputation* 

. Thirdly , by bearing the curfe and 
wrath of God kindled againft finne. 
God is fo holy, that when he feeth fin 
(licking onely by imputation to his 
owne Sonne , he will not fpare him, 
but his wrath aad curfe muft hebeare, 
Gd. 3,13, Chrift drinks up the cup of 
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alf the Ele<3 at one draughc , which 
they mould have been fipping , and 
drinking, and fwelling, and tormented 
with millions of yeares. 

Fourthly, By bringing into the pre- 
tence of God perfect righteoufhefTc, 
Rm. j. ii. for this aifo Gods juftice 
required ferfe&ip», conform it ie to the 
Law, as well as (ferfeft fatisfaftimt) 
fuffcring for the wrong offered to the 
Law-giver.Juftice thus requiring thefe 
foure things, Chrift fatisfies Juftice 
by performing them*, and fo payes the 
price. 

II. Chrift is a Redeemer by ftrong 
hand. The firft Redemption by price 
is fiuiflied in Chrifts perfon , at his re- 
Turredtion : the fecond is begun by 
the Spirit in mans vocation, and ended 
at the day of Judgement j as money is 
firft paid for a Captive in Turkey, and 
then becaufe he cannot come to his 
owne Prince himfelfe, he is fetcht a- 
way by ftrong hand. 

Hereisincourageraent to the vilcft 
firmer, and comfort to the felfe-fuc- 
coiukffc and loft firmer, who have 
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fpont all their money , their time and 
endewUrs upon thefe duties and dri- 
vings, that have been but poorc Phy- 
fitians to them : Oh looke up here to 
the Lord Jefus, who can doe that cure 
for thee in a moment, which ail crea- 
tures cannot doe in many yeares. 
What bolts, what ftrong fetters, what 
unruly lulls, temptations and miferies 
art thou lockt into < Behold the De- 
liverer is come out of Shn, having fa- 
tisfied Juftice, and paid a price to ran- 
fome poore Captives,!**^. 1 8. with 
the Keyes of Heaven, Hell , and thy 
unruly heart, in his hand, to fetch thee 
out with great mercy and ftrong hand} 
who knowes but thou poore prtfbnef 
of HeU , thou poore Captive of the 
Devill, thou poore (hackled firmer 
nayft be one whom he is come for i 
Oh looke up to him, figh to Heayen 
for deliverance from him, and be glad 
and rejoyce-at his comming. - 

This (hikes terrour to them, that ' v/ti. 
though there is a meanes of delive- 
rance, yet they lye in fhek mifcry, ne- 
ver groane, never figh to the Lord Jc- x 
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fus for deliverance ; nay, chat rejoyce 
in their bondage, and dance to Hell in 
their bolts 5 nay, that are weary of de- 
liverance, that fie in the ft ockes > when 
they are at frdprs , that come out of 
the Church 3 when the tedious Ser- 
mon runs fottiewhat beyond the houre? 
like prifoners out of a Jaile,that defpif& 
the Lord Iefu$,when he offers to ope J^ 
the dootes, and fo let theod oitoftha 
raiferable eftate. Oh poore creatures 
is there a means of deliverance t 
doft thou negleft, nay defpifcit. Koow^ r 
it, that this will cut thine. heart 
day, when thou art hanging in thy gi 
bets in Hell , to fee others ftandi 
at Gods right hand, redeemed 
Chrift $ thou mightft have had (hit 
in their honour <> for there was a Deli 
verer come to fave thee , but th 
would ft have none of him* Oh th 
wilt lye yelling in thofe cyctlaftiag^I 
burnings, and tare thy hairc, and curie 
thyfelfe : from hence might. I have 
been delivered, but I would not ♦ Hath 
Chtitk delivered thee feotaHd^ vsd -* 

hat h he not delivered t\«fc faomtSwoR^^ 
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le-houfe * Hach Chrift delivered 
ee from Sathajos focictie, when he 
th not delivered thee from cby loofc 
rap any yet t Hath Chrift delivered 
ee from burning, when thy faggots, 
y fins,growin thecals Ghriftsbloud 
ine, that mak'ft do more account of 
nor feckfi no more vcrtue from it, 
a^ in the bloud of a chicken i Art 
ou redeemed, doft thou hope by 
hrift to be faved , that did ft never 
?, nor fecle, nor figh under thy bpn- 
ge i Oh / the devils will keepe hQli- 
y ( as it were) in hell 5 in refpe&.of. 
ee , who ftalt mourne under Gods 
rath , and lament. Oh there was a 
eanes to deliver us out of it,but tfrou 
ilt mourne for ever for thy m^ery* 
nd this will bee ajtodkin at thine 
art one day , to tbinke there was a 
liverer, but 1 wretch would none of 

II. 

iere likewife is matter of Reproofe, 
fuch as feeke to come out of this 
[fery from and by tbemfelves. * If 
ty be igntrdnt, they ho^e tob* lv 
i by chek good meanitt^*tv<^v»i 
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ers. If Civill, by paying all they owe, 
and doing as they would be done by, 
and by doing no body any harme. If 
they be triwltd about their eftates, 
then they lkk thcmfclves whole by 
their mourning, repenting, and refor- 
ming. Oh poore ftubblc, canft thou 
ftand before this coniuming fire with- 
I out fin i Canft thou make thy felfe a 
Chrift for thy felfe t Canft thou beare 
3c come from under an infinite wrath i 
canft thou bring in perfe& righteouf- 
neflc into the prdence of God ( This 
Cbrift muft doe, clfe he could not la- 
tisfieaudredeeme. And if thou canft 
not doe thus , and haft no Chrift, dt~ 
fire and fr*y , that heaven and earth 
fluke, rill thou haft worne thy tongue 
to the ftumps, t*4t*imr as much as 
thou canft, and others commend thee 
for a diligent Christian % m—mt in 
fome Wilaernefle till doomes day, 
dig thy grare there with thy naylcs, 
weepe buckets full of hourely teares, 
till thou canft weepe no more. Fsfi f 
and frsj till thy skin and bones cleave J 
Frtmfc and Fwrtsft, with I 
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full tefolucion to be better ^ tiay re- 
forme thy head,heart,life,& todjgne, & 
fome,nay all finnesjlive like an Angell, 
(bine like a Sunne,walke up and downe 
the world like a diftrefted Pilgrim go- 
ing to another Couotrcy, fo that all 
Chriftians commend and admire thee* 
Die ten thoufand deaths,lie at the fire- 
backe in Hell fo many millions of 
yeares as there be piles of grafle on the 
earth, or fands opon the Sea-more, or 
ftarres in heaven, or mores in the Sun: 
I tell thee , not one fpatke of Gods 
wrath againft thy finne,(hall be,can be 
quenced by all thefe duties , nor by 
any of thefe forrowes, oxttires% for, 
thefe are not the bloud of Chrift.Nay 
if all the Angels and Saints in heaven 
and earth mould pray for thee, thefe 
cannot deliver thee , for they are not 
the bloud of Chrift. Nay, God as a 
Creator having made a Law, will not 
forgive one finne without the bloud 
of Chrift i Nay, Chrifts bloud will 
not doe it neither, if thoO doeft joyne 
never fo little, that thou haft or doeft, I 
unto Jefts Chrift^and make&ttai Cdfitk 
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The offer 
of Chrift 




or any of thy duties coparcners wich 
Chrift in that great worke of laving 
thee. Cry out therefore as that blef- 
fcd Martyr did* Tiontbm ChrtH , none 
but Chrift. 

Take heed of negle<5ting orreje&ing 
fo great falvation by Jefiis Ghrift. 
Take heed of f pilling this potion^ that 
onely can cure thee. 

But thou wilt fay , this meanes of 
Redemption is onely appointed for 
fpme, it is not intended for all, there- 
fore not for me, therefore how can I 
reje& Chrift? 

It is true, Chrift (pent not hisbreat h 
to pray for all, $ohn 17. 9- muchiefle 
his bloud for all j therefore he was ne- 
ver intended as a Redeemer of alls But 
that he is not intended as a Deliverer 
of thee* How doth this follow if How 
doft thou know this i 

But fecondly, I fay 5 Though 
Chrift be pot intended for all, yet be 
is tijfered untd all, and therefore un- 
to thee. And the ground is this 
chiefly. 

The iiniverfail offer of Chrift ari- 
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feth not from Chrifts Pricftly office 
immediately, but from his Kingly of- 
fice, whereby the Father having given 
him all power and dominion in heaven 
and earth, he hereupon commands all 
men to ftoop unto him , andlikewife 
bids all his Difciples and all their fuc- 
ceflburs to goe and preach the Gofpel 
to every creature under Heaven, Mat. 
zS. 18,19. ForChrift doth not im- 
mediately offer himfelfeto all men as 
a Saviour, whereby they may be in- 
couraged tofervehim as a King :.but! 
fir ft as a King commanding them to 
' caft away their weapods^nd ftoop un-j I 
to his Scepter , and depend upon his ' 
free mercy, acknowledging* if ever he 
fave me, I will blefle him j if he damne 
me,kis Name is righteous in fo dealing 
with me. , r 

Bat that I may fatten this exhortati- 
on, I will (hew thefe foure things. 

I. The Lord Iefus is offered to eve- 
ry particular perfomwhich I will fhew 

thus. WhatMd»utofayagamftit,i^^ 
that thou doeft doubt of it < It may be & where-* 

fhou wilt plead* ...... If* 
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Ob, I am fp ignorant of my fclfe 
God, Chrift, or bis will, that Curdy 
the Lord §ffcrs no Chrift to me. 

Ycsjbut he doth, though thou iyeft 
in utter darkneflfe Our bleflcd Saviour 
glorified his Father, for revealing the 
myfteryofthe Gofpell tofimplemem, 
neglecting thofe that carried the ehiefe 
refutation of wifdome in the world. 
The parts of none are fo low, as that 
they are beneath the gracious regard of 
'Chrift. God beftoweth the bcft fruits 
of his love npon meane and vqpake per- 
fonsfor, that he might confound the 
pride of flefli the more. Where it pica- 
feth him to make his choice,and to ex- 
alt his mercy, he pafTeth by no degree 
of wit, though never fo uncapable. 

But thou wilt fay 5 I am an enemy to 
God, and have a heart fo ftubborne 
and loath to yeeld 5 I have vexed him 
to the very heart by my tranfgrelfions; 
Yet he feefeecheth thee to be recon- 
ciled. Put cafe thou haft been a (inner, 
. and rebellious againft God,yet folong 
as rhou art not found *mot\%& m&cv- i 
3us oppofers, audvadtttxi^wsi^\«a^v 
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truth* never give way to defpayrrog 
thoughts, thou haft a mercifull Savi- 
our* 

But I have defpifed the meanes of ot\. 
Reconciliation and re je&ed mercy. 

Tet God calls thee to returne 5 71m +4»f> 
bdftfUjedthc Harlot with many lovers, 
yet tmtnt againe to me, fdith the Lord, 
$t¥.i. 1 . Cad thy felfc into the arracs 
of Chtift, and if thou pcrilheft, perith 
there 5 if thoudocft not, thou art fure 
topehlh. If mercy be to be had any 
where, it is by ftcking to Chrift, not 
by turning from him. Herein appeares 
Chrifts love to thee, that he hath gi* 
ven thee a heart in fome degree fenti- 
ble; he might have given thee up to 
Jbdrdnejffc, fecuritie, and prophanenefie ; 
of all fpirituall judgements the grea- 
test. But he that dyed for his enemies, 
will hi no wife refufe thofe thedefire 
of whofe foule istowafds-him.When 
the Prodigali fee himfelfe to returne 
to his Father,his Father ftayes not for 
hira^ but meets him in the way . If our 
finnei difpkafe us y they ftuYY tvt\% 
butt us } but we /hill be ettecov^ ol x 
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God to be, that which we dcfire and 
labour to be, Pfal. 145. 19. 

But can the Lord offer Chrift to mc, 
fo poore , that have no ftrength, no 
faith, no grace, nor fenfe of my po- 
verties 

Yes, even to thee , why fhouldwe 
except our ielves, when Chrift doth 
not except us. Come unto me alljee that 
are weary and heavy laden. Wee are 
therefore poore, becaufe we know not 
our riches. We can never be in fuch a 
condition, wherein there will be juft 
caufe of utter defpayre. He that fits in 
darkneffe, andfeetb no light, no light of 
comfort, no light of Gods counte- 
nance , yet let him trutt in the Vjame of 
the Lord. Weakneffes doe not debarre 
us from mercy, nay, they incline God 
the more. The Husband is bound to 
beare with the wife,* being the weaker 
veffelli and fhall we thinke God will 
exempt himfelfe from his owne Rule, 
and not beare with his weake Spoufe i 

But is this offer made to me that can. 
not love y prize, not tafittxta Lord I 
Jcfus. 
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Yes,to thee, Chrift knows how to 
piety us in this cafe. We arc weake, 
but we are his. A Father lookes not 
fo much at theblemiihes of his childe, 
as at his own nature in him ; So Chrift 
finds matter of love from any thing of 
hisowneinus. A Chriftians carriage 
towards Chrift may in many things be 
very ofFcn(ive,and caufe much ftrange- 
neffe, yet ( fo long as he refoJves not 
upon any knowne evill ) Chrift will 
ownchloijand he Chrift. 

Oh / but I have fallen from God off, 
fince he hach iniightned me^And doch 
he tender Chrift t&mee. 

Thou muft know that Chrift hath 
married every bdeeving foule to him- 
fclfe,and that where the work of grace 
is begun, fin loofes ftrength by every 
new fall. If there be a fpring of finnc 
in thee, there is a fpring of mercy in 
God, and a founcaine daily opened to 
wafh thy unclcanenefle in. Adam ( in- 
deed) loft all by once finning * but we 
are under a better Covenant, a Cove- 
nant of Mercy, and are incouxa^i Vj 
the Sonne to goo to the T?.tt\\« tMfcwj 
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day for the finnes of that day. 

Ifl was willing to receive Chrift, I 
might have Chrift offered to me. But 
will the Lord offer him to fuch a one 
as defires not ro have Chrift ? 

Yes, ( fay th our Saviour ) I would 
have gathered you, as the btnnc g3the- 
reth her chickens urder her wings, 
and you would not. Wee muft know, 
a creating power cannot onely bring 
fomcthing out of urtbiagjbut contrary 
out otantrarj j of unwilling,God can 
make us * willing petple. There is a pro- 
mife of fovning clean* water ufon us 7 
and Chrift hath taken upon him to 
purge his Spoufe, and make her fit for 
himfelfe. 

What haft thou now to plead againft 
this Orange kindneffe of the Lord in 
offering Chrift to thee i Thou wilt 
fay, it may be : 

O i I feare time is paft, Oh time is 
paft. I might once have had Chrift, 
but now mine heart is fealed dowoe 
wich hardneffe, blindnefle,unbcliefe j 
Oh / time is now gone. 

No, not fo, fee I fat. 6 j, i^ a, 3. All 
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the day long God holdeth out his 
hands to a back- Aiding and rebellious 
people. . Thy day of grace, thy day of 
Bieanes, thy day of life , thy day of 
Gods driving with thee, and ftirring 
ofthce,ftilllafts. 

But if God be fo willing to fave,and 
(o prodigall of his Chrift, why doth 
he not give me Chrift, or draw me to 
Chrift '. 

I anfwer. What command doft thou 
looke for to draw thee to Chrift, but 
this word,C*;**jOh come thou poore, 
forlorne, loft, blind, curfed, nothing, 
I will fave thee, I will enrich thee, I 
will forgive thee,I will' enlighten thee, 
I ivill blefte thee, I will 1>c all things 
unto thee,doeall things for thee. May 
no* this winne and mclc the heart of a 
Devill? 

II. Upon what conditions may 
Chrift be hid t 

Make an exchange of what thou art' 
or haft with Chrift, for what Chrift is 
or hath ; and fo taking him, ( like the 
wife Merchant the Purlc ) thou (halt 
have Salvation with him. 



Ill 



Otj. 



vinf. 



'.At ■ 






13 



^W 



^*« 



III 



mm 



On what 
tertnes 
Chrift 
may be 
had. 

I. 



2. 



Tie Sincere Qom>ert< 



Now this Exchange lyeth in thefe 
fourc things chiefly. 

Firft, give away thy fdfe ib him, 
head, heart, tongue, body, foule , and he 
will give away himfclfe unto thee, 
Cant. 6. 3. yea he will ftand in thy | 
roome in Heaven, that thou maift tri- 
umph and fay, lam already in Hea- 
ven, glorihed in him. I fee Gods blef- 
fed face in Chrift % I have conquered 
Death, Hell, and the Devillin hiim 

Secondly, Give away all thy finnes 
to Chrift, confeflfe them, leave them, 
caft them upon the Lord Jefus,fo as to 
receive power from him to for (alee 
them. And he will be made finne for 
thee, to take them away from thee, 
i J oh. i. 9. 

Thirdly, Give away thine honour, 
p Ua fure, profit y life, for him 5 he will 
give away his Crowne and honour, 
life, and all ro thce^ Luh. 18. Let no- 1 
thing be fweet unto thee but him, and ; 
nothing (hall be fweet unto him but 
thee. 

Fourthly, G^ve awa^ tV\\ Ra<** ^ fot- 
fake thine oxvne ftieYw£o>i\i\dfe ^ 
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him, he mill give away all his Robes 
andRighteoufneffetothee, Phil, j 8, 
9. Thou (halt ftand as glorious in the 
fight of God, howfoevcr thou art a 
poorc fnake in thy felfc, as an Angel, 
nay, as all the Angels, becaufe cloa- 
thed with his Sonne Chrift Jefus his 
Righrcoufheffe. 

Now tell me, will you have Chrift i 
He is offered to you. Yes, you will all 
fay : Yea, with all mine hearr. But will 
you have him on rfiefe termes i upon 
thefe IIU conditions i 

Now becaufe men will flatter them- 
felves, and fay, Yes. 

III. I will (hew you foure forts of 
people that reje& Chrift thus offered* 

Firft, The Jleigbtj unbthtvtr ; that 
when he heares of an offer of Chrift, i 
and (hould wonder at che4ove of th 
Lord in doing this ; he makes nothing 
of ir, but goes from the Church, and 
fayes , Wee muft give MifAfters the 
wall in the Pulpit j and, pooreiuen, 
they muft have fomewhat to hy and 
preach for their living : Th«e vu% *. 
good pkine Sermon to dav^tta xxnsv 

I 4 fro\Mi^ 
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feemcs to meane well , but I thinJcc he be 
no great Schollcr-, and fo makes no more 
of the ©ffer of C kri &> then of the o#er of a 
ftrawat their feet. If a good bargaiqe be 
offered them, they Will forget all their bii- 
fineffc to accompbfti that ; yet they make 
light of this offer, Mmh. 22.5. 

Secondly, The dejperdtf unbeliever : that 

feeing his finnes to be fo great* and feed- 
ing his heart fo hard, and finding but lit* 
tie good from God, fincc he fought for 
helpe,(like Ctinj flyeth from the prefence 
of the Lord -, like a mad Lyon he breakes 
his chaines of retraining grace, and run- 
neth roaring after his prey, after his cups* 
(jueanrs, lufts, $cc. and fo will not honour I 
Chrift wth fuch a gre^t cure of fuch great 
finnes, that he (hall never have the credit 
of ity nor will be beholding to him for fuch 
akindneffe. 

Thirdly , The frefiimptuens unbeleever : 

that feeing what finnes he hath commit* 

ted, and it may be havinga little touch and 

fome forrow for his finnes , catcheth at 

Oirift, hoping to be laved by him before 

ever he come ro be loaden with finne as 

rhe greateft cvill , or Gods wrath kindled 

againft him as his greateft curfe ; and fo 

catching at Chip, hopes he hath Chrift, 

arid hoping he haf h Chrift already* (huts 

out Child tot the future, aijd to?t\t&£ 

Yvvm 
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hiimc*Gf<3.ii.YooflulIhavcditlcti«i 
and women complaine never of the want, 
but ooely of the wea&rcfle of their Faith, 
*c they wil coc be be area eft frcm thence ; 
kt them heart never fo much of their m&- 
ry, nor (er never fomoch of their fines, 
yet they will not be beaten off from tm- 
ftm*; to Chxift. ^ i 

Fourthly . The ttttrrirf mmhfmt make- \ 

lee* : oi that is m a c£eftni whether | 
jhehadbefthateChriftorna He fa* 
I fome£^)odinChrifithatheworid gbdfy? 
j have him foe, as, there I ftall have Hea~ j 
j ven, and pardocfeand grace and peace, and 
l vet hefceth many things he dtftkeswnl 
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finfbdi games ; and hence they 
ray and that way, not knowing 
i whether tfcey have beft have Cbrifi or no, 
\ i***** i. 6. 7. thefc people xtjed Jdm 

j IV. Andncwccmea&dice thegceat- 
\ cefleofthisfinne. 

j 1. It's a mcfi tUwijfrwejft a tu tPp ii n g 
3 odoct foot iliebkxicc^djeScxx^U God, 

ft'.io.u. : 

a. Ifs a OX-ft £&*m*rir.g jhsxe ; far*** ! 

hrthefiift aft of Faith, a man glonficth 
C^tycbevreaiitfcc Law m^sitt&as^ 
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break all thofe Lawes of God in an inftaiK* 
and fo docft diflionout him. 

3. \£sxm&*»tr*tef* ll f tnn *s it'sde(pi- 
fing God? greatcft love, which the Lord 
takes mod heavily. 

4. k IS am oft inexcufobk fmne ; for what 

have you to caft againft fefits Chrift f Oh, 
ray finncs are fo great, thou wilt fay. But 
take Chrift, his Bloud will wafii thee from 
all thy finnes. 

Oh ! but mine heart is hard, and my 
minde Wind. 

Yea, but take me,and I will breake thine 
heart* open thine eyes. A new heart is 
Gods gift , and he hath promifed to create 
it in tis. 

Oh I but then I muft forfake all my plca- 
fures. 

Thou (halt have them ftdly,continualIy, 
infinitely in Chrift. 

Oh \ but Icannot take Chrift. 

Oh ! but Chrift can give thee an hand 
• to receive him y as well as give away him- 
felfe. 

5. It JS zmofl hetvie Jiwte. What fitlflC 

will gripe fo m Hell, as this ? fob. j« 1^. 
God the Father fhall ftrike the Devils for 
breaking the Law of the Creation^but God 
the Sonne ihall ftrike thee, and the Cora- 

J forter himfelfe (hall fet himfelfe againft ! 

/ thee, for defpifiag the meancs and offers of 
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Redemption. The Devils might never 
have had mercy, but thou (hah think wftR 
anguifb * and vexation, and madneffe of 
I heart, I might have had a Chrift, he was 
offered unto me ; mercy wooed this fhib- 
borne proud heart to yeeld- But,ORocke 
of Adamant that T was, it did notaffeft 
me. Oh flie fpecdilyto thisCitie of Re- 
fuge, leift the purfucr of bloud overtake 
thee. 

Away then out of your fcWes to the Cord 
Tefus. Heaven and earth leave thec 3 and 
have forfaken thee : now thrre is but one 
more that can doe thee^ood, and deliver 
thv fonle from cndleffe forrowigo to him* 
and take hold on him , not with the hand 
of prefumwon & love to thv felfe, to fave 
thy felfe, but with the hand of faith and 
love to him, to honour him, 

I art well enough already, what tell you 
me of Chrift: 

This is the damning finne of tfcefe times, 
when men have Chrift r ffered unto them * 
foretelling them elfe of wrath to come, 
thev fay they are well ; hence feeling no 
judgement heiv, they fearr no wrath here- 
after ; hence being well, they feele no need 
of Chrift ; hence till thev dye. they never 
feeke out for a Saviour/Men will not come 
into the A rke already made fortbem, be- 
forethefloud arjTe/Thcw^TO&t&fe , 
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much of thofc it nurfcthup, that they arc 
unwilling to conic to heaven, when they 
are called to come home. 

But it may be Chrift hath not redeemed 
me, nor died his bloud for me* therefore 
why fkould I goe to him > 

It may be it is true , may be not, yet doe 
thou venture as thofc, f**l 2. wh$ knmet 

bm the L*ri may return ? It is tlUC^ God 

hath cle&cd but few , and fo the Son hath 
fhed his bloud, and dyed but for a few, yet 
this is no excufe for the?, to lie downc and 
fay, what fkould I feeke out of my fclfe for 
fuccour > Thou mud in this cafe venture 
and try, as many men amongftu$ do now, 
who hearing of one good Living fallen, 
twenty of them will goe and fceke for it, 
although they know oqely one {Hall have 
it. Therefore fay as thofc Lepers in Sam*- 
ria ; if I ftay here in my finnes, I die ; if I 
goe out to the Campe of the Sjrians, wee 
may live, we can but die however : ii I goe 
buttoChrift, I may get meity, however 
I can but dye , and it is better to dye at 
Chrifts feetc, than in thine ownc puiJle. 
Content not your felves therefore with 
your bire reformation and amending your 
lives, this is but to erode the debt in thine 
ownc boske, it rctmineth uncancelled in 
the Creditors booke ftill :' but goe, take, 
oifrr up this ccernall facrifice before the 
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eyes of God the Father, and cry guilcie at 
his barre, and looke for mercy from him \ 
figh under thy bondage, that as Mo/a was 
fent unto the Jfraclites, fo may Chrift be 
fent into thy foule. Reft not theiefore in 
the fight or fenfe of a hclplefie condition ; 
faying , I cannoft hclpc my felfc unlefle 
Chnlt doih • figh unto the Lord Jdbs in 
Heaven for fuccour, and admire the Lord 
for ever > that when there was no helpe, 
<and when he might have raifed out of the 
riones children to praife him \ yer he fhould 
fend his Sonne out ot his boforae to fave 
thee. So much tor this particular ; The 
filth Divine PrlncifU tollowes to be hand- 
led. 



C H A f. V. 

THat thofc that are laved out of this c- 
* ftate, are very few, and that thofe chat 
are faved, are laved with very much diffi- 

cultie, A/atth.y. 14. Straight u the gate, and 
narrow u the Tray' that leadeth nnto life, and 
few there be thatfinde it. 

Here are two pans. 

i. The paucitieofthem that fhall be la- 
ved $feVrfinde the Vv*} thither. 

a. The difficulty of being kvcdjtraigkt 

and narrow u the waj and gate unto life. 
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Hfcnce arife two Do&rines. 
i . That chc number of them that (hall 
be faved is very fmall, L*k. 1 3 . 24. the dc- 
vill bach his drove m&f»armes chat go? to 
hell, as fad as Bees to their hive $ Chrift 
hath hisjkekj and that is but a little flock •, 
hence Gods children are called ^wcUs , 
OHal. 3. 17. which commonly are kept fo- 
cret» inrcfpe&oftheothcr lumber in che 
houfe ; hence they are called ftrangets and 
pilgrims, which are very few in re(pe& of 
the inhabitants ot the Counttey , through 
which they paffe : hence they are calkd 

Sonnes of God, I foh. 3. a. of the blond roy- 

alii which are few in refpect of common 
fubjeds. 

But fee the truth of this point in theft 
two things. 

Firft, Looke to all ages and times of the 
world. Secondly, to all places and perfons 
in the world, and wee (hall fee few men 
were faved. 

I. Looke to all ages, and we (hall finde 
but a haxidfull faved. Afloonc as ever the 
Lord began to keepe houfe>and there were 
but two families in it, there was a bloudy 
Cain living, and a good Abel ftainc. And 
as the world increafed in number, fo in 
wicfedneffc, Gen. 6. it. it is faid, Allfiefi 

Jb*d wrrufted their wayes, ax& sfturagJK Co 

m*ay Aoufand men > tiot owi ty^wk* 
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but Noah, and his family * and yet in the j 
Arkc there crept in a curfed Cham. 

Afterwards, as Abrahams jrofteritie in- 
creafed > fo we Ice their finne abounded. 
W hen his pofterme was in £g)ft> where 
©ne would thinkc if ever men were good, 
now it would appeare, being fo heavily af- 
flicted by P Wrf^being by fo many mira- 
cles miraculoufly delivered by the hand of 
KjHofcs - 9 yet moft ot thefc God was wroth 
with, Heb. 3. 12. and onely two of them* 
Caleb and fojlua went into C* naan > a type 
of Heaven. Lookc into Salome* s time* 
w hat glotious times! what great profeffi- 
on was there then 1 yet alter his death , ten 
Tribes fell to the odious fin of ldolatry>foI- 
lowing the coirmand ot fereboam their 
King, JLooke i 111 1 her into Jfaiaks time, 
when there were multitudes of faenfkes 
and prayers', Jfay 1 . 1 1. yet then there was 
but a remnant, nay a very little remnant* 
that fliould be faved. And looke to the 
time .of Chrifls comming in the flefh ( for 
I pick out the beft times of all) when one 
would thinkc by fuch Sermons he pie a* 
ched> fucty miracles he wrought, fuch a Irfe 
as be led* alJ the Jewes fhculd have enter- 
tained him, yct'iis (aid, He came mn+his 

<m>ne f and they received him not. So few, that 

Chrift himfeJfc admiicsatctvc %pe&l%* 

t&ameJ, Behold *n J jrtelite uuppfectw tVitrc 
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no guile. In the Apoftles time,many indeed 
were converted > but few comparatively,* 
and among ft the beft Churches many bad : 
as that at ThWppi, Phil. 3. 18. many had a 
name to live* but were dead, and/lonely 
kept their garments unfpottcd. And pre- 
fently after the Apoftles time, many grie- 
vous wives came and devoured the Jbeepe* y and 
fo in fucceeding ages>£'f. 12.9 .*// the earth 

wondered at the whore in Scarlet. 

And in Luther s time, when the light be- 
gan to arife againe,hc £aw fo many carnal! 
cc Gofpellersjthat he breaks out in one Ser- 

c< mon into thefe fpccche&; God grant I may 
cc never live to fee thofe bloudj dajes that are 
cc comming upon an ungodly world. Latimer 

faw fo much prophancneffc in his time, 
that he thought verily Doomes day was 
juft at hand. And have not our eyes fcenc 
in the Palatinate, where fcarce one man in 
twenty that flood out , but fell from their 
glorious profefiion to Popery , as faft as 
leaves fall in Autumne. Who would have 
thought there had lurked fuch hearts un- 
der fuch a fhe w of dctcfting Papery D as was 
among them before. And at Chriits com- 

VX&Xl&tJb*ll hefinde faith on the earth f 

2. Lex us lookc into all places and pcr- 

fons, andfcchowfewfhallbcfavcd. The 

world is now fplic into foure pares, Europe, 

%4fi* 9 Africa, and America : and the three 

/ biggpit 
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biggcft parts are drowned in a deluge 
of prop hanenefTe and fuperftitionjthey* 
do not fo much as profefle Chrift jyou 
may fee the fencence of death writ on 
thefe mens foreheads, ler.io. tdt. But 
let us looke upon the beft part of the 
world,and thatis£w0/*,how few (hail 
be faved there. Firft,thc Grecit church, 
howfoever now in thefe dayes, their 
good Patriarch of Confiantineple is a- 
bout a generally Re formation among 
them, and hath done much good, yet 
are they for the prefent, and have been 
for the moft part of them without the 
faring raeanes of knowledge. They 
content themfelves with their old fu- 
perfticioos, having little or no Preach- 
ing at all; And for the other parts, as 
Italy, Spaine. France, Germany, for the 
moft part they are Popifli j and fee the 
end of thefe men, 2 Thef. 1.9. And now 
anaongft them that carry the badge of 
honefty, I will not fpeake what mine 
eares have heard,& my heart beleeves 
concerning other Churches : I will 
come into our owne Church o£ Eng- 
land, which is the moft ftourifliiae L 
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England. 
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Luk, 15. 
*4» *f. 




Church in the world.-never had church 
fuch Pirjac hers, fuch meanes, yet have 
we not fume Chappels and Churches 
(land as dark lanr homes without light, 
^vvhere people are led with blind, or i- 
dlepr licentious Miniftcrs.and lb both 
rail ir to the ditch i 

Nay, even amongft them that have 
1 he meanes of grace , but few fhall be 
faved. It may be fo&utiries amongft 
ninctie nine in a Pariih, Chrift fends a 
Minifter to Cull fomc one loft Saccpe, 
Malik 13. Three grounds were bad 
wh^re the kede wa* fowne, and onely 
one ground good. It's a ft range fpeech 
otchryfoftome in his fourth Sermon to 
he people of Ant ticb, where he was 
'uuchoeloved, and did much good. 
* w How many doe you thinke(fakh he} 
u jhall be faved in this Citie i It will 
c% be an hard fpeech to you, but I will 
^fpeakcir; though here be fo many 
" ihoufands of you , yet there cannot 
fC be found a hundred that fhall be fe- 
"veri^and I doubt of them too j for 
" y hat: villany is there amoti^y outh t 
c what (lozh in oldmei\«at\dfoVit^^ 



\ 



«k 



**mm 



The Sincere (onve t. 1 1 1 7 



i 



►i 



/ 



on : So lay l,ncver tell me, we arc bap- 
rizeJ,andare Chriftians, and ruft to 
Chrift i let us buc fcparate the Goates 
from the Sheep;*, and exclude none, 
but fuch as the Scripture doth, and fcts 
acr^ffe upon their doores, wit! 1 , Lord 
h*ve mercy upsnthem, and we (hill fee, 
onely few in the Citie (hull be laved. 

i. Caft out all the Trophtne people 
among us, as drunkards, Tveareis, 
whores, lyers which the Scripture 
brands for b^cke Sh:ep.r, and con-, 
deenftes them in a hundred places. 

2 . Set by all Civ ill mcn> that arc but 

Wolves chained up,rame devils, fwi e 

{in a fare meadow, tint pay ail chey 

i owe, and doe no body any harntc, yu 

} do none any great good,thacpL jJ for 

tbemftlvcs and fay, who canity Slack 

is cniheeycr? 1* hefeare righ-cous men, 

whpm Cnrift nrvercame tocill , for 

he came not to call the righteous ^ but 

finners to repentance. 

j. Caft by all Hyptcrites, that like 
ftage-players, in the light of others* 
a&chc parte of Kings and hotve&msJ* \ 
whealookc upon them in'tteVt rg- 
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ring houfe, they arc but bafe varlets. 

4. For mall Profiteers , and Cam all 
Gofpcllers^ that have a thing like faith, 
and iike/#7w,and like true repentance, 
and like good Jefires^ but yet they be 
but pi&ures, they deceive others and 
themfelves too, 2 Tim. 3. 5. 
I Set by thefefoure forts, how few 
then are to be favcd,even among them 
that are hatchc in the bofome of the 
Church i 

Firft, Here then is an uf e of incou* 
rdgement. Be not difcouraged by the 
name of fingularitie. What i doe you 
tliitike your felfe wifer than others i 
and ftiall none be faved but fuch as 
are fo precife as Minifters prate i are 
you wifer than others, that you thinkc 
none (hall goe to heaven but your felf-r 
I tell you, if you would be faved, you 
muft be Angular men, not out oifajki. 
on y bm out o{ con fc ience, A&>2$. 16 . 

Secondly, Here is matter oiterr$w 
to all thofethat be of opinion,that few 
(hall be laved jand therfore when they 
are convinced of the danger of fin by 
die Word, they fly to this fhelter, if I 

be 
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be damned , it will be woe to many 
more betides me then 5 as though moft 
fhould not be damned; Oh yes , the 
moft of them that live in the Church 
(hall perifh. And this made an Hermit, 
which Theodora mentions, to live fif- 
teen yeares in a Cell in a defolate wil- 
dernefle, with nothing but bread and 
water , and yet doubted after all his 
forrow,whether he fhould be fayed or 
no. Ob, Gods wrath is heavie which 
thou (halt one day beare. 

Thirdly,This rainiftreth exhortation 
to all confident people,that think they 
beleeve, and fay, they doubt not but 
to be faved , and hence doe not much 
feare death. Ob,learhe hence to fufpe& 
and feare your eftates, and feare it fo 
much, that thou canft not be quiet, un- 
till thou haft got fome aflurance thou 
(halt be faved. When Ch rift told his 
Difciples that one of them fhould be- 
tray him, they all f aid, M after > it it 1 ? 
but if he had faid,elev€ of them fhould 
betray him,all except one, would they 
not all conclude, Surely it is I : If the 
Lord had faid, onely/w (halite das\- ^ 

K 3 ~ x ^ 
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ntd, every m<imnight tea re, f r. may oc 
jt fc.I 5 but now he faith, mtft ftjil, e- 
very man may cry out and lay, Surely 
it is I. No humbiehcarr, but is driven 
to apd fro withTftjany Winging feares 
this way, yep there is a generation of 
pi e fum ptuous,brazen* faced.bold peo- 
ple, • that confidently thinke ot them- 
fdves, as the ^ewesoftbc Pbariftes, 
( being (o holy and ftri& ) th « t if God 
i ave but two in the world , they /hall 
make one, "./". 

The child of God indeed is bold as 
a Lion 5 bur he hath Gods Spirit rnd 
promife, aflurjng him of his eternall 
we'f ire. But 1 fpealce of divers that 
have no found ground to prove this 
point, ( which the y pcrrinjcioufly de- 
fend ) that they L\iA\ be faved. This 
confide nr humour ragcth moft of al in 
our old proft (T rs at la r g?i w ho thinke, 
that's a jeft indeed , that haying been H 
of a good Uhofe fo long, tba: they 
now (h^nld be fo farre behind -band, as 
to begin the worke, and lay the foun- 
dation .^new. And not onely among 
/ rhe/e^ut anion^ft. divots Cows cyf-^co* 
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pic, whom the £)evill never troubles 
becauf e he is fure of them already, and 
therefore cryes peace in their cares, 
vy^ufe consciences never trouble th^m, 
becaufe f&tf hach f^ut it's eyes 5 and 
hence t\\ty flyep^an^ fleeping dvearae 
that God is raeicifull unto therp, aod 
yyul be fb $ yet never fee they are de- 
ceived, until! they awake with the 
flumes of hclj about their earcs 5 and 
the tnrld troubles them not, they have 
their Hearts defire here, becaufe they 1 
are friends to it,& fq enemies to GpfJ* :; 
And Minijlcrs never trouble them, fo? ! 
they have none fucb as are fit for that 
worke rieete them * or if they have, 
they can fie and (leepe in the Church, 
or choofe whether they will beleeve 
him. And their friends never ttotyble 
them, becaufe they are afraide to dif- 
pleafe them* And God hinafclfe never 
( troubles them, becajafe that time is to 
come hereafter. This one truth well 
pondered and though; on, may damp 
thine heart, and mal^e thy conlcience 
fly in thy face,& fay, then art tie man % 
it m?y be there are better in hell than 
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thy felfe that art fo confident 5 and 
] therefore tell me what haft thou to fay 
for thy felfe, that thou (halt be fav cd • 
in what thing baft thou gone beyond 
them that think e they are rich, and want 
nothing, jvh* yet are pure, blindt,mife. 
rablt and naked ? 

Thou wilt fay happily, firft, I have 
left my finnes I once lived in, and am 
now no drunkard, no fwearer , no Iy- 
er, &c. 

I anfwer, thou may eft be wafht 
; from thy mire, ( the pollution of the 
world, )and yet be a fwine in Gods ac- 
count, 2 Pet. 2. 20, thou mayeft live a 
blamelefle, innocent, honeft, fmooth 
life, and yet be a miferable creature 

ftill,rf;'/*3**« 
But I pray, and that often. 

This thou mayeft doe,and yet never 

be faved, I fay i. n.To what purpofe die 

your multitude ef facrtfices f Nay, thou 

tnayeft pray with much aflfedion, with 

a good heart, as thou thinkeft,. yet a 

thoufund miles off from being feved, 

Prov, t.2%. 

But I faft fometitftes^^^^Y^J • \ 
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So did the Scribes and Pharifees,e~ 
ven twice a week, which could not be 
publique but private falls. And yet this 
righteoufneffe Could never favc them. 
• But I heare the Word of God, and 
like the beft Preachers. 

This thou rnayeft doe too , and yet 
never be faved. Nay, thou rnayeft fo 
heare, as to receive much jty and com- 
fort in hearing, nay to beleeve and 
catch hold on Chrift, and fo fay and 
thinke he is thine, and yet not be faved s 
as the ftony ground did, Mat. 13; who 
heard the word with joy, and for a'/**- 
fin beleeved. 

1 reade the Scriptures often. 

This you may doe too, and yet ne- 
ver be faved ; as the Pharifees, who 
were fo perfeft in reading the Bible, 
that Chrift needed but onely fay, It 
hath been [aid* fold time, for thy knew 
the text and place well enough with- 
out intimation. 

But I am grieved, and am forrow- 
full, and repent for my finnes paft. 

Judas did thus, Math. 27. 3. he re- 
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for feare of hell, and with a noturall 
forrow for dealing fo unkindly with 
Chrift, in betraying not oitelyof 
bloud, but innocent bloud. True hu- 
miliation is ever, accompanied with 
heartie reformation. 

Oh ! but Ilovegoodmen, and their 
company. 

. So did the five fifhjh Virgins love 
the company, aed ( at the time of tx~ 
ttemiue ) the very tyle and grace o£ the 
wife* yet they were locked out of the 
gates of mercy. 

But God hath given me more £***-• 
ledge than others , or then I my ielfe 
had once. 

This thou mayeft have, and be able 
to teach others, and thinkefo of thy 
felfe too, and yet never be faved. 
But I kecpe the Lordsday ftri&ly. 
So did the $ems , whom yet 
Chrift condemned > and were never 
faved. 

I have very many good Jeftres and 
endedvturs to get Heaven. \ 

Thefe thou &thoufands may haye* 
land yet mifle of Heaveou 
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Many ihdWfeeke co enter in at that 
narrow gare, and not be able. 

True, thou wilt fry ^ many men doc 
many duries, but without any lift or 
tyle. lam z ajous. 

So thou mayeft be, and yet never 
faved ; a* Jebu j Faul was zealous 
when he was" a Pharifec.and if he was 
fo for a fa] ft Religion and a bad caufe, 
^hy much more, mayeft thou be for 
a goori caufe $ fo ze*lovs, as notonel^ 
ro cry our agjinft.prophanenefte in 
the wicked, but civil 1 honeftie ofo- 
tbers, and hypocrifie of others, yea, 
evefl qf the c >ldnerie of the beft of 
Gods peopltrrhou mayeft be the fore- 
ho T fe in the tea me, and the ringleader 
of good f xercifes amongft the beft 
Tien, ( as J$a[b a wicked King was the 
firft that complained of the negligence 
of his heft Officers- in not repairing the 
Temple) and foftirre them up unto 
t : Nay , thou mayeft be fo forward 
js ro be perfecuted , and not yeeld 
an inch, nor fhrinfce in the wetting, 
but mayeft manfully and cqur^giouf- 
ly fiand it out in time of pcrfccutiou^ 
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as the thorny ground did : fo zealous 
thou may ft be, as to like beft of, and to 
flock mod onto the mod zealous prea- 
chers that fearch mens cofciences beft, 
as the whole Countrey ofjudeacame 
flocking to Johns Miniftry,and deligh- 
ted to heare him for a feafon, nay thou 
mavft be zealous, as to take fweet de- 
light in doing of all thefe things, I fay 
5$.2tf.thej delight in approaching mare 
unto God, yet come fhort of heaven. 

But thou wilt fay $ True, many a 
man rides poft, that breaks his neck at 
laft:many a man is zealous, but his fire 
is foone quench'd,& his zeale is (oone 
fpent j they hold not out* Whereas 
Iamconftant, and perfevere in godly 
courfes. 

So did that young man, yet he was 
agracelefle man, Matth. 19. ao. i^ill 
thefe things have t done from my youth : 
what lack I yet i 

It is true,Hypocrites may perfevtre, 
but they know tbemfelvesto be naught 
all the while, and fo deceive others : 
but I am perfwaded that I am in Gods 
/favour, and in a fafeaivdVv^^eOate^ 
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fince I doe all with a good heart for 
God. 

This thou may eft verily think of thy 
felfe, and yet be deceived, and dam- 
ned, and goe to the Devill at laft. 
There is a way ( faith Salomon ) that fee- 
met h right to a man, but the end thereof is 
the way of death Vpr he is an h/pocrite, 
not or e)y that makes a feeming out- 
ward (hew of what he hath not, but 
alfo that hath a true (hew of what in- 
. deed there is not. The firft fort of hy. 
pocrites deceive others onely 5 the lat- 
ter, having fbme inward, yet common I 
worke,deceive rhemfelves too Jam.i. \ 
26. If any manfeeme to be religious ( fo 
many are, and fo deceive the world ) 
butit it added, deceiving his own foule. 
Nay, thou may ft goe to fairely, and 
live fo honeftly, that all the beft Chri- 
ftians about thee may thinke well of 
thee,& never fufpeft thee,and fo roayft 
paffe through the world,and dye with 
a deluded comfort, that thou (halt goe 
to heaven,and be canonized for a Saint 
in thy funerall Sermon, & never know 
thou art counterfeit, till the Lord 
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brings thee to thy ftri# and laft e 

tninacion , and fo thou rcceivtft t 

drcadfull Ccntcnce^GoeyeecurfeJ: fi 

was wirb the f 'ive fool jb Virgins tl 

were never difcovered by the wife, i 

by thetnfclves, until rhe gate otgr; 

was fhut upon cl^emjlf thou haft che 

fore no better evidences ro fhew i 

thy fclfe, that thine eftate is goc 

then thefe, lie not give a pinnes po 

for all thy flattering falfe hopes of I 

ing fjved : but it may be, thou haft i 

ver yet ertne fo farre as t# this pitc 

and if not, Lord, what will becoi 

of thee i Sufpcd thy fclfe much, a 

when in this Ship wracke of fou 

thou feeft fo many thoufands finl 

cry otitj and conclude, It's a wonder 

wonders, and a thou (and, and a tho 

fand to one, if ever thou commeft fa 

to fhoare. 

.Oh i ftrive then to b« one of the 

that (hall be faved, though it coft th 

thy bloud,and the lofle of all that the 

haft • labour togoe bcyo.d al tho 

that goc fo farre, and yet ^tvOmja 

U&. Doe not (ay, ihat tceuw^fo* 
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ifaall be laved, therefore this difcoura- 
etb me from feeking, becaufe, all my 
hour may be in vaine. Confider that 
Chrift here makes another and a bet- 
terufeof ir, Luk. 13. 24* Seeing that 
mdnyJhallfickcjUii not enter, the refere 
(faith He) f/trive to enter in *t the ftr tight 
gate j venture at leaft, and try what the 
Lord will doe for thee* 

Wherein doth a childe of G o d, 
(and fo how may I ) goe beyond thefe 
hypocrites that goe fo farre i 

In three things principally. 

Firft 3 No unregenerate man,though 
he goe never fo farre, let him doe ne- 
ver (b much, but he lives in /ome one 
finne or other, fecrct or open, little or 
great. $udas went farre, but he was 
covetous. Herod went farre,, but he 
loved his Herodias. Every dogge hath 
his kennell,c very fwine hath hisfwill, 
and every wicked man hisluft, for no 
unregenerate man hath fruition of 
God to content him, aid there is no 
mans hearr,but it mufi have feme good 
, to corcnt itj which good is \©Y»toMM&J 
/ pntjyjn ihc Fountains 0$ a\\ m*&&?»^ 
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that ik God jor in the cifterne,and that 
is in the creatures : hence a man having 
loft full content in God, he feekes for, 
& feeds upon contentment in the crea- 
ture , which he makes a God to him, 
and here lyes his luft or finne, which be 
muft needs live in. Hence, aske thofe I 
men that goe very farre, and take their 1 
penny for good filver , and commend I 
themfelves for their good defires : I 
fay, aske them, if they have no finne* 
Yes, fay they, who can live without 
finne i and fo they give way to finne^ 
and therefore live in finne j Nay, com— 
motily,all the duties, prayers ,care,an<£ 
zeale of the beft Hypocrites, are tc^ 
hide a luft j as the whore in the Pri~- 
I verts, that wipes her mouth, and goes 
to the Temple , and payes her vowes j 
or to feed their lufts ; as Jehu his zeale 
againft Bad, was to get a Kiogdome. 
There remaines a root of bitterneffein g 
the beft Hypocrites, which howfoever I 
it be lopt off fometimes by fickneffe, ! 

y. or horror of confeience , and a man 
I bath purpoles never to commit it a- 
gaittc, yet there it CectetVy Vaata* iw 
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chough it feemeth to be bound and 
conquered by the Word, or by prayer; 
or by outwar crojfes, or while the 
hand of God is upon a man, yet the in. 
ward ftrengthand power of it remains 
ftillj and therefore when Temptations, 
like ftrong fbthftinh, are upon this 
man ag^ine,he breakes all vowes^ pro- 
mifes, bonds of God, and will fave the 
hfeofhisfitme, 

Secondly, no unregenerate man or t. 
woman ever came ro be poore in fpi* 
rit, andfo robe carried out of all du- 
ties unto Chrift : if it Were poffible for 
them to forfake and breake loofe for 
ever ftom all (inne,ycr here they fticke 
as the Scribes and Pharifees - y and fo 
like zealous Paul before his converfi- 
on, they faded, and prayed, and kept 
the Sabbath , but they refted in their 
legall righteoufnefle , and in the per- 
formance of thefc and the like duties. 
Take the bed Hypocrite that hath the 
moft ftrong perfwafions of Gods love 
to him, and aske him, why he hopes 

/to be raved. He will )ufa«, \^ray\ 
rude, kearc, love good mtn % crj ovvx. *J\ 
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the ftnms of the time. And cell him a- 
game, that an Hypocrite may climbe 
thefe ftaires, and goe as farre. Hee 
will reply, True indeed, but they doe 
not what chey doe with a found heart, 
but to be feene of men. Marke now, 
how thefe men fede a good heart in 
themfelves,and in all things they doe, 
and therefore feele not a want of all 
good, which is povertie of ipirit, and 
therefore here they fall fhort, ifa. 66. 
2. there were divers Hypocrites for- 
ward for the worfliip or God in the 
Temple, but God loathes thefe, be- 
czutenoifooreinSfirit, to them onely 
it is ft id, the Lord will lookt. I have 
feene many Proftflbrs very forward 
for all good duties , but as ignorant of 
Chrift ,when they arcfifted, as blocks. 
And if a man ( as few doe ) know not 
Chrift, he mull reft in his duties, be- 
caufe he knowes not Chrift, to whom 
he muftgoe and be carried if ever he 
be faved. I have heard of a man that 
being condemned to dye, thought to 
I be faved from ti\e GaYYoroe^ hA iol 
l&ve fiimfelfe ftomh^vo%\yj *c^\ 
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tainc gift he faid' he had of whittling 5 
fo men feeke to fave themfelves by 
their gifts Qi'kMtoledge, gifts of memo. 
rj\ gifts of prayer y and when they fee 
they muft dye for their finnes , this is 
the mine of many a foule, that though 
heforfakeiEgypt and his finnes, and 
flefli pots there , and will never be fo 
as he hath beene^ yet he never xpm. 
meth into Cartaan,but lofeth himfelfe 
and his foule in a wildernefle of many 
duties, and there perifheth. 

Thirdly, If any unregenerate man 
come unto Chrift, he never gets into 
Chrift, that is, neyer takes up his eter- 
nail reft and lodging in any thing elfe 
but jefus Chrift , Heb. 4, 4. gudas fol- 
lowed Chrift for the bagge , he would 
have the baggt and Chrift too 5 The 
T9ung man came unto Chrift to he bis 
Difciple,but he would have Chrift and 
the world too ; they will not content 
themfelves with Chrift alone , nor 
with the world alone, but make their 
markets out of both, like whouttv 
wires, that will pleafe tbftvt \\\a^v*&\ 
and others too. Mea u\ dvtoS& *& \ 
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confcience,if they have comfort from 
Chrift -, they are contented 5 if they 
have falvation from Hell by Chrift, 
they are contented ; but Chrift him- 
felte contents them not. Thusfarrean 
Hypocrite goes not. So much for the 
firft Do&rine, obferved out of the 
Text. I come now to the fecond 

Doft. 2. That thofe that arefaved, 
are faved with much dtfficultie : or his 
a wonder full hard thing « be faved. 

The gate is ftraight, and therefore^ 
man mtift fweat and ftrive to enter ; 
both the entrance is difficult, and the 
progrefle of falvation rop.Jefus Chrift 
is not got with a wet finger. It is not 
wifhing and defiring to be faved, will 
bring men to heaven $ hells mouth is 
full of good wiflies. It is not {bedding 
a teare at a Sermon,or blubbering now 
and then in a corner, and faying over 
thy prayers, and crying God mercy 
for thy finnes, will fave thee. It is not 
Lord have mercy upon us , will doe 
thee good. It is not coraming con* 
ftantly to Church $ thefe are cafie mac* 
tcrs* But it is a toushtrack, * wonder- 
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full hard matter to be faved, i p# . 4. 
18. Hence the way to Heaven is com- 
pared to 4 race, where a man muft put 
forth all his ftrength^and ftretcK every 
limbe, and all to get forward. Hence 
a Chriftians life isrompared to tVraft^ 
UnglEfhef.6. tz. All the policy arid 
power of hell buckle together againft 
a Ctiriftian, therefore he muft looke' 
to himfelfe, orelfc he falls. Hence it 
is compared tofghting, 2 Tint. 4. nv a 
man muft fight a gain ft the Devil /■ = the 
world, himfelfe, who flioot poyfohed 
bullets in the foule, where a m in muft 
kill or be killed. God hath nottihed 
the way to Chrift with Velvet, nor 
ftrewed it with ruflies ; He will never 
feed 'afloth full humour in man, who 
will be faved , if Chrift and Heaven 
would drop in their mouthes, and if a- 
ny would beare their charges thither : 
If Chrift might be bought for a few 
cold wiflies and lazy defires, he would 
be of fmall reckoning amongft men, 
who would fay, Lightly come, lightly 
g$e. Indeed Chrifts yoke is cafie in it 
fclfe;& when a man is got vtvtoCtosS^ 

L 3 ■ *» 



! +5 



1 



\ 



4-Straight 
gates to 
be paflld 
through 
before wc 
lean enter 
into hea- 
ven. 



' 



a. 



/ 



nothing is fo fwcet 5 but for a carnalL 
dull heart, it is hard to draw in it ; for, 
There are fourc (traight gates which 
every one muft pafle through before 
he cap enter into Heaven. 

There is 1. theflraight gate of Bu- 
miltatm : God faveth none but fir ft 
he humbleth them ; now it i$ hard to 
pafle through the gates and fl tmes of 
hell, for a heart as ftiffe as a ftake to 
bow, as hard as ftoneto bleed for the 
lead: prick, not to myurne for one fin, 
but all finnes, and not fqr a fit, but all a 
mans life time $ Oh it is hard for a man 
to fuffer himfelf e to be loaden with fin, 
and preft to deatji for finne, fo as ne- 
yer to love finne more, but to fpit in 
the face of that which he once loved 
as dearely as his life It is eafie to drop 
a teare or two,and be drmon-fick, but 
to have a heart rentier finne and from 
finne, this is true humiliation, and this 
is hard. 

2, /The ftraight gateof Faith, Xpk\ 
ipip. ics an eafie matter to prcfume, 
but hard to bclcevc in Ghrift, It is ea<- 
I fie for a man that was never hqmblcd 
4 vs\ 




to beleeve and fay, 'tis but beleeving : 
but it is an hard matter for a man hum- 
bled, when he feeth all his fiones ih or- 
der jbefdre htm, the devill and confcl- 
ence roaring upon him, and crying out 
againft him, and God frowning upon 
him , now to call God Father, is an 
hard worke.fjW^ had rather be hang- 
ed than beleeve. It is hard to fee a 
Chrift, as a rocke to ftand upon, when 
wee are overwhelmed with forrow of 
heart for fin. It is hard to prize Chrift 
above ten thoufand worlds of pearle : 
'tis hard to defire Chrift, and nothing 
but Chrift 5 hard to follow Chrift all 
the day long, and never to be quite till 
he is got in thine armes, and then with 
Simeon to iay, Lord, mx* lettefi thouthp . 
ftrv ant depart in peace. .^. 

3. The ftraightgate of Repentance. 
It is an eafie matter for a man to con- 
feflca mans felfe tobeafinncr, and to 
cry God forgivenefle untill next time : 
but to have a bitter forrow, andfo to 
turne from all finne, and to returne to 
God, and all the wayes of God, which 
is true repentance indeed ^ this Utwid, 
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4. The ftraightgateofoppofition 
of Devils, the world, and a mans owne 
felfe, who knock a mandowne when 
he begins to looke towards Chtift and 
Heaven. 

Hence leame, thar every eafic way 
to Heaven is a falfe way ? although Mi- 
ncers fliould preach k out or thtir 
Pulpits, and Angels fhould publifh k 
out of Heaven. 

" Now there are nine eafie wayes to 
Heaven (as men thinke ) all whkh 

IcaderoHell. 

1 . The common broad way,wherein 
a whole parifh may all go a breadth in 
it V : Tcll thefe people they fhall be 
damned, their anfWeris, then woe to 
many more befides me. 

2. The way of civiil educdti$n, 
whereby many wilde natures are by 
little and little tamed, and like wolves 
are chained up eafily while they are 
young. 

j.Bdlaams way-of good mfhes>v?het~ 

by many people will confeflTe their ig- 

noratice y forgetfolntffe^ and tYrcx t\v^ V 

cahaoi mike fikh Ihe w* as ot\\ct% An** N 
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but they thanke God their hearts are 
as good, and God for his part accepts 
C they lay J the will for the deed j And, 
My finite give me thine heart , the heart 
is all in all, and fo 4ong they hope to 
doe well enough. Poore deluded crea- 
tures thus thinkc to break through ar- 
mies of fimtfs, devils, temptttuns, and 
to breake open the very gates of Hea- 
ven with a few good wifhcsjthey think 
to come to their journeys end without 
legs, becaufe their hearts are good to 
God. 

4. The way of f$rmdl$tie % whereby 

men reft in the performance of moft or 

of all ex ter nail duties without inward 

life, Mdrk 1.14. Every man mull have 

fome Religion,fome fig-leaves to hide 

their nakednefle. Now this Religion 

muft be either true Religion, or the 

falfe one ; if the true, he muft either 

take up the fewer of it , but that he 

will not, becaufe it is burdenfome : or 

I the forme of it, and this being eafic 9 

J men embrace it as their God, and will 

/ rather lofe their Hves,tY\mtW\t^^\ 

Igion thus taken up. Tb» fca&fc «fc\ 
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Religion is the eafieft Religion m the 
world j partly, becaufe it eafeth men 
of trouble of confcience,quieting that: 
Thou haft finned,(aith confcience,and 
^God is offended; take a book and pray, 
keq>e thy conference better, and bring 
thy Bible with thee. Now confeience 
is filenr, being charmed downewith 
the forme of Religion, as the devil] is 
driven away (as they (ay; with holy 
waterjpartly alfo becaufe the forme of 
Religion credits a man, partly becaufe 
it is eafie in it felfe, it's of a light carri- 
age, being but the ihadow and pi&ure 
of the fubftance of Religion : as now, 
what an eafie matter is it, to come to 



Church? They hearefat ieaft outward- 
ly) wry attentively an houre and 
more, and then to turne to a proofe, 
and to turne downe a leafe, here's the 
forme. But now to fpend Saturday at 
night, and all the whole Sabbath day 
rtoming in trimming the Lampe, and 
in getting oyle in the heart* toraeete 
the bridegroom? the next day, and €o 
meete him in the Word , and there to 
erembkat the vbice^of God > and fuck 
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the breft while it is open,andwhen the 
word is done, to goe afide privately, 
and there to chew upon the Word, 
there to lament with teares all the 
vaine thoughts in duties, deadnefle in 
buring % this is hard, becaufe this is the 
power of godlincffe, and this men will 
not take up:fo for private prdjtr, what 
an eafie matter it is for a man to fay o- 
ver a few prayers out of fome devout 
booke, or to repeati fome old prayer 
got by heart fince a childe, or to have 
two or three fibort- winded wiflies for 
Gods mercy in the morning and at 
night i this forme is eafie : but now to 
prepare the heart by ferious meditati- 
on of God and mans felfe before he 
prayes, then to come to God with a 
bleeding hunger-ftarved heart,not on- 
ly with a defire, but with a warrant, I 
muft have fuch or fuch a mercy , and 
thereto wraftle with God, although it, 
be an houre or two together for a blef- 
fing, this is too hard } men thinkenone 
doe thuj ,and therefore they will not. . 
Fifthly,, The way o£prefumpm^ 
whereby meg haying feene their fins^l 
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catch hold eafily upon Gods mercy* 
and fnatch comforts, before they are 
reached oat unto them. There is do 
word of comfort in the Booke of God 
intended for fuch *t regard iniquitie in 
their /frMftt^though they doe not a&fc 
in their lives* Their onely comfort is, 
that the fentence of damnation is not 
yet executed upon them. 

Sixthly, The way ofjlotk, whereby 
men lye ftill, and fay, God muft doe 
all s If the Lord would fet up a Pulpit 
at the Ale-houfe doore,it may be they 
would heare oftner. If God will al- 
wayesthunder,they will alwaies pfay$ 
if ftrilce them now and then with fick- 
nefle, God (hall be payed with good 
words and promifes enow, that they 
will be better if they live $ but as long 
I is peace lafts , they will run to Hell as 
' &ft as they can ; and if God will not 
catch them , they care not , they will 
not returne. 

• Seventhly, The way of carele/htffe, 
when men feeling many difficulties, 
f piflk through, fomeof tYran, Wtasu 
*0, and what they cannot gj* ww,\ 
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hey feed themfclves with a falfc hope 
hey (hall hereafter : they are content 
o be called Precifians,and fboles, and 
razic braines, but they want broken- 
lefle of heart, and they will pray (it 
nay be) for it , and pafle by that diffi- 
xilticjbut.to keepe the wound alwaies 
>pen , this they will not doe, to be al* 
way es fighiog for helpe, and never to 
give them fe Ives reft, till their hearts 
are humbled ; that they will not} 
theft have a name to live^yet are dead. 

Eighthly, The way of moderation <x 
honeft dikretion, -R^.3.16. wbichin. 
deed is nothing but luke-warmencflc I 
of the foule, and that is, when a man] 
contrives and cuts out fuch a way to 
Heaven, as he may be hated of none, 
but pleafe all, and fo doe any thing for 
a quiet life , and fo flcepe in a whole 
skin. The Lord faith, He that will live 
godly , rhuft fuffer perfection : No,«St 
fo,Lord. Surely ( thinke they,) if men 
were difcreet and wife, it would pre* 
vent a great deale of trouble and 6ppo» 
Btion iti good courfes 5 tVils m^'tfCKJ 
commend thotb that are moft 2&&<s»3 
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if they were but wife, U he meet with 
a black-mouth'd fwearer, he will not 
reprove him , left hee be difpleafed I 
with him $ if he meet with an honeft 
man, hee'l yeeld to all he faith,that fo 
he may commend him j and when he 
meets them both together, they (hall 
be both alike welcome ( whatever he 
thinkes ) to his houfe and Table , bt- 
caufe he would faine be at peace with 
all men. 

Ninthly , and laftly , The way of 
felfe-Uve^v/hetcby a man fearing terri- 
bly he (hall be damned,ufeth diligent- 
ly all meanes whereby he (hall be ra- 
ved. Here is the ftrongeft diffieulrie 
of all, to row againft the ftreame, and 
to hate a mans felfe, and then to fbl- 
I low Chrift fully. 

I come now to the fixth Generall 
Headpropofed in cyder to be conside- 
red. 
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Chap. VI. 

THat the grand caufe eftnans cttrfidl 
rnine , or wbyfe many are damned, 
and fo few faved by Chrifi, it is from 
tbemfelves, Ezck. 33. n. Why will yen 
dje? 



The great caufe why fo many peo- 
ple dye , and perifh everlaftingiy } is 
becaufe they mil j every man that pe- 
rifheth, is his owne Butcher, or mur- 
thercr, Mattb.z3.27.HQf. 13. 9. this 
is the Point we putpoie to profecute \ 
at the prefent. 

The queftion here will be,how men 
plot and perfeft their dwne mine. 

By thefe foui e prihcipali meaiies , 
which are the foure great Rocks that 
moft mien are fplic upon 5 and great ne- 
celfitie lyeth upon eVei*y man to know 
them j for when a powder plot is dis- 
covered, the danger is almoft part. 
I fay, there are thefe foure caufes of 
.mans eternal! overthrow, vjYvi&v/Y^ 
I (hall handle largely , ahd maVe. vfc<& 
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every particular reafon when it is ope- 
ned and fini (hed. 

Firft, by reafon of that bloudy black 
ign&rmct of men > whereby choufands 
remaine wofitfly ignorant of their fpi- 
rituall eftate s not knowing how the 
cafe (lands betweene God and their 
foules ; but thinking themfelves to be 
well enough already, they never feeke 
to come out of their mifery, till they 
pcrifti in it* 

Secondly 5 by reafon of mens cdriuli 
ficuritic , putting the evill day farre 
from them , whereby they feele not 
their fearefull thraldomc, and To never 
groane to come out of the flavifh bon-. 
dage of finne and Sathan. 

Thirdly y By reafon of mans ctrndl 
cMJidtace, whereby they flbift to fave 
themfelves by their ownc duties and 
performances when they feele it. 

Fourthly , By rea'bn of mans bold 
frefmmfti$n y whereby men fcramble to 
fave themfelves by their own feeming 
faiths when they fee an inefficiency in 
duties and an unworthineflc in them- 
felves for Godtofavtxtanu 
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1 will begin wich the fir ft Reafon, 
acid difcoVer the firft traitje, whereby 
men blow up themfclvcs , which is 
(his : They know not their mifery, nor 
that fcarefull accurfed forlornc eftate 
wherem they lye , but thinke and /ay, 
they (bail doe as well as others ; and 
therefore when any friend perfwadcth 
them to come ouc of it, and fticwes. 
them the danger of remaining in fuch a 
condition j what is their anfwer i I 
"pray you fave your breath to coble- 
u your broth. Every Fat (hall ftand 
u on his owne bottom? j let me alone, 
" I hope I have a foule to fave as well 
u as you, and (hill be as carefullof it 
cc as you (hall or can be ; you (hall 
<( not anfwer for my foule ; I feopc I 
(C fhall doe as well as the precifeft of 
cc you all. Hence likewife, if the Mi- 
nifter come home to them , they goc 
home with hearts full of out- cry cs a- 
gainft the man , and their tongue dipt 
in gall againft the Sermon. God be 
mercifull unto us , if all this be true 5 
here's harfli do&rine enough to make 
a man run out of his wits^ and to dim 
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me to defpaue. Thus they know not 
their mifery, and not knowing ( they 
are Idft and condemned Creatures un- 
der the eveilaftjpg wrath of God) 
They never Jieke, pray^ftrivc or follow 
themeanes, whereby they may come 
out of it, and fopcrifh in it, and never 
know it, till they awake wich the 
flames of Hell about their eares. They 
will ackowledge indeede many of 
them , that all men are borne in a mod 
miferable cftate, but they never apply 
particularly that generall truth to 
themfelves j faying,/ *;»*£* »wr, I am 
n$* under Gods wrath, and may be 
fnatcht away by death every boure y zx\& 
then I am undone and loft for ever. 

Now there are two forts of people 
that are ignorant of this their mife. 
rie. 

Fifft,the common fort of prophane, 
blockifh, ignorant people. 

Secondly, the finer fort of unfound 
hollow Profeflbrs, that have a Pea* 
cocks pride, that thinke themfelves 
faire, and in a very good eftate,though 
I they have but one feather oa their 
'crejf'roboaftof ^ 
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(hew you the reafons why the^ arc ig- 
norant of their ihifery, that is for chefe 
foure Rcafons. 

Firiti Sometimes becaufe they want 
the TaVing means of knbwledg. Ther's 
no faithful Miniftcr , no companionate 
Lot to tell them 6f fire and brimftone 
from Heaven for their crying finnes f 
there's no NoaB to for.warne them of 
a floud $ there's no Meflenger to bring 
them tidings of thole Armies of Gods 
devouring plagues and wrath, that 
are approaching neare unto them 3 
they have no Pilot, poore forfaken 
creatures to (hew them their rockes ; 
they have either no Minifter at all 
to teach them , either becaufe the 
Panfh is too poore > or the Church, 
living too great ro mainraine a faith- 
full man ( the ftrongeft AfTes carry- 
injg the greateft burdens common- 
'y) O tfoefull Phyfitians / fome- 
rimes they be prophane, and cannot 
heaie themfdves , and fometimesf 
rhey be ignorant, and know not what 
to preach, unlcflfe they (hould follow 
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'he fteps of Matter Latimer s Fryer; 
or at the beft, they (hoot off a few 
pot-gunnes a t L>ainft groffe'finnes 5 or 
if they doe (hew men their mifery, 
they licke them whole againc with 
fbme comfortable ill applyed feir- 
tences (but I hope better things of 
you, my brethren > the mans. Patron 
may happily ftorme elfe. Or elfe 
they fay commonly, thou bait finned, 
but comfort thy felfe , defpaire not, 
_*| Ghrift bath fuflered,- and thus skin o« 
ver the wound, and let it fefter with- 
in 1 for want of cutting ic deeper : I fay 
therefore , becaufe thev want a feith- 
lull watch man to cry fire, fire, in that 
(icepie cftate of finne and darkneflc 
when in they lye ; therefore whole 
Townes,Pariflies, generations of men, 
are burnt up , and perifti miferably, 
L*m. 2* 14. 
Secondly , becaufe they hayc no lei- 
* m * I fureto confider of their mifery, when 
J they bavethe meanes of revealing it 
1 unto them, as Falix. AS. 24. 25. Ma- 
I ny a man hsth many a bitter piJi given 
J him at a Sermon ^but he hath no lei. | 
/ ^ tow 
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fure to chew upon it. One man is taken 
up with fuites in Law, and anocher ai» 
moft eaten up with furetifhip, an J 
carking cares how to pay his debts, and 
provide for his owne j another harh a 
great charge and few friends, and he 
faith the world is hard, and hence,like 
a Mole,root$ in the earth, week dayes 
and Sabbath, dayes j rhc world thus 
calling them on one fide 9 and lufts on 
another , andtheDevill on the other 
fide, they have no leifure to confidcr 
of Death, Devillj God^ nor tbcmfelves. 
Hell nor Heaven. The Minifter cryes 
and knocks without, but there is fuch 
a noife and lumber ot tumultuouvlufts 
and vaine thoughts in their hears arid 
heads , that all good thoughts are fad 
unwelcome guefts, and are knockt 
downe prefently. 

Thirdly , becaufe if they have lei* 
fure,they are afraid to know it. Hence 
people cry out of Minifters, that they 
damne all, and will heare them ro 
more , and they will not bee fuch 
fooles as to t*eleeve all that fuch fay • 
the reafon is , they are afraid to know 
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the worft of themfel ves $ they are a- 
fraid to be cut, and therefore cannot 
indure the Chirurgion ; they thinke, 
to be troubled ip mind as others are, is 
jthe very high- rode to defpairej aAd 
therefore if they doe hcare a ta!e,how 
one after hearing of a Sermon grew 
diftradedjOrdrowriedjor hangc d him- 
felfe, it fhall bean item, and* a warning 
to them, as long as they live, for trou- 
bling their heads about fuch matters. 
Men of guilrie cbnfciences (hence) flie 
from the face of Gpd , as prifoners 
from the Judge , as debtors from the 
Creditor But if the Lord of Hods can 
catch you , you muft apd (hall feek 
with horroiir of heart chat which you 
feare a little now. 

Fourthly , becaufe if they be free 
from this foolifh feare, they cannot 
fee thesir mifery , by reafon that they 
looke upon their eftates through falfe 
glaflfcs, and by ycrtue of many falfe 
principles in their minds, they cheat 
themielvcs. 

Which falfe Principles are thefe 
/principally • I will but name them. 



*— *• 



<»wMi 






/ 



The Sincere Qortoert. \ 1 6 

Firft,They conceive,God that made | i. 
them will not be Co cruellas to damoe 
them. 

Secondly,Becaufe they feele no mi- 
fery ( but are very well) therefore they 
fearenone. 

Thirdly ,bccaufe God bleflcth the in 
their outward eftates, in their Corne, 
childr£,calhng,friends,&c.would God 
bleflfe them foif he,did not love them? 

Fourthly, becaufe they thiake finne 
to be no great evill $ for all are finnerSj 
fo this cannot mifchieve them. 

Fifthly, becaufe they thinke Gods 5- 
mercy is above all his works, though 
finne be vile , yet conceiving God to 
be all mercy, all honey, and no juftice, 
they thinke they are well. 

Sixthly, becaufe they thinke Chrift 6. 
dyed for all finners, and they confefle 
themfelves ro be great ones* 

Seventhly, becaufe they hope well, 
and f o thinke to have well. 

Eight!y,becau(e they do as moft do, $. 
who never crying out of their finnes 
while they lived,& dying like Lambs, 
at laft they doubt not for their parts 
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doing as fuch d#e> #»cy &ajH*dyc tjap* 
I pily ^s others WvC'dotve. 



Ninthly , bccdufc their defircs and 
£1**; arc good, as they thinke. 

Tenthly, becaufe they doe as well 
as God will give them grace, andfo 
God is in the (auhonely, if they pe- 

rifli. 

Thefe are the reafons and grounds 
upon which prophane people are Re- 
ceived* 

Now it followed* to ftew the 
grounds on which the finer fort mif- 
cirry. 

^Secondly, Hollow Proft floss cheat 
and cozen their ocvnefoules. It is in 
our Church , as it is in an old Wood, 
Where there are many tall Tree5, yet 
cut them and fea-rch them deeply y they 
ptovt pithleflfe, fapItfiTe, hollow, un- 
found creatures. Tiiefe men twift their 
owiie ruine with a finer thread , md 
can juggle better then the common 
forvahd^afrmifts before their owne 

j eyes, aodfo cheat their owne fouljes. 
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fronjdaiknefle into this light. AS. 26. j 
i 8 . and the Spirits firft worke to con- 
vince men of finne, $*h.i6.$* and 
therefore it's peoples maine worke to 
kpow the* worft at firft of them- 
(elves. 

Nowthecaufe of thefc mens mif- 
taking is three- fold* 

Firft, the fpiritwall madnqffe and 
dfunkenndle of their Vndcntfsnd- 

Secondly* the falfc baftard peace 
begot and nourifhed in the Ctnfcl- 
enct. 

Thirdly, the fly and fecret diftem- 
pers of the Will. 

Firft, There are thefe fe ven drunken 
diftempers in the understanding or 
minde of man, whereby he commctfa 
to be mod miferably deceived. 

Firft 5 the understandings Amgdn- 
cic. You (hall never fee a man meane 
and vile in his owne eyes deceived, 
PfaL 2 5 . 9. but a proud man or woman 
is often cheated 5 Hence proud Hatnan 
thought furely he was the man whom 
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M.6.6. tke King wtuld b$n$*r , when in truth 
it was intended for poore M$rdec*$ : 
For, pride having once overfpread the 
tninde, it erer hath this piopertie, ft 
makes a penny ftandior a pound, a 
fparke is blowp up to a flame, it makes 
a great matter of a little fceming 
grace , and therefore the proud 
Phdriftc^ when he came to reckon 
with himfelfe , hee takes his poore 
Counter , that is , / am mt as #htr 
mtn^ nor as this Publican , and fets 
it downe for iooo. pound , that is, 
he efteemes of himfelfe , as a very 
rich man for it : So many a man 
becaufe hee hath fomc 'gjotfd thing in 
himfelfe , as > hee is pittifull to the 
poore , hee is a true man though a 
poore man , hee was never given to 
Wine, or Women. He magnifieth 
himfelfe for this title, and fo deceives 
and over-reckofts himfelfe. There are 
your Brifiow - (tones like Diamonds, 
and many Cheaters cozen Countrey 
folkes with them , that defire to be 
fihe,and know not what Diamonds are. 
/ So many men are defitous to be honeft 
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and to be reputed fo,not knowing what 
true grace meanes, therefore Briftow- 
ftones are pearles in their eyes. A lit- 
tle Teeming grace fhines fo bright in 
their eyes,that they are halfe bewitch- 
ed by it, to thinke highly of them- 
felves, although they be but glittering 
Teeming Jewels in a Swines fnout. A 
cab of Doves dung was fould in S*m*- 
rids time of famine at a great rate; a 
man living in fucb a place, where all 
about him are either igmrmt^ or tr#- 
fbant, otcivHl* a little morallho- 
ncfty ( dung in refpc& of true grace ) 
goes a great way , and is eftcemed high- 
ly of, and he is as hpneft a man as ever 
lived* A man that lookes through a ' 
red glafTe 9 aIl things appeare red; a man 
looking upon himfelfe through fome 
faire fpedacles, through fome one 
good thing that he hath in himfelfe, 
appeares faire to him. It is faid, L*kt 
20. */f .the Pbariftcs icv^urciwtddnts 
houfts. Might not this racking of Rents 
make them queftion their eftates? No. 
Why < They for pretence nuithng 
prdjers : fo, piany tpeq are drwnke now * 
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art dthen>btft they arc forry 5 the 
not but firtn* y bat their de(ir< 
gdodstheycalke idly ,but they lr 
neftly> they doe ill fbmecimes 
tfacy meafle well. Thus when 
gbod things are feene in themi 
pride puff* them with an overwc 
conceit of it , and fa they cozer 
ewnefoules. 

Secondlyytheiinderftandings 
nacyt whereby the minde having 
lbngroortd fothiiopinion^ that 
intgtoiefldtty will notfuffcr this 
ceit to be plucktout of it. Now, 
ollrooted, yetiorten profeflbrs 
ving groyne lung in a good cone 
themfelves, will ndt beleeve that 
hayebecne foolcSall their iife- 
and therefore now mud pull do 
and lay the foundation agaiae « 
hence' you (hall have many fay 
faithfull Minifter, that doth com 
and tronctemne them and thei 
Ihtettfbe moftwofull ; what i 
fucTi an upftart teach me i dot 
think*) make me dance after his | 
and to thinke thawlknyfc 00 ^ t n 
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my faith, my chmtie, have beenc To 
long abominable & vile before God i 
No filver can bribe a man to caft away 
bis old traditionall opinions and cotu 
ceits whereby be cheats himfeife, rill 
Ch rifts bloud doe ir, i Pet. 1.18. And 
hence the woman of SamdrU obje&cd 
this againft ]efus Chrift , that their 
old Fathers worshipped in that Moun- 
tain, and theiefore it was as good a 
place as Jerufalem, the place oi Goes 
true worftiip, ]oh. 4. 20. Men grow 
crooked and aged with good opinions 
of themfelvcsj a d canfeldome or ne- 
ver be ft* firaight againe. Hence fuch 
kinde of people though they would 
faine bee taken for honeft religious 
Chrift ians, yet will never fufpelt their 
cftates tobebadthemfelves, neither 
can they erdure.that any other ihould 
fearch or fufpt & them to be yet rotten 
at the heart : And arc notthofe wares 
and commodities much to be fufpe- 
&ed,i>ay concluded to be ftark naught, 
which the feller will needs put upon 
the chapman without feeing or loc- 
king on them fuft? li'saftrorgargp- 
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ment we produce againtt the Papifts 
Religion to be fufpe&ed to be bad^c- 
caufe they obtrude their opinions on 
their followers to be belee ved without 
any hefitation or difpute about them, 
either before or after they have embra- 
ced them : certainly thy old/to £* thy 
old fryers, thy old tontfo or forme of 
piety are counterfeit wares,that cannot 
endure parching , becaufe thou wilt 
not be driven from this conceit/ 4m in 
4gwd ejtatc, I have been fo long of 
this good mind,and therefore will not 
begin to doubt now. It's to be feared^ 
that fuch kinde of people, (as I have 
much obferved Jarexither notorioufly 
ignorant, or have fometime or other 
fallen into fome horrible fecret grie- 
vous finnes,as whofedome,opprefuon, 
or the like, the guilt of which lying 
yet fecretly on them, makes them flic 
from the light of Gods truth, which 
would find them out, quarrelling both 
againft it, and the Minifters that preach 
it,£**».2.8. And therefore as it is with 
theeves when they have any ftollen 
goods brought within doores^they Wil 



— — — — » *— — — ^ — j— — . i i». ■ ■ ■ i i 

The Sincere Concert. 



i 7 i 



t 



not be fearched or fufpeded, but fay, 
chey are as honeft men as themfelves 
that come to fearch, for they feare if 
they be found our, that they (hall be 
troubled before the judge, and may 
hardly efcape with their lives :fo many 
old Profeflors , when the Minifter 
comes to learch t hem ,they clap to the 
doores upon the man and truth too, 

| a and fay they hope to be laved as well 
as the beft of them all* The reafon is, 
they are guiltie, they are loath to be 
troubled and caft downc by ieeing the 
word of themfelves, and thinkc it's 
hard for them to goc to heaven, and be 
faved , if they have beene in a wrong 
way all their life - time. An honeft 
heart, will cry after the bed meanes* 
L$rd fearch me, Job. 3. ?o. and opeQ 
all the doores to the entertainment of 
the ftraighteft, ftri&eft truths. 

Thirdly, the underftandings obftu* 
ritie or ignorance of the infinite exa&- 
nefle, glorious puritie, andabfolute 
perfe&on of the Law of God j whence 
it commeth to pafle, that thirburning 
Lamp or bright funhe of Gods Law^l 
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being fet in their mindes, rotten 
grounds of their owne righteouf belTe, 
doing force things accordidg to the 
Law of God, (hines and glitters glori- 
oufly in their eyes , in the darke night 
time of difmall darknefle, by doing of 
which they thinkc they pleafc God, 
and their cftates are very good, / was 
alive j faith Paul, Rom. 7. 9. without 
tht Law, arid he gives the rcafon of ir, 
becaufefindid butfleepe in him like 
a cut-throat in an houfe , where all is 
quiet. Before the Law came, he faw 
not that deadly fecrec core of corru- 
ption, and that litter of Rebellion that 
was lurking in his hearr,and therefore 

I 'thought highly of himfelfe for h f s 
owne Righteoufnefle. The Gofpell 
fe a glaffe to (hew men the face of 
God in Chrift, 1 C§r. t. nit. The Law 
is that glaffe that fheweth a man his 
owne face, and what he himfelfe is. 
Now if this glaffe be taken away, and 
not fet before a deformed heart, Wow 
can a man but thinke himfelfe fairer 
And this is the reafon why civill men, 
fortnaMs , almoft cvwy on^ thinke 
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better of t hem f elves then indeed they 
are, becaufe they reckon without their 
hoaft, that is, they judge of the num- 
ber, nature, and greatnefle of their (ins 
by their owne bookes , by their owne 
reafon,they look not Gods debt, book, 
Gods exa& lawes over, and compare 
thcmfelves therewith $ If they did, it 
would amaze the ftouteft heart , and 
plucke downemens plumes, and make 
them fay, Is there any mercy fo great 
as to pane by fuch (innes, and to put 
up fuch wrongs, and to forgive fuch 
(innes and debts, one of which alone 
may undoe m£ ,much more fo many t 
Fourthly, the underftandjngs Sea- 
titie otfltefimffty whereby men never 
refleft upon their owne anions, nor 
compare them with the rule* although | 
they have knowledge of the Law of 
God, yet it is with them, as it is with 
»en that have a fairc alafTe before ihe, 
but never beholding chemldves in the 
glade, they never fee their fpots. This 
is the woe of moft unregeneraee men 5 
they want a ?t filing power and light 
to judgof themfclves by ]er.$*6*\{QW 
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(hall have them thinke on a Sermon, 
Here's for fuch an one,and fuch an one 
is touched here ; when it may be the 
fame Sermon principally fpeakes of 
them j But they never fay, this con- 
cerned me, I was found out through 
the goodnefleof the Lord to day, and 
furely the man fpake unco none but un- 
to me, as if fome body had told him 
what I have done. And hence you (hall 
find out many lame Christians, that 
will yceld to all the truths delivered 
in a Sermon, and commend it too, but 
goe away , and (hake off all rruthes 
that ferve to convince them* And 
hence many men, when they examine 
themfelves in general], whether they 
have grace or no, whether they love 
thrift or no, they think yc$ y that they 
doe with all their heartsjyet,they nei- 
ther have this grace or any other,what 
ever they thinke, becaufe they want a 
refleding light to judge of gencralls 
by their ownc particular courfes. 
For, tell thefe men, that he that loves 
another truely , will often thinke of 
Ihiwyfpeak oi hinvejoyce in his com- 
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pariy^tvill riot wrdng him willingly ia 
thcicaftthing:Nowaskeihcmifthcy 
love Chrift thus j If chcy have any re- 
fle&ing of light, they will fee, Where 
tkey have one thought of Chritl:,thcy 
have iooo. on other things. Rejojce j 
nay, they are weary of his company in 
word, in prayer. And that they doe 
not onely wrong him, but make a light 
matter of it,whcn it is done,a!l are fin- 
nev,s, and no man can live without liri. 
Like aflkepy man ( lire burning in his 
bed-ftraw) hecryes not out, wheno- 
ther> haply lament his eftace, that fee 
a farrC off, but cannot htlpc him, ifay, j 
42.2$. A man that is to be hanged the j 
next day^ may dreame over-night, he 
(hall be a King 5 why < becaufc he is 
aflecpe, he reflects not on himfclfe. ■ 
Thou mayeft goe t6 the Dcvill and ; 
be damned , and yet ever thinke and | 
1 dreame, rtiat all is well with thee, j 
j Thou harft narefte&ing light to jtflge 
of thy felfe. Pray, pray therefore that 
the Lord would rirne your eyes in- 
ward » and doe not kt the Dcvill and , 
ddufion fliiic you ovu of ^owt owt«!\ 
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houfc from feeing what Court is kept 
there every day. 

' Fifthly,theunderftBndings/»i^/V/;j 
whereby it leflens and vilifies the glo- 
rious grace of God in another:whence 
it comes to pafie, that this deluded 
foule feeing none much better then 
himfelfe, concludes, ifahy be faved,I 
(hall no doubt be one, Jfa.i6. io,ii. 
Men will not behold the Majeftic of 
Gdd in the lives of his people • many 
a man being too light, yet defirous to 
goe and pafle for current, weighs him-: 
feife with the beft people, and thinks, 
what have they that I have not i what 
doe they that I doe not * and if he fee 
they goe beyond him, he then turnes 
his owneballancc with his finger, and 
makes them* too light, that fo he him- 
felfe may pafle for weight. 

And this vilifying of them and their 
grace, judging them to be of no other 
mtttall then other men, appeares in 
three particulars. 

Firft, they raife up falfe reports of 
Cods people, and nounOAaVwsvtVVoCv 
cvill fufpicions o£ them •• il xhcj Y*tfr 
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)mraitccd by them, they will 
>, they be allfuch • if they fee 
ive finne in any of them, they 
reputed a pack of Hypocrite s : 
re not fo uncharitable/having 
ids ) they prophecie they will 
be as bad as others, though 
y afaireflouriflinow. 
idly, if they judge well of 
en they compare themfelvcs 
by taking a fcantling onely 
)utfide, and by what they fee 
and fo, like children , feeing 
*reat way ofl^thfnkethem no 
it brighter then winking can-. 
y ft and afar off from (being 
r of a childc of God, tbey fee 
lory of God filling that tern- 
fee not the fweet influence 
ive from heaven,and thar fel- 
chey have with their God 5 
1 they judge but meanly of 
aufe the outfide of a Chrifti- 
worft part of him, and his 
nes chiefly within, 
'y, If they fee God^^vs^s. 
( them, that they VwiOottK* 
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lives ,and better hearts,& better know- \ 
ledge, yet they will not cpnclude that 
they have no grace, becaufe it hath not 
that ftamp that honeft mens money 
hath. But this pranke they play, they 
think fuch and fuch good men have a 
greater meafurc, and a higher degree { 
of grace then themfelves, yet they 
<jare be bold to thipke and fay, their 
hearts are as upright, though they be 
pot fo pftfefSl as others are • And fo 
yiiifie the grace thatfhines in thebeft 
jneni by making this gold to differ! 
from their o wne copper, not effential- ' 
ly but gradually, and hence they de- 
ceive themfelves jniferably, not but ! 
that one ( ftarr$ or ) (incere Chriftian j 
differs from {mother in glory : I fpeal e j 
of thofe njen onely | that never were j 
fixt in fo high a fphere,as true honcfty 
dwclls^yct falfcly father this bad con- 
clufion, that they arp upright for their 
meafurc, that they have not the like 
j meafurc pf grace recqyed as others 
have. 

Sixthly^ the qndcrftaodings idola- 
try : vvht \tj>x the minde lets up, and 
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bowes down to a falfe image of grace 5 
that is,the mind being ignorant of the 
height and excellence of true grace, 
takes a falfc fcantling of it> andfo ima- 
gins and fancies within it fclfe, fuch a 
meafure of common grace ro be true 
grace , which the fouie eafily having 
attained unto , conceives it is in the 
itate of grace, and fo deceives it felfe 
miferably , R$m. 10.3. 

And the minde comes to fet up her 
image thus. 

Firft, the roinde is haunted and pur- 
fued with troublefomefeares of Hell. 
Cpnftitnct tells him, hee hath finned, 
and the Law tells him he fhall dic } and 
Z>*4/£ appeares and tells him, he muft 
(hortly meete with him j And if he 
be taken away in his finnes,then comes 
a blacke day of reckoning for all his 
privie prankes, a day of bloud, hor- 
rour , judgement and fire , where no 
creature can comfort him. Hence 
faith he, Lord, keepe my fouie from 
thefe miferies ; he hopeth it (hall not 
prove fo evill with him, butfearcsit 
will. 
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Secondly , Hereupon he defireth 
peace and eafe, and fo me a flu ranee of 
freedome from thefe evills. For it is 
an Hell above ground , ever to be on 
the wrack of tormenting feares. 

Thirdly , That he may have cafe, 
he will not fwagger his trouble away, 
nor drowne it in the bottome of the 
cup, nor throw it away with his Dice, 
nor play it away at Cards, but de fires 
fome grace, (and commonly it's the 
lead meafure of it too : ) Hereupon he 
de fires to heare fuch Sermons, and 
reade fuch Bookes as may beft fatisfie 
him concerning the leaft meafure of 
grace; for,finne onely troubling him, 
grace onely can comfort him found- 
ly : And fo , Grace, which is meate 
and drinke to an holy heart, is but 
Phyficke to this kinde of men, to 
eafc them of their feares and trou* 
bles. 

Hereupon being ignorant of the 

height of /iwgrace,he fancier h tohim- 

felfe fuch a meafure of common grace 

ro be true grace. As, if he feeles him- 

fdfe ignorant of that which troubles 
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him : fo much knowledge will I then 
get, faith he. If i ome foulc finnes in 
his pra&ife trouble him, thefehewill 
caft away, and fo reformes : If omiffi- 
on of good duties molefts him,he will 
heare bctter,and buy fome good Pray- 
er-booke, and pray oftner. And if he 
be perfwaded fuch a man is a very ho- 
neft man, then he will ftrive to doe as 
he doth ; and now he is quieted . 

When he hath attained unto this 
pitch of his own, now he thinkes him- 
fclfc a young beginner,and a good one 
too, lo that if he dyeth , he thinkes he 
(hall doe well ; if he liveth, he thinkes 
and hopes he (hall grow better ; and 
when he is come to his owne pitch, 
here he fets downe his ftate fully fatif- 
ried. And now, if he he preft to get 
into the eftate of grace , his anfwer is, 
That is net u be done n&* , he thankes 
God, that care is prf. The truth is y 
(beloved) 'til too high for him j his 
owne legges could never carry him 
thither, all his grace, comming by his 
owne working, not by God Almigh- 
ties power* Let 3 man have falfe. 
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weights,he is cheated grievoufly with 
light gold 5 why i becaufc his weights 
are too light : So thefe men have too 
light weights to judge of the weight 
of true grace j therefore light, dipt, 
crackt pieces cheat them. Hence you 
(hall have thofe men commend pith- 
leflTe,fapleflc men for very honeft men 
as ever brake bread j why * they are 
juft aofwerable to their weights. 
Hence J have not much wondered at 
them, who maintaine that a man may 
fall away from true grace : The rea- 
fon lyeth here : They fet up to them- 
(elves fuch a common worke of grace 
to be true grace 5 from which , no 
wonder that a man may fall. Hence 
JltlUrmine faitlj , That which is true 
Grace ^veritate ejfentU onely, maybe 
loft, not that grace which is true, vc- 
ritaie firm& filiditdtis • which latter, 
being rightly uncjerftood, may be cal- 
led fpccialf, as the ojther, common 
grace. Hence alfo you flnll have ma- 
ny Profeflbrs hearing a hundred Ser- 
mons , never moved to grow better. 
tjcnce like wife yon fhali fee our com- 
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mon Preachers comfort every one al- 
raoft, chat they fee troubled in minde, 
becaufe they thinke prefcntly, they 
have true grace : Now they begin to 
be forrowfull for their finnes. 'Tis juft 
according to their own light weights. 
For the £*ords fake take heed of this 
deceit. True grace ( I tell you ) it's a 
rare pearl?, a glorious Sunse clouded 
from the eyes of all but them that have 
it, Rev. 2. 1 8. a ftrange, admirable, al« 
mighty \v6rke of God upon the foule, 
which no created power can produce, 
as farre different in the lead meafureof 
it, from the higheft degree of com* 
mon grace, as a Dey ill is from an An- 
gel! ; for 'tis Chrift living, breathing, 
raigning, fighting, conquering in the 
foule. Downc therefore with your I- 
doll grace, yourldoll honefty 5 true 
Grace never aimes at a pitch,ic afpires 
onely to perfe#ion , tbil.}. 12, 13. 
And therefore chryfofiome calls Saigt 
Paul, wfttidbilv Dei cult$r: A gree- 
dy, infatiable, devouring worfhipper 
of the Lord Almighty. 

Seventhly, The Underftandings tr- 1 ^ 
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roar is another caufe iff mans run 
And that is feene principally in the 
five things, thefe five errours orfal 
; conceits. 

Firft , In judging fotie trouble < 
minde, Tome light forrow for finne i 
be true Repentance ; and fo thinkir 
they doe repent, hope they fhall t 
faved $ for finne is like fweet poy fo! 
while a map is drinking it downe b 
committing of it, there is much pie; 
fure in it, but after the committing c 
it, there is a fling in it, Prov. 23.31 
3%+ then the time commeth when thi 
poyfon tvorkes,making the heart f we! 
with griefejforry they are at the heari 
they fay, for it ; and the eyes drop 
and the man %at committed fin wit! 
delight, now cryes out with griefe i: 
the bitterrtefle of his foule; o that I 
bt+ft that I am, had never committed ii 
Lord, mercy, mercy ,. Prov. 5.3,4. 11 
1 %. Hay, it may be, they will fad 
and humble, and afflidt their foule 
voluntarily for fin 5 and now they thin 
they have repented, if*. 58 > %. an< 
hereupon, when they tatt* afloat* 
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that finne (hall dye, they granc this is 
true indeed, except a man repent, and 
fi they thinkc they have done Already. 
This is true, At what time foever a fin- 
net repents, the Lord will blot out his u 
equities. But this Repentance is not 
when a man is troubled fomewhatin 
minde for finne,but when he commeth 
tomourne for (tone as hkgreateft e- 
vill, as it hefhould fee all his goods 
and eftate on a light fire before him j 
and that not for lome finnes ., but all 
finnes,Iittle and great; and that not for 
a time, for a fit and away(a Land floud 
of forrow ) but alwayes like a Spring 
never dry, but ever running all a mans 
I/c-time. 

Secondly, In judging the driving 
of confcience againft finne, to be the 
driving of the fltfli againft the Spirit, 
I and hence come thefe fpeeches from 
carnall blacke mourhes i The Spirit is 
willing, butthefltfh is weaie : and 
hence men thinke , they being thus 
compounded of flefh and fpirit, are re- 
generate, and in no worfe eftate then 
the Children of God themteive* •+ as 
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fometime I odcc (pake with a man that 
did rerily think, that Pilate was an ho- 
neft man, bccaufe he was fo unwilling 
to crufific Chrift * which unwilling- 
nefle did arifc onely from the reftraint 
of confcience againft the fa#. So ma- 
ny men judge honeftly, yet (imply up- ; 
on fuch a ground of themfclves, they ; 
fiy,they ftrive againft their finncs, but j 
Lord be mercifull unto them , they ' 
fay tkcflejh ufraile • and hence Armi- 
nim gives a diverfe interpretatibn of 
the feventh Chapter of the Remans 
from ordinary Divines j concerning 
which, Paul fpeakes in the perfon ot 
an unregeneratc man,becaufe he obfer- 
red divers gracelcflfe perfons (as he 
faith himfclfe ) having faHen, and fal- \ 
ling commonly into fins againft con- ; 
fcience, to bring that Chapter in their ( 
owne defence and comfort , becaufe j 
they did that which they allowed not, 
verf. ij. and fo it was not they, but 
finne that dwelled in them. 

And fo, many among us know, they 
fhould be better, and ftrive that they 
may grow better, but through the 
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power of fin cannot jconfcience tellech 
them they muft not finne, their hearts 
and lufts fay they muft finne * and here 
forfboth is ffefli and fpirit : Oh no, 
here is , confcience and luft onely by 
the eares together. Which driving, 
Hctfid, B titan, Pilate , or the vilcft 
Reprobate in the world may have. 
Such a warre argueth not any grace in 
the heart, but rather more ftrengtlrbf 
corruption, and more power of finne 
in the heart $ as, it's no wonder if a 
horfe run away when he is loofej but 
when his bit & bridle is in his mouth, 
nowtobewilde, argueth he is alto- 
gether untamed and fubdued. Take 
heed therefore of judging your eftate 
to be good, becaufe of fome back-* 
wardnelfe of your hearts to commit 
fomefinnes, though little finnes; for 
thy finnes may be, and, it is moft ccr- 
taine, are more powerfull in*&*,thcn 
in others that have not the like fhug- 
lings, becaufe they have not fuch 
checks as thou haft to. reftraine thee. 
Know therefore that the driving of 
the Sprit againft (he Flejh, is againftA 
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jtf^refqrc YYtm upright. Why < Ob, 
bcc^ufe mine heart is good, mine afE> 
dioos & defircs within are bcttter then 
my life without, and what ever ethers 
JAufge ofoiej know mine own hear r,& 
the heart is all that God defires. And 
thus they foolc therpfclves, Prov. 18. 
• %6. This is one of the greatcft caufes 
and grounds ofmiftakeamongft men 
that thinkc bejtof thcmfelves : they 
are not able to put a difference be* 
twecne the good defies and ftrong af- 
fedions tJiac arifc from the love of Je- 
fus Ghrift. 

Selfe-love will make a man leeke 
his own good andfafctyjnenceitwiU 
pull a man out of his bed betimes in 
, the morning, and call him up to pray 5 
it will rake him and cary him into his 
chamber towards evening, and there 
privately make htm (eckc, and prav, 
and tug hard for pardon, for Chrft, 
tot mercy >Lord evermore give us of this 
huA. But the love of C drift makes a 
man defire Chtift and his honour for 
bimfclfe,8c all other things for Chrift. 
Ic is true , the defires of Sonnes in . 
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Chrift by faith are accepted ever, but 
the dcfire of fcrvants, men that worke 
oricly for their wages out of Chrift, 
are not. 

Fourthly , In judging of Gods love 
to them, by aiming iometimes at the 
glory or God. Is this ppffible, that a 
man fhould airae at Gods glory, and 
yet perifti i Yes, and ordinary too, 
A man may be liberali to the poore, 
maintained^ Miniftery, be forward 
and (land for good things, whence he 
may not doubt* but that God loves 
him: But here is the difference, though 
a Widked man may make Gods glory 
in fome particular things his end, yet 
he never makes it in his general! courfe 
his utmoft and Iaft end : A fnbtle Ap- 
prentice may doe all his Maftcrs work, 
but he may take the gaine to himfelfe, 
or divide it betwixt his Matter and 
himfelfe, and fo may be bur a Knave, 
as pbfervant as he feemes to be : So a 
fubtle hearr,(yet a vile villanous heart) 
may forfake all the world \ as $*d*s 
did,may binde himfelfe Apprentice to 
jail the duties God tsogucetti outwarcf- 
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ly at his hands,and fo doe good wpsks, 
but what's hislafterid? IcVthatJJiqe! 
might gaine fefpeftjprpbc^^/oc'ja^. 
Chrift may havefbrae part of tfceglo- - 
ty y &c he another. Simon Magus tfoufji 
give any money fometiracs that hf 
could pray fo well, know lb jgiictijj 
and doe as others doe, and yet his laft 
.end is for himlelfe ; but how can you 
btletve, if you feeke not ,$hat glory i&at 
comes from God % fayeft Chrift ^there's 
many feeke the honoiirof Chrift^iit 
doe you feeke his honour onely.\ Is.it 
your lad end, where you reft and ft eke 
no mote but tbtt i if thou wouldeft 
' know whether thou make it Chrift s 
glory thy laft cnd,obferve this Ruk : 
If thou art more grieved for the c- 
clipfe of thine owne honour* and for 
thine owne loflfes, (hen for the lofle of 
Gods hononr , it is an evident fight 
thou loreft it not,defireft it not as th|y 
chiefe ft good, as the laft end, for thy 
(ummimbonumjxx\ therefore doeft not 
feeke Gods honour, in the prime and 
chiefeft place. Sinne troubled PmI 
more tbau all the plagues and miferies 
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t>f the World: Indeed, if thy name be 
dafhed with difgrace , ahd thy will be 
trolled, tby heart is grieved and dif~ 
ijitftted,buc the Lord may lofc his ho- 
nour daily by thine owne finnes : and 
tftdfe that be round about thee,but not 
4 tfare, riot a figh, not a groanc to be- 
hold fuch afpe&acle : Asfureas,the 
Lord lives, thou feekeft not the Lords 
name, or honour, as thy greatcft 
good. 

FiFtMy v In judging the power of 
fione to be but infrmitie ; for if any. 
thing trouble an unregenerate man*and 
makes him call hiseftate into que ft ion 
it is finne, cither in the being or power 
of k. Now; finre in the being ought' 
nor, muft not make a man queftion his 
eftate, becaofe the beft have that left 
in them, that will humble them, and 
make them live by faith j therefore the 
.power of finne onely can trouble a 
mam Now if a man doe judge of this) 
to be onely but infrmitie^ whiftfr the 
beft are compared about withall fa 
cannot but lie downe fecurely, and 
thioke himfclfe well. And ifthiser* 
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cour be fetled in one that Jives in no 

oacknowneCnnc, k is very difficult 

to remove : for let the Minjftcr ca0 

the iparkes of hell in their facet, and 

denounce the terrQurof God againft 

them, they are never ftirred : why t 

becaufe they thinke here's fery* the 

live in fimte , but as for thcmfelvcs, 

Although they have finnes, yet they 

ftriveagainft tbem, and fo cannot leave 

them | for, wtmnfk btvefinntds ling <v 

me live here, they fay* Now markeit, 

there's no furer figne of a man under 

the bloudy'raigne, and dominion of 

his Iufts and finnes , than this ; that is, 

to give way tofiane, ( though never fo 

little and common ) nortobegreatly 

troubled for finne ) for they may be 

a little troubled ) becaufe they cannot 

overcome finnej (I deny not, but the, 

bejt doe finnc daily ; yet this is the dif- 

poficion of P/mL and every child of 

God, he mourneth not thelc(Te,but 

the more for finnej though he cannot 

quite fubduc them, caft them out and 

overcome them. Asaprifonermourns 

the more that he is bound withfuch 
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fetters he canbot breake % 
|ry^cf trucly 4enfible of his woefull 
j^privitteb^nofi^v Thisis the great 
:) : <li£fefcnce between 4 ugingfinne a man 
Wiltyart with^H, and afinne of infir- 
mity airian cannot part wirhall 5 afinne 
viinjirmttit i% facb a finne as a man 
*roukl, but cannot pare wieh\ it y and 
hence be mourner the more For it: A 
ttgingfmnt is fucha finne, as a than 
happily by vertue of his lafiring con- 
fciencp,would fometimes part withall, 
but cannot , and hence mournes the 
ejfe for it,and gives way unto it. Now 
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for the Lords fake take heede of this 
deceit j for I teii you, thofe finncs you 
cannot parr wit hall, if you grbane not 
day and night under them, ( faying, O 
Lord,helpe me, for I am weary of my 
felfe)and my life will certainly undoe 
you. You fay, you cannot but fpeah 
ideljyZnd thinke vawelfa and dec ill, as 
all doe fbmerimes j I tell you, thofe 
finne-s.ihal; be everlafting chaincs to 
hcldyoufaft in the power pf the De- 
vil], umill the Judgement of th* great 
day. * - 
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And thus much of the understand- 
ings corruption , whereby men are 
commonly deluded} Now folio weth 
jthefecond. 

' , Secondly* in regard of the falfe ba- 
(lard peace begot in the confeience. 
Why fliouid the Campe tremble 
when Scoots are afleepe, or give a 
falfe report , when the enemies are 
neare theitf < Moft men thinke they 
are in a fafe eftate, becaufe they were 
never in a troubled eftate, or if they 
have beene troubled 3 becaufe they 
have got fqpe .peace and comfort 
after it. 

* Now this falfe peace is begot in the, 
heart, by thefe foure mcanes. 

i. fySathan. 

a. By falfe Teachers. 

3. By a falfe fpirit. 

4. By a falfe application of 

true promifes. 



I. By Sathan % whole Kingdome ftiall 
fall if it fliouid be divided , and be al- 
wayes in a combuftion : hence he Ja- 
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How falfe 

Ccace is 
red in 
the foule. 
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bourcth for Peace, Luke 1 i.a 1. fftfim 
ffo /tmk sm* kttyth thi fkUct, Bii 
g$$i$ he in ftsce> that i< 9 when Satin ! 
armed with abundance of (hires and 
camall reafohingj poflefleth mens 
fouies, they are at peace; . 

Now looke as Matters give their! 
feryanrs peace,even fo the dentil. 

1. By removing all things that Jhty 
trouble them: and 

a, Py giving unto them all things 
that may quiet and comfortthcih,*s 
meat, (Jnnkcreit^odging^&c. fo doth 
Sathatt deale with h» slaves Had for- 
rants. 

Firft,by removing ifnofe fins which 
trouble the conference j for a man may 
live inafinne, and yet never be trou- 
bled for that finne^fbr finne agaiftft the 
light of confeience onely troubles the; 
confeience > } as children that are turn, 
cling and playing in the dun\ they are 
not troubejd with all the duft,nay they 
take pleafure to wallow in it jbuc one- 
ly with that ( whether it be (mall or 
great ) that f ' ghts in their eyes. And 
bence that ycong man came boafting 
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to Chrift, that hee had kept all the 
commandtments from his youth,*** 
m*tM»*jf0rri»fhtt, betaufe that duft, 
ibttftoK he lived to With delight be- 
fore, fell into his eyes* tod therefore 
was troubled : How inarfce the plot of 
the Devil), when he eat make a man 
live, and Wallow, and flight in his 
fihnes, and Jo fcrve him, and yet will 
not fatter him to live many fmnea- 
gainft conftiefic*, whereby he flionjd » 
berttubfed, andfofeeketocome^ot! 
of his woeful! eftare, keisjwret&is m*n 
is his 'mk $ aadttowa^ooredehided 
man himfelfc goes ftp and downe, not 
doubting but he Ml be ftved \ why* 
becaufe thehr confeience ( they thanVe 
God ) is cleare, and they know ofbo 
one finne they live in^they know no. 
■ thing by themfelves, that may make 
them fomuch as fufpe$ their effete is 
bad, M atth.9.1^. Ictmc mttcsllthe 
rightmts butfimrurs ft repeittsrtct, that 
is, fuch an one as in his owne opinion 
is 6fh-Whole$cvety fihne being a child 
of Gods ficknefle, he is never without 
fomc kinde of forrowrbut fame (feme* 
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ooely being a natural! mans ficknefle, 
they being removed, he recovers out 
of his former forro w, and growes well 
againe, and thinkes himlclte found : 
but, the Lord Jefus never came co fave 
fuch,therefore Satan keepes poflfefion 
of them. For the Lords lake looke co 
this fubtilcy ; many thinke tbemfelves 
in a good eftate , becaule they know 
not the particular finnc they live in, 
whereas Satan may have ftronger pof- 
fdfion of fucb as are bound with his 
invifible fetters and chaines , when 
thofe that have their pinching bolts 
on them may (boner efcape. 

Secondly , By giving the foule 11- 
bttfit to recreate it felfe in any finfull 
courfe, wherein the eye of confeience | 
may not be pricked and wounded. Ser- 
vants when they are put alwayes to 
worke, and never can goe abroad, are 
weary both of work and Mailer: that 
Matter pleafeth them, that giveth 
them mod liber tic. To be pent up all 
the day long in doing Gods worke, 
watching, prapmg, fighting tgairifk eve- 
ry finnc, this is a burden, . thfc is too 
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(trift,arid bccaufcthat they cannot en- 
dure it , they thinke the Lord lookes 
not for it'at their hands. Now Satan 
gives men libertie in their finfull cour* 1 
fcs j and this libertie begets peace, and 
this peace makes them thinke well of 
themfelvcs, % feut+ig. There's many 
rotten profeflbrs in thefe dayes, that 
indeed will not open their mouths a- 
gainft the fincere hearted people of 
God, yet they walke loofely , and take 
too much libertie in their fpeechcs, li- 
berty in their thoughts,liberty in their 
defires and delights, libertie in their 
company, in their paftimes, and that 
fbmerimes under a pretence ofChri* 
ftian libertie* and never trouble them- 
I felves wit hthefe need leffe controver- 
J fies; to what end, or in what manner 
doelufe thefe things ? whereas the 
righteous man feaitth.alway> confide-; 
ring there is a fnare for him in every 
lawfull liberty. May not I finne in my 
mirth* in myfpeakwgrin tnyjleepwgf 
Oh / this liberty that the Devill gives, 
and the world takes, befots moft men 
with a foolHh opinion, that all is well 
. J with them. •-*-•-* 
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3. • Thirdly , by giving the fbulc good 

dyet, mtattvi&dr'mke enough, what 

di(h he tikes bed. Lett Maftcrgive 

liberty, yet his fervaot is opt pleated, 

Lunlefle he hath meate and drinke and 

w food : fo there's no wicked man under 

Heaven, but as he rakes coo much li. 
berty in the u(c of lawfull things, fo 
he reedeth his heart with fo me unlaw- 
ful! fecret luft , though all the time 
they live in it, it may be, it is unkowfl 
to them, Luk. \6. Dives had bis dUh, 
his gted things, and fo fang hitnfclfc a 
flcepe, and bad his foule take his cafe 
and reft :yca obfcnre this dyet is poy- 
loned in it felfe, but evercommended 
to the foule as wholfome, good, and 
lawfull. They chriften finae with a 
new name, as Popes are at their electi- 
on * if he bebad, they call him fame, 
times Hus, if a coward, Let, Sec. So 
ewetemfmfle, is good husbandry* eem- 
fmtjkeefing , good neighbourhood $ 
tying, to fave thek credit fromcarck- 
ing,but a handfomeexcufe: and hence 
the foule goes peaceably on, and be- * 
//peireshettinagoodcftate, J 
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Fourthly, by giving the foule reft 
artl fleepc,thatis,ceflation fometimes 
from toe a& of fiooc j hence they are 
hardly per fwaded that they Kvejn fin, 
became they ccafc fometimes from 
the ad of finne, as no man 4oth al- 
wayes fweare,nor is he alwayes drunk, 
nor alwayes angry. They think,onely 
their falls in theft or the like finpes,arc 
flips and fall*,w hie h the beft man may 
have fometimes, and yet be a deare 
child of God. Oh £ Satan will not al- 
wayes fee men at his worke ; for if 
men Should alwayes have their cups in 
their hands, and their queanes in their 
armes $ if a covetous man (hould al- 
wayes root in the earth , and never. 
tray«never have good thoughts,never 
eepe any Sabbath, if a man mould al- 
wayes fpeake idely, tod never good 
Word dropfrom him, a mans confeie- 
ence would never be quier,but flaking 
him tip for what he doth jbut by gi- 
ving men refpite from finning for a 

time, Satan getteth ftrongerpofltmon 
afterwards, as MMth. I a. 45. mbt* tkt 

unclesmftirit itg$xuia rfs mm, itrt- 

twrttV 
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turnes worfe.SwpftnsflteogthzlwayQS 

remained > and fedoth finncs ftrcngch 

m a natural! map^ but it neverappeares 

untill temptation gome* > 

Fifthly, By giving the foule faire 

promifes of Heaven and cternmlllife* 

aud faftning themuponthe heart.Moft 

men are confident their cftate isgood i 

and though Gad kils them* yet will 

they truft in hitn, and cannot be bea* 

ten from this* Why? oh | Satan J>e\Vit- 

chcth them :. Pot asbecoW^^by 

the Ssx$£i\t)fl)tep>told not d)t % lb doth 

he infinuate his perfivafions^to the 

foule* though it .live in finne, he jhal 1 ' 

not dye, but doe well enough, as the 

prccifeft. Satan gives thus good words* 

but vvofull wages* the eternall fiaCbes 

ofHelL 

.. At. ByfdftTtdchtrs. Who partly 

by their loofe examples v pa«iy by 

(heir flittering defines ia publike, 

and their large chiri tic in prhrai«,daw- 

bing up every one < efpccially that is 

a good friend unto therp) for boneft 

and religions pebble, ax4 tf they be 

but a link troubl&d* a^\fix% ef- 
fort. 




fort ptefently , and fo healing them 
that fliould be wounded, and not tel- 
ling them roundly of their fftrtdias, 
us $ohn Baptifi did Herod. Hereupon 
they judge themfclvcs honeft,becaufe 
the Minifter will give them the beg- 
gerly pafport, and fo they goe out 'of 
the World , and dye like Larobes, be- 
ing wofulJy cheated > M*uh 24. 11. 
Looke abroad in the world, and fee 
what is the region fomany feed their 
hearts with confidence they (hall be 
faved, yet their lives condemne them, 
and their hearts acquit them • the rea- 
fonis, ftichand fuch a' Minifter will 
goc to the Ale-houfe , and he never 
prayes in his Family, and he is none 
of thefe precife hot pebple, and yet as 
honeft a man as ever lives, and a good 
Divine too, Ahdbwas miferably chea- 
ted by foure hundred falfe Pfophets. 
Whilft the Minifter is of a loofe life 
himfelfe, he will winke at others and 
their faults , leaft in reproving them, 
he fho^td condemne himfelfe , and o- 
thers fliould fay unto him, Pby fitian, 
heale thy felfe. Theevcs of the fame 
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company will not ftcak from one ano- 
cfaer, Jeaft they trouble thereby them, 
fclves i and nence they give others 
falfe Cards to taile by, falfe llulcs 19 
live by j their unconfcionablc large 
charitie,>s like a gulfc that fwaltawcth 
Ships ( foules I meaoe ) totted with 
tempefts and not comforted, //i. 54. 
jj&.znd hence all being fiih that com- 
metb to their net, all men tbinke fo of 
thcmfclves 

III. K f*ifc ftirit. This iM third 
caufe that begets a falfe peace i as 
there is a true Spirit that witneneth 
to our fpirits , that wee are Sonne* of 
God, Rim. 8 i5. So there is a falfe 
fpirit, juft like the true one, witnefling 
that they are the Sonnes of G o d, 
.1 ^£#4. x. mcatcbidtatrjtkejfi. 
rttt i now,if ttyefe fpirits were pot like 
Gods true Spirit, what need tryalli 
As, what need one cry whether diet be 
gold, which are fo unlike to each o- 
then And tbis fpirit I take to be fet 
downe, MMtb.%4. 14. Nowlookcas 
the true Spirit witnefletb, fo the falfe 
/pifir,bcinslikeit,witncflcth alio. 
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Firtt, The Spirit of God humbles 
the foule : So before men have the 
witneife of the falfc fpirit , they are 
mightily caft downe and deje&ed in 
fpirit,and hereupon they pray for eafe 
and purpofc to lead new lives, and cad: 
away the weapons, and fubmit, Pfd. 
66. 3. 

Secondly, the Spirit of God in the 
Gofpel reveales Jefus Ghrift, and his 
willingnefle to fave jfo the fklfe [pi- 
rit difeovereth Chriftsexcllencyand 
willingneffc to receive him, if he will 
but come in. Ic fareth with this foule 
as with Surveyors of Lands, that 
take an exadi compaffc ot other mens 
grounds, of which they (hill never en- 
joy a Foot. So did Bjlaair> y Num. 24. 
Si- 6 f this falfe fpirit fheweth them 
tbc glory of Heaven and Gods peo~ 

Thirdly, Hereupon the foule com- 
ttieth to be affe&ed, and to caft e the 
goodnefle and fweetneffe of Jefus 
Chrift, as thole did, Hcb.6. and the 
foule brcafees outinco apaffiomtead-j 
miration s Oh I that ever there fluui<£ 
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be any hope tor fuch a vile wretch as I 
am and have been>and fo joy es excee- 
dingly , l.ke a man haife way wrapt up 
into Heaven. 

Fourthly, Hereupon the foulebeing 
comforted after it was wounded, now 
calkih God, mjGtJ, and Chrift , my 
(meet Sdv**mr ,'and now ic doubts not 
but k fliail be faved ; why i txcaufe I i 
have received much comfort after \ 
muchftrr*!*, and d$ubtfag*H$f.%. 2>j. \ 
and yet remaincs a deluded mifcraWe 
creature ft ill. Buc here marke the dif- ; 
ference betweene the wirnelfe of each i 
fpsri:. Thefalfe ffirit makes a man be* j 
fceve he is in the ft are of ?ra< e, and 
ft jH be f i ved, because he hath tafttd 
of Chrift, and fo barb beeccou tor- 
ted, and that abundantly : But the 
true Spirit perfwades a man > his eftate 
is goud and fafe, becaufe be hath not 
oncly tailed, but b$*ght this Chrift ; 
as the wife Merchant in the Gofpel, 
chat rejoyced he had found theft&k, 
but yet ftayes not here, but fells away 
all , and bujes the pearle. Like two 
Chapmen that come to buy Wine, 
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the one tafts it, and goeth away in a 
drunken fie, and fo concludes it is his ; 
So a man doth, that hath i he falfe fpi- 
ritrbutthe truefpirited roan doch not 
onely tafte, but buyes the Wine, al- 
though he doe not drinkc it all downe, 
when he coneth to tafte it j yet he ha- 
ving been incited by tailing to buy It, 
HM he calls it his owne : So a child of 
God tailing a little of God, and a lit- 
tle of Chri ft, and a little of the pro-* 
taifes at his firft conversion, although 
he taftes not all the fweetncfTe that is 
in God, yet he for fakes allfor G6d^ 
for Chrilt, and fo takes them lawfully , 

f ashisowne* 

Agiihe, the falfe fpirit having gi- 
ven a rtian comfort and peace, fuffer* 
aman to reft in that eflate; but the 
true fpirit having made the foule tafte 
the Love of the Lord, ftirreuh up the 
foule to doe and Worke mightily for 
the Lord. Now the foule cry eth out; 
What Jhdll I doe f$r Chrift that bath 
dtne winders for me ? if every haire on 
my head were a tongue to fpeake of 
hisgoodnefle, it Were too luck* &t~ 

/......, P* . .. Vtm^ 
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htm. 8. 10. the joy of the Lord is our 
ftrength. Pfal^i. 12. Vpholdmemth 
thy fine ffirii, or as che Chaldean pa- 
raphrafe hath ir, thy kingly fpirit ithe 
Spirit of Adoption in Gods childe 
is no underling, luff. ring men to lye 
downe, and cry, my dcfires arc 
good, but flcfli is fraiiej No, It is 
a ' kingly fpirit that raignes where it //- 
vtth. 

I V. Falfe flying oftruepromifes, 
Is the laft.caute of folfe peace. And 
when a man hath Gods Spirit within, 
and Gods hand and promife ( as he 
thinks ) for his eftate, now he thinkcs 
all fafe. This did the Jemes, they faid, > 
Wee have Abraham to cur Father, and 
fo reputed thcmfelues fafe, God ha. 
v&g made them promife, I mil be a 
Cod ef thee y and oj thy feed. But here is 
a difference betwecne a child of Gods 
application of them & a wicked mans? 
the firft applietb them fo to him, as 
that he liveth upon them, and nothing 
but them j and to whom doth the 
dugge belong, but to the childe that 
liveth upon it i The other lives upon 
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his lulls, and creatures, and yet cat-i 
cheth hold on the promue. tt . . , . . . : .. f ^ i 

By thefe foure means is begot a ba- 
ftardfalfe peace. U1 " r * '.\ \'/\ 

Thus much of chefeco»dcaufeQF; 
mans deceiving himfelfej Falfe peace 
in the Confcience. , )£r 

Now followeth the thir^L... 

III. The corruptions and diftea* T 
pers of the JVill, which is. the third 
caufe why men deceive .ihemfelves. 
Which are many. I will onely name 
three. 

Fir ft, When the PT/7/is refolved to 
goeoninafinfallcourfe, and then fers 
the underftanding aworkq to defend 
it. Whence it farcth with the foule, 
as with a man that commeth to fearcK 
for ftollen goods,who having received, 
a bribe afore- hand, fcarcheth every 
where but where it is, and fo the man 
is never found out to be what he is : 
So a man having tafted the fweetneflfe 
of a fin full courfe ( which pleafure 
bribes him ) he is contented to fearch 
into every corner of his heart, and to 
J try himfclfe,as many doe^xc^tttatt 
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where his darling luft lyes j he fits upw 
that, and covers it willingly from his 
owneeyes, as Racket did upon ftolne 
gods , and fo never findes out him- 
fclfe,/*. 3. ao. a man that hath a mind 
to flee pe quietly, will caufe the cur- 
tairies to be drawnc, and will let (bene 
light coipein, but (huts out all that, 
or fo ratfeh as may hinder him from 
(leeping : So a man having a mind to 
jQeepe in fome particular finfull courfe 
at hiseafe, will fearcb himfelfe, and 
let fome lighr come into hisminde. 
And hence many prophane perfons, 
that know much, (their opinions are 
orthodox , their difcourfe favoury ) 
yet doe they know little oftbemfelves, 
and of thofefinnes and lufts that haunt 
thera 5 which they muft partwirh,be* 
caufethis light troubleth them, it hin- 
ders them frbm fleeping in their fecure 
eftate, and therefore they draw the 
curtaine here : Hence many men that 
live in tbofc finnes of the grofleft u(u- 
ry, finding the gaine, and tafting the 
fweet of that (inne, will reade all 
bookes, goe to all thofe Minifters* 
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they fuppofe, that hold it lawful!, and 

Ifo pick up and gather reafons todefcnd 
the lawfulnefle of the finne, and fobc- 
caufe tfcey would not have it to be a 
finne, finde out reafons whereby they 
rfainke it no finne ; but the bottorac is 
this, their will hath goc the brtb<%and 
now the under (landing playcsthe law- 
yer i and hence men live in the moft 
crying finnes,and are fure to peri(h,be- 
caufe they will not know they arc in 
ao errour. 

Secondty , when the mil fet$ the un- 
derstanding a worke to extenuate and 
leflcn finne : for many, when they fee 
their finnes, yet make it final 1 by look- 
ing at the falfe end of their opticke 
glaffe ; they thinke fuch fmall matters 
never make any breach betweene the 
Lord and their foules. Hence they fay, 
tbt btft man finnesfeven times a day , and 
pfa can fay my heart is clcsnt f What 
is the rea(on chat a childe of God bath 
Iictle peace many times after commif- 
fion of fpaali (innes * Oh / it is becaufc 
they fee the horrible nature of the 
Jeaft finne ; fmall wrongs againft fo 
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deare, fo great a friend as the Lord is, 
it cuts their hearts ; yetacaroall heart ) 
it never troubled for great finnes, be* 
caufe they make a light matter of 
them. 

Thirdly, Wilfull ignorance of the 
horrible wrath of God* Hence men 
rufli on in finne, astbehorfeintothe 
battell. Hence men nevej feare their 
efhtes, becaufe they know not Cods 
wrath hanging over them. Coldeft 
Snakes when they are frozen with 
cold, never fling nor hurt; one may 
carry 3 ncaft of them inhisbofome ? 
but bring them to the fire > then they 
hide and (ling : fo finne when it is 
brought neare Gods wrath, ( that de- 
vouring fire ) it makes men cry out of 
them (elves, then I am undone,oh I am 
aloft creature-, but being not thus hea- 
ted , finne never maizes a man cry out 
ofhitufelfe. 



Thefe are the caufe* why men are 
ignorant of their woef ull 7 mife- 
rable eftare, which Ignorance is 
the firft Hocke, ot the firft pow- 
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der-plot that fpoyles thoufands. 
Yet , there are three more dange- 
rous, becaufe more fecret. 

Now followeth the fecond reafon 
of tnens ruine. By reafon of mans ear- 
n*ll Jccuritie, whereby men cannot be 
affe&ed with, nor fo much as have 
hearts to defite to come out of their 
mifery, when they know it : for if a 
mans minde understand his mifery, yet 
if the heart be hard or fleepy, and not 
affe&ed, loaden, wounded, humbled, 
and made to groane under it, he will 
never greatly care to come out of it, 
J fa. 29. 9, io« Now this is the eftate 
of many a foule, he doth know his mi- 
fery, but by reafon of the fleepy, fe- 
cure r fenfeles fpirit of dumber, he ne- 
ver feeles ir, nor mourncs under it, and 
f o comes not out of it. 

Now the Reafons of this fecurity 
arethefe* 

Becaufe God powres not out the 
full mcafure of his wrath upon men, 
becaufe hce kindles not the pile of 
wrath that lyes upon meti, its tefetved 



Thefc- 
cond Rea- 
fon why 
men ruine 
thefdvej. 
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and concealed, not revealed from hea* 
i//*,and fo long, let God frown,Mini* 
fters threatened (mailer judgements 
drop, yet they will never (eeke (belter 
in jefus Chrift, but (leepe in thrift 
(innes, untill God raiae downe flouds 
ofhorrour,bloud, fire, untill Gods ar* 
rowes fticke in mens hearts, they will 
Oever feejee out of themftlves unto Je- 
fus Chrift, Eetfe. 8. n. fo long as 
Gods plagues were upon Pharaoh* he 
giveth faire wards, and Mofes muft be 
fent to pray for him : but when Gods 
hand is taken away , now Pharaohs 
heart is hardened. So long as Gods 
fword is in his fcabberd, men hay el 
fuch ftout hearts, that they will oever 
yeeld j God muft wound,and cut deep J 
and ftab, and thruft to the very heart, 
clfe men will never yceld, never awa- 
ken, till Gods fills be about mens 
e^res, and he is dragging them to the 
(lake; men will never awake and cry 
for a pardon and deliverance of their 
woefull eftate. 

Secondly , becaufc if they dqe in 
parcfede, and fo feare Gods wracb, 
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they put away the evill day farre from 
them* they hope they (hall doe bet- 
ter hWeafter, and repent fome other 
time, and therefore they fay, foule 
eate,drinke, follow thy fports, cups, 
qucanes ; thou baft a txeafure of time 
whicti mall not be fpent in many 
yeares, Ifiy 22. ia, 15. that looke as 
it is with the waxe, let it be of never 
fo pliable a difpofition, and the fire 
never fo hot, yet if it be not brought 
neare the fire, andbe held in the fire, it 
never melts, but ftill remaines hard : 
fo it is here. Let a man or woman 
have never fo gentle or pliable a na* 
I true, and let Gods wrath be never fo 
hot and dread full in their Judgements, 
yet if they make not the day of wrath 
prefent to them, if they fee it not 
ready every moment to light upon 
their hearts,they are never mekedjouc 
they remaine hard-hearted,fecure,flee- 
py wretches,and never groane to come 
out of their woefull eftate jand this is 
the reafon why many men, that have 
guilty confeiences, though they have 
. many fecret wiibes and purpofes to 
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bee better, yet never cry out of 
themfclr cs, rior ever feeke earneftly 
for mercy, till they lie upon their 
death- bed, and then, oh the promifes 
that they ply God with 1 try me Lord , 
& reftorc me once more to my health, 
and life againe, and thou (halt fee how 
thankfulll will be 5 becaufe that now. 
they apprehend wrath add ihifery 
neafe unto them, Hcb. 3. 13. 

Thirdly, Becaufe they thioke they 
can beare Gods wrath, though they 
doe conceive it neare at hand, evtn at 
the very doores: men thinke not that 
Hell is fo hot, nor the devill fo black, 
nor God fo terrible as indeede he is. 
And hence wee (hall obferve the Pro- 
phets prefent Gods wrath as a thing 
intolerable before the eyes of the peo- 
pflf ? that-thereby they might quench 
all thoft'eurfed conceits of being able 
to'beare Gods wrath,^*£w* 1.9- and 
hehce we (ball have ipany men defpe- 
rately conclude, they will have their 
fwinge in finnc,and if they perifh they 
hope tTiey (hall be able to beare it, it 
is b*t s ddmmng they &u\V&^&d heac e 
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they goc on fecurely, Q poore wret> 
ches / the dcvill fcares and fcares all 
the world, aod at Gods wrath thede. 
vills quake, and yet fecure menfeare 
ic not, they chink bell is not fo terrible 
a place. . 

Fourthly , becaufe. they know, no 
better ao e^ate : Hence though they 
feele. their wofull and miferable cone 
dition, yet they defirc not to come 
out of k. Although men finde hard 
lodging in the world ,bard times, hard 
friends har,d hearts, yef they make a 
fhift wuh what they node in this mife- 
rable Inne, uotill they come to Hell 5 
for (ijch a man purfued by outward 
miferies or inward troubles , there 
Hayes. O miferable man that makes, 
flitft rill he come to Hell. They may 
hearc of the bappy : eftace of Go%j 
people, but not knowing of it.expe-t 
rimentally, they ftay where they are, 
loh,%. 14., ■', 

.take a princcs.cl^ejajidbriD&lt 
up in a baie houfe and place, it never 
, afpires after a Kingjdomeor Crownei 
So men* hatcht in thi* world, know- 
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jpg no beeper ao eitrxjarvcr 
trcm to get a better jobenaocc 
that they fcrambk f jc here. Wires 
moorac for the long abfcxxr of char 
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belovaiHiisbaids, 

than and tixsr virona. God 
kne htm&tfioai 
jcactS) bucmesftednoc 

k,be€mlechey never aft 

aetfe ot tss preface lea ftrangeco' 
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cups ana cards, pocs 
ocxdhawto* thaa in the xiiomfcip at ; 
God aid Cimft* ia Ward, in paper, 
n Meditaaoc* which Ordinances**:, 
burdens and priibiis unco chenL»Whar 
ssdKruibn of ic i Is char aa mote 
fwcetndfc nt die priencs of Gods 
uniting in Chrift , dun iff s ffltfaf 
Waorc i Yes* bur they know one 
ae worthpfiwetnedGe^ai 




aedeota God j yet mco crciir 
chey will never rcnirne, becuJenow | 
chey olfce a lagc- difeencs of each j 
dfaic: So iris tee ,. if men duibocj 
once cafic of the happijidfe of Gods i 
jpcopk* cfcf would hoc for achon-l 
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(arid worlds be one balfc houre in their | 
wild lode Sea againe. 

Fifthly, becauft if they dbfcknow ***/5. 
abetter eftate, yet their ptefent plea- 
fares, their doth doth fo bewitch 
them, and Gods denyals when they 
feeke unto him, doe fo farre difcourage 
them, that they fleepe ftill fecurely in 
that eftjte. A flothf ull heart bewitch- 
ed With prefenteafe and pleafures and 
delights, confidering many a tcare, 
many a prjycr muft it make , many 
a night muft it bfeake its fleepe, 
many a weary ftep muft it take to 
wards heaven and Chrift, if ever it 
come there, growes difcouraged and 
deadec 1 , and hard-hearted in afleepy 
eftace, and had rather have a bird in 
the hand then two in the bud), ?r$v. 
i. J2. $tr. 48. ii. The Israelites wi- 
shed that they were at their Onyons 
and gralikeagaine in £ffpt. Was there 
no C<tn**n >. yes, but they Wiihcd thus ( 
becufe there were walls built up to 
heaveft, gnd Giants formes ofvinack 
in the Land, difficulties to overcome. 
O flothfull hearts / Secondly! be caufe 
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f ic Lord bad liieax ace jIycts =o 

bis kzes j chey wadd ninne amy : 
J- Tsacy 1 xan ticks win :om w e- 
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*+*?*, he besres oi laavcx mc s acc- 
^farg;ygy why sees he cc his 
nxc ici-poo .uriuie i Oc .' 3C- ■; 
:herc jre ic Bany ^ifiaiicxes and 
^s and hindrances jt his way, and 
became ±cy pay and 5nce ace aic, 
iercfcK ricy or , irin« . jmgh , 
pert md ilepc in :hcj: .Tine rank e- 
larc i:^ Jrf jk/j. 7. r.u ihe^fcrc aa 
▼like Ji'iie zroad vr/, biauie ±e 
:cher *ay :a iire:s rtnaeht and aar- 

piagne* 1 3 orders l prijpn 



ncii sx houre la ±e leases, chun se 
I an hours ir payer ; men had rarher 

[ x iamned it lafl,, Aan iwrest J ouLaid ; 

I rannc rir':ueii uie net cc rccrivci 
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Sixthly jbccaufc of the ft range ftrong 
power of fin, which beares that fway 
over mens foules,that they muft ferve 
it * as prifoners ftoope to their Jay lor j 
as fonldiers that, have taken their pay, 
their plcsfurc ofjinnc, muft follow it as 
their Captaine, though they goe mar- 
ching on to eternal! ruine :nay though ; Rom * «• 
Dooracs day fljould be to morrow, u u 
yet they muft and will ferve their 
lufts. As the Sodonites when they 
were frafttenwhh blindnefle, whkh 
tormented their eyes , as though they 
had beene pricked wirh thornes/or fo 
the Hebrew word figaifies^even when 
dcftru&ion was neare, they groped for 
rbc doore. Men cannot but fin though 
they periih for finne ; hence they rc- 
mamc tecure. 

Seventhly , Defpaire of Gods mer- 
cy : hence, like C*iu % men are Rutu&~ 
gates from the face of God ; men 
thinke they (hall never fiade mercy 
when all is don?: hence they grow de~ 
fperately (infull ; like cbofe ltdUtt Se- 
THtors, thai defpairtng of iJhfcvt \w« 
rwAeflttjwn&bmilRonxhqf Yofltets* 
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promifed their lives jVet)being confci- 
ous of their villany, made a curious 
banquet, & at the cod of it, every man 
dranke up his glafle of poyfon, & kil- 
led himfclfe : fomen feeling fuch hor- 
rible hard hearts, and being privie to 
fuch notorious Gnncs, they caft away 
lives, and heaven, and foules for ltift, 
and fo perifli wofulIy,bc caufe they li- 
ved defperately, and fofccurely. 

Eighthly, Becaufe men nouriib a 
blinde,falie, flattering hope of Gods 
mercy : hence many knowing and fuf- 
pe&ing that all is naught with them, 
yet having fomehope they m*y be in 
a good eftate,and God may love them j 
hence they He downe fc cutely, and 
reft in their flattering hope. Hence ob- 
fervejthofe people that kldome come 
to a cooduuon, to a point, that either 
they are in the itate of grace, or out 
of it , that never come to beafifc&ed, 
bat remaine fecure in their condition $ 
they commonly grow to this defpe- 
rarecoEclufions that they hope God 
, will be raercifull unto thim ; if not, 
/ tht y cannot heV^e "vvAikfcvVvtfnan that! 
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had on his Target the pi#ure of God 
and the DeviH •' under the firft he wrir, 
Si in non vis> if thou mlt rot j under the 
Other be writ > Jffc togiut , hire's one 
mil. 

Ninthly > becaufe men bring not 
their, hearts undo: the hammer of 
Gods word to he broken , they never 
bring th?ir confeiences to be cut. 
Hence they goc on ft ill fecurely with 
fettered confeiences, Men pir them- 
felves abcue the word,and their hearts 
above the hammer, they come not to 
have .the Minifkr rp humble them,but 
to judge of bm\or to pick forwe pretty 
. fine thing out ot the word, and fo re- 
maine fecure fbttsall their d^yes t for 
if ever thy heart be broken , and thy 
confeience be awaked, the word mu ft 
doe it : but people are fo Sermon- 
uodden, that their hearts, like foot- 
paths, g r ow hard by the word. 

•Tcnthly, becauft men confide* not 
of Gods wrath daily, nor the horrible 
nature of finnei men chew not the(e 
pills : hence they never come to be af- 
ft&d nor awakened. . 



**. 



X'4f.9< 



il 



Rta[At>, 



1 

I 



< 



z z ij. i The Sincere Qmtvert. 






Vfc. < Awaken therefore all you fecutc 
I creatures 5 fecle your mifery , that fo 
you may get out of it.Doft thou know 
thine eftate is naught, and thac thy 
condemnation Will be fearcfull, if ever 
thou doft perib j and is thine heart 
fecretly fecure, fo damnably dead, fo 
defperately hard , that thou haft no 
heart to come out of k : wharrrib figh, j 
no teares * canft thou carry all thy j 
finnes upon thy back, MVtSdmfftn the 
gates of the Citie, and make a light 
matter of them i Doft thou fee hell 
fire before thee, and yet wilt venture i 
art thou worfe than a beaft which we 
cannot beate nor drive into the fire, if 
there be any way to efcapc : oh get 
thine heart to lament & mournc under 
thy miferies, who knowes then but the 
Lord may pittie thee ? But oh hard 
heart ! thou canft mournc for lolTes 
and cro(Ies,burning of goods and hou- 
fes, yetthotttbGodbeloft, and his' 
image burnt oowne, and all is Rone, 
thou canft not mouroe. If thine heart 
were truely afftfted, the pillow would 
be wafhed with xhy teases^ and the 
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wife in thy boforae would be wicncflc 
to thine heart-breakings in cud- night 
for thofe finnes which have grieved 
the Spirit of God many a time, thou 
eouldeft not fleepe quietly, nor com- 
fortably without affurance. If you 
were ficke to death, Phyfitians mould 
bear e how you doe j and if you were 
humbled, wc fhould have you in the 
bitteracfle of your fpirit cry out, Wbst 
Jb*B we die ? but know ir, thou mud 
mourne here or in hell. If God broke 
Davids bones tor his adultery ,and the 
Angels backes for their pride ; the 
Lord, if ever he faves thee,will breake 
thine heart too. 

£*tft. But thou wilt fay, how (hall 
I doe to get mine heart affc&ed with 
mymifery? 

o/«/». Take a full view of thy mi- 
fery. 2. Take fpeciall norice of the 
Lords readinefle and willingncffe to 
receive thee yet unto mercy •, for, two 
things harden the heart, i . falfe hope : 
whereby a man hopes, he is not Co bad, 
as indeed he is. 2. No hope ; whereby 
a man when he feeth himfelfe To noto- 
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riotifly bad, think* there is do wilting, 
j nefle inthe Lord toflrdoti of receive 
fuch a monfter of men to mercy $ and 
if neither the hammer canbreske thy 
ftoflf lKart,«or the Sunfliine of mercy 
melt it, thou halt aft heart worfe then 
the Devi II, and art a fffe&fele of the 
grcateft mifery. i. In regard of fitme, 
a. In regard of Gods wrath. 

Firft, in regard of finne. Thou haft 
finned, and that grievoufly againft a 
great God, thou raakeft no great mat* 
rerof this : No, but though it be no 
loade tothce, it's a loade on the Lords 
heart, I fa. j. a 4. and tim twill come 
he will make the whole {inrull world 
by Rivers of fire and bloud to know 
what an evill ft «r. 

For 1. In every (in thou doft ftrike 
God, a M d fling a dagger at the heart of 
Cod. 2. In every fin thou doft fpighe 
againft God: for if there were but one 
oneiy thing wherein a man could doe 
his friend a difpleafure, was not here 
fpjght feer.e if be did that thing? Now 
re I f me, bath not the Lord beene a 
good friend unto thee * Tell mee, 
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wbcrcio bath hee grieved thee i and 
tell me, in what one thing canftthou 
pleafe thedevill, and doe God adi£ 
bleafure, but by finne t yet O hard 
heart, thoumakeft nothing of it; but 
confider thirdly ,tn every fin thou doft 
difthrone God, and fetteth thy felfea, 
bovc God : for in every finne, this 
que fl ion is pur, whofe will ihaU be 
done, Gods, will or mans i Now man 
by finne fetsup his owne will above 
the Lords, and fo kicks God, (bkC- 
| fed for ever , adored of millions of 
Saints and Angels ) as filth under 
his feet. What, will this breake your 
hearts i 

Confider then of Gods wrath j the 
certainty of it, theunfupportablcncu*e 
of it>how that dying in thy firtnes, and 
fecure eftatejtjhdllfill', for when men 
cry, Peace, Peace, then commeth fad. 
den detraction atuBawaresjpray there- 
fore to God to reveale this to thee, 
that thine heart may breake under it. 
Secondly, confider of the Lords mer* I kv.j, 
cy and readineile to fave thee, who * * 
bach prepared mercy, and intreates 
. Qjt ta&V 
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thee to rake ic 9 and waiteth every day 
for thee ro chat end. 

The chird Reafbn of mans ruineis, 
that c small confidence, whereby men 
feeke ro fave t hemfelves,arkl to foam- 
ble out of their itiifcrable eftate by 
their ovvne duties and performance?, 
when they doe feele themfelves mile- 
rablerthe foale doth as rhofe #0/^.13. 
men when they be wounded and trou- 
bled,they ne vej look afterjefus Chrift, 
but goe to their ownc waters to heale 
themfelyes; like hunted Harts when 
the arrow is in them, Rom. 9. 3 1, 32, 

For the opening of this point, I (hall 
(hew you thefc two things. 



1. Wherein this refting in Du- 
ties appeares. 

a. Why doe men reft in them- 
felves. 



Fir ft, this refting in Da/iYr, appeares 
in thefe Eleven degrees. 

1. The foule of a poore (inner , if 
ignfcramly bred and brought up, refts 
confidently m fu^erftitiqus vanities. 
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Aske a devout Papift , how he hopes 
to be faved 5 he willanfwer, By his 
good workes. But enquire farther $ 
what are thefe good workes : why, for 
the rnoft part fupcrftitious Odes of 
their owrte inventions ( for the Crow 
thinkes her owne bird faircft ) as 
whipping themfelves, pilgrimage, fa- 
rting, mumbling over, their Pater- 
nofters, bowing downe to Images 
andCrofles. 

2. Now thefe being banilbed from 
the Church and Kingdome, then men 
ftand upon their titular profeflion of 
the true Religion, although they be 
Devills incarnate in their Lives. Look 
up and down the Kingdome,y ou (hall 
fee fome roaring, drinking , dicing, 
carding, whoring in Tavernes and 
blind Alehoufes 5 others belching out 
their oathes, their monthes ever ca- 
lling out like fugixg St*s filthy frothy 
fpeeches:others,Uke/yi«jr/r,fcohTng I 
at the beft men, yet thefe are confident 
they fliall be faved* Why, ( they fay) 1 
they are no Papifts , bang them, they 
J will die for their Religion, and rathot I 
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borne than turne againe by the grace 
of God. Thus the Jewcs boafted, they 
Were Ahrdiam [cede : fo our carnall 
people boaft: Am not I a good Pro- 
tefttnt ? am not I baptized i doe I not 
live in the Church, and therefore re. 
(ling here, hope to be faved? I re- 
member a judge, when one pleaded 
once with him for his life, that hee 
might not be hanged,becaufle he was a 
Gentlemanjhctold him,that therefore 
bee ihpuld have the Gallowes made 
higher for hitnjfo when thou pleadeft, 
I am a Chrulian and a good Proteftant 
f yet thou wile drinke, and fweare, and 
whore, neglec? p«*yer, and break 
Gods Sabbath) and therefore thou 
hopeft to be Caved; 1 tell thee thy con- 
demnation fljall be greater, and thy 
plagues in hell the heavier. 

3. If men have no peace here, then 
they fly to,and reft in the goodnefle of 
their inudes : you fliall have many a 
man,whom if you follow to his cham- 
ber, you fliall finde very devout, and 
they pray heartily for the mercy of 
God, ana forgivencfle of finnes .» bat 
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follow them out of their Chambers, 
watch their difcourfes, you (hall findc 
it frothy and vaioe, and now and then 
powdered with fdith and troth ,*nd ob- 
fccnc fpecches. Watch them when 
they are croft, you mall fee them as 
angry as Wafpes, and fwell like Tur- 
kics, and fo fpit out their venome like 
Dragons. Watch them in their jour- 
ney es, and you (hall feethem (hoot in- 
to an Ale- ho ufe, and r 'trfere fwill and 
fwagger, and be familiar with the 
(cummc of the countrey for propbanc- 
nefle, and halfe dronke too fomerimes. 
Watch them on the Lords day, take 
them out of the Church once, and fet 
afide their beft clothes , they are the 
fame then as at another time 5 and be- 
caufe they muft not worke nor fport 
that day, they thinke they may with a 
good confcienee fleepe the longer on 
the morning. Asfce now , fuchV men 
how they hope to be faved , fcein 
their Jives are fo bad ; they fay,thoug 
they make not fuch mews, they know 
what good prayers they make in pri- 
vate, their hearts they fay are good. 1 1 
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cell ye brethren,hc that truftetb to his 
owpc heart, and his good deu*res,and 
fo refteth in them, is a foole, 1 have 
heard of a man that would haunt the 
Tavernes and Theaters, and whore- 
houfes at Ltndt* all day, but he durft 
not goe forth without private prayer 
in the morning) and then would fay at 
his departure j now devill doe thy 
worft, and fo ufcd hisprayersUs many 
doe ) onely ascharms and fpd$ againft 
the poore weake cowardly devil!, that 
they thinke dares not hurt them, fo 
long as they have good hearts with- 
in them, and good prayers in the 
chamber | and hence they will goe 
neare to raile againft the Preacher as an 
harfli Matter, if he doe not comfort 
them with this, that God accepts of 
their good defires. 

4. If their good hearts cannot quiet 
them, but conscience tells them, they 
are unfound withour,and rotten at core 
within, then men fall upon reforma- 
tion j they will leave their whoring, 
drinking,coiening,gaming,company- 
£eeping,fwearing, and fuch like roa- 
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ring ftnnes, and now all the Countrey 
faith, he is become a new man, and he 
himfelfe thinkcs he (hall be faved, 
2 Pet.2* ao.they e tope the pollutions 
of the world, as fwine that arc efcaped 
and wafhed from outward filth,yetxhe 
fwinUh nature remaines ftilljlikc Man- 
nets that are going to fotne dangerous 
place, ignoraotly, if they meet with 
ftdrmes, thfcy goe not backward, but 
caft out their goods that indanger their 
(hip, and (b goe forward ft ill : fo many 
a man going towards Itell, is forced to 
caft out his lufts and finnes, but he go- 
eth on in the fame way ftill for all that. 
The wildeft beafts fas Staggs ) if they 
be kept waking from fleepe long, will 
grow tame : fo confcicnce giving a 
man no reft for fome finncs he liveth J 
in, he groweth tame j He that was a 
wild Gentleman before, remaines the 
fame man ftiU > opcly he & made tame 
now ( that is ) civiU and ftnooth in his 
s whole coUrfe, and "fcttce they reft in 
reformation : which 'reformation is 
commonly bm of fotrte troublefbitve 
finnc, and it is.becatift tb*y thirike it is I 
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wee fee among many people, if they 
have large affe&ions, they thinkethey 
are in good favour ; it they want them, 
they thinke then they are caft-awayes, 
when they cannot mourne, nor be af- 
i e&ed as once they wereJbecauCe they 
reft in them. 

6. If they have no reft here* then 
they turne m$r*ll mem, that is, ftri& in 
all the duties of the morall law, which 
is a greater matter than reformation or 
humiliation, that is, they grow very 
juft and fquare in their dealings with 
men,and exceeding ftri& in the duties 
of the firft Table towards Godjas/*- 
fi»g> frtjer, hesrin^,, reading , obfo- 
ving the sMah: and thus the Pbs- 
riftit lived, and hence they are cal- 
led the jtriit fe& eftbe tlmrifees. Take 
heede you miftake me not, I. fpeake 
not againft ftri<anefle,but againeft reft- 
isg in it, for except your righteo«fncffc 
exceed theirs, you mall not enter into 
the Kingdome of Heaven. Yoirfhall 
findethefc men fly from bafeperfoos 
and places like the Pcft-hottfes, com- 
mend the beft. tay»V&> cq downe the 
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finnes of the time,and cry againft civill 
or raorall raen(the eye fees not it felfe) 
and cry up zeale and fofwardnefle. 
Talke with him about many moral! 
duties , that are to be done towards 
God or man, he will fpeak well about 
the excellency and neceflitie of it, be- 
caufe his trade and skill whereby he 
hopes to get his living and earne eter- 
nail life, liech there j but fpeake about 
Chnft,and living by faith in him and 
from him, & bottoming the fbule up. 
on the Promifes ( pieces of Evangeli- 
call righteoufneifc •) he that is very skil- 
ful! in any point of controv?rfie, is as 
ignorant almoft as a be <ft when he is 
examined here } hence if Mini/ters 
preach igainft the finnes of the time, 
rheycanendit forafpcciali Sermon, 
fas it happily defei ves roo;but lee him 
fpeake of any fpirituall inward foule- 
working point, theygoe away , & fay, 
he was in their judgement confuted 
and obfctrte, for their parts they un- 
derftoodfhem not, (Beloved)p inures 
are pretty things to look on,and that's 
all the goodnefle of themjfo thefe m&n 
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are ( as Chrift looked on and loved 
the Darurall yong man in the GofpelJ 
and that's all their excellency. You 
know,in Hoahs floud, all that were not 
in the Arke, though they did climbe 
and get to the top of the taJleft moun- 
tains, they were drowned : fo labour 
to climbe never fo high in moralitie, 
and the duties of both Tables, if thou 
goeft not into Gods Arke,the Lord Je- 
I fus Chrift, thou art fure to perifli eter- 
nally • 

. 7. If they Jhave no reft here in their 
mrditity they grow hot within, and 
turne marvellous zealous for good 
caufes and courfes, and there they flay 
and warme themfelves ac their owne 
fire : thus 9W, Philip. 3. 6. was zea- 
lous and there rcftcd. They will not 
live as many doe, like fnailes in their 
(hells , but rather than they will be 
damned for want of doing , they are 
content to give away their effete, chil- 
dren , any thing almoft to gee par- 
don for the finne of their faule, Mich. 

/ 8. If they findtvo Y&to&ttoai hence, 
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but ate forced to fee and fay , when 
they have done all, they are unprofita- 
ble fervants, and they unne in all that 
which they doe 5 then they reft in that 
which is like unto Evangelical! Obedi- 
ence 5 they thinke ttfpleafe God by 
ih'durning for their failings in their 
good duties, defirittg to be better, and 
promifing for the time to come to be 
fb, and therein reft , Deut . 5 . ig. 

9. If they feele a want of all thfcfe, 
then they dig within themfelves for 
power to leave finne 5 power to be 
more holy and humble, and fb thinke j 
to worke out themfelves in time, oiit 
of this eftarc, and fo they digge fqr 
pearles in their owne dunghills* and 
will not be beholding to the Lord 
Jefus , to live on him in the want of 
all j they thinke tofet up themfelves 
out of their owne dock Without Jefus 
Chrift , and fo as the Prophet tirfea 
fpeakes 14. 3, 4. thinke to fave them- 
felves by their riding on ff or fes,( that is ) 
by their owne Abilities. 

1 • If they feele no helpe here,ther\ 
they goe unto Ghrift for grace and I 
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power to leave finne and do better, 
whereby they may feve therafelvesj 
and fo they live upon Chrift that they I 
may live of therafelves 5 they go unto 
Chrift they get not int§ Chrift,P/i/.&. 
34, 35. like hirelings that goe for 
power to doe their worke, that they 
may earne their wages : A child of 
God contents hirafelf with, and lives 
upon the inheritance it felfc, the 
Lord in his free mercyhath given him. 
But now wee (hall fee many poore 
Cbriftians that runne in the verie 
roade , the Papifts devoutly goe to 
Hell in. 

' Firft, the Papift willconfefte his 
*T*i.tery>that he is ("and all men are ) by 
nature 5 child of wrath , and under the 
power of fib and Satan. 

Secondly, they hold Chrift is the 
onely Saviour* 

Thirdly , that this Salvation is not 
by any RighteoufncjTe in a Chrift, but 
Righteoufheffe from a Chrift, onely 
by giving a man power to doe, and 
phen dipping mens doings in hisbJoud, 
hemerits theit life. Thus the wifeft 
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and devouteft of them profeflfe, as I 
am able to manifeft ; juft fo doe many 
Chriftians live, Firft, They feele 
themfclves full of finne, and, are 
fometimes tyred and weary of their 
lives , for their vile hearts, and they 
finde no power to hclpe themfclves. 
Secondly,Hercupon hearing,that one- 
ly Chrift can fave them, they goc un- 
to Chrift to remove tbefe finncs that 
tyre them and load them , -that he 
would enable them to doe better than 
formerly. Thirdly, If they get thefe 
finnes fubdued and removed , and if 
they finde power to doe better, than 
they hope they fhall be faved. Where- 
as thou mayeft be damned and goe to 
the Devill at laft , although thou doft 
efcape all the pollutions of the w&ld, 
& that not from thy felfeand ftrength* 
but from the knowledge of Iefus 
Chrift, 2 Pet. 2.20.1 fay woe to you 
forever, if you die in this eftate, ic is 
with our Chriftians in this cafe, as it is 
with the Ivy , which clafpes and grow- 
cth about the tree, and draws foyfrofo 
the tre i e,but it growes not one wftfe ^n^ 1 
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tree , becaufe it is not ingrafted into 
the tree : fp many a foule commeth to. 
I Chrifi, to fuck juice from Chrift to 
maintalne his owne berries, ( his ownc 
ftocke of grace y ) alas, he is but Ivy, he 
is no member or branch of this tree, 
and hence he never groweth to be one 
with Chrift. 2. Now the reafons why 
men reft in their duties arc thefe, 

Firfh Becaufe it's naturall to a man 
out of Chrift to doe fq. Jtdam and 
all his pofteritie was to be fayed by his 
doing , Dot this and live, workc and 
here is the wagesjwinne life and weare 
it : Hence all his pofteritie feeke* to 
this day to be faved by doing •, 1& C &- 
ther, like fonne. Now to come out of 
all duties truely to a Chrift, hath qot 
fo jpuch as a cpate in innocent , much 
leffe corrupted 'nature > hence men feefce 
to themfelves : how as it is with a 
bankrupt, when his ftocke is fpent and 
his eftate crackr, before he will turnc 
Prentice, or live upon another, he 
will turne Pedler of fmall wajes 5 and 
fo follow his old trade with a lefle 
ttocke : fonjen natutttty folloiy their 
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old trade of doing , and hope to get 
their living that way : and hence men 
having no experience of trading wich 
Chrift by fiith, live of themfelves* 
Sampfon,vjhcn all his ftrength was loft, 
would goe to ihake himfelfe as at other 
times ; fo when mens ftrength is loft, 
and God and grace is loft,yet men will 
goe and try how they can live by fhifts 
and working for themfelves ftill. 

Secondly 5 Becaufe men are igno- 
rant of Jefus Chrift and his righteouf- 
nefle 5 hence men cannot goe unto him, 
becaufe they fee him not 5 hence they 
fliift as well as they can for themfelves 
by their duties, $obn 4. 14. men fecke 
to fave themfelves by their own fwim- 
niing, when they fee no cable caft out 
to helpc them* 

Thirdly, Becaufe this is the eafieft 
way to comfort the hearr, and pacific 
confeience, and topleafe God as t the 
foule thinkes $ becaufe by this mettles 
a man goes no further than hinafeife. 
Now in forfaking all duties , a foyle 
goeth to heaven quite out of him^IJfe, 
and there be rauft waite miny a y$are, 
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and that for a little it may be. Now 
if a fainting man have Aquavit* at his 
beds bead, he will not kftocke up the 
(hop- keeper for it. Men that have a Bal- 
fome of their ovyne to heale them, will 
hot goe to the Phyfitian. 

Fourthly, becaufe by rerrue of thefel 
duties a man may hide his fin, and live 
quietly in his fin, yet be accounted an 
honeft man : as the whore in the Pro.n* 
15, 1 6, having performed hervowes, 
can intice without fufpition of men, or 
check of confciencejfo the Scribes and 
Pharifees were horribly covetous,but 1 
their long prayers covered their defor- 
mities, Mttth. 23. 14. and hence men 
fet their duties at a higher rate than 
they are worth,th inking they fliall fave 
them , becaufe they are fo ufefull to 
them. Good duties, like new appar- 
rell <*n a man purfued with Hue and 
Cry of confidence, keep him from be, 
ing^knbwne. 

Trfke heede of refting in duties' 
G6VM duries are mens money, without 
w^ich they thinkc themfelves poore 
and'Sjfciferaole •, buttaYfcYfct& ^toafc-jw* 
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and y**r money per ifh not together, Gal. 
5 # 3. The paths to Hell be but two. 
The firft is the path offinnc, which is a 
dirty way. Secondly, the path of 2*0- 
ties t wlvch ( retted in ) is but a clearei 
way. When the Jfraelites were in di- 
ftrefTe,^^. 10. 14. The Lord bids 
them goe to the Gods they ferved : fo 
when thou (halt lie howling on thy 
death-bed, the Lord will lay j Goe 
unto the good prayers and performances 
you hare made,and the teares you have 
(bed. Oh they will be raiferablc com- 
forters at that day . 

objeft. But I thinke thou wilt fay, 
no true Chriftian man hopes to be Hi- 
ved by his good workes and duties, 
but onely by the mercy of God and 
merits of Ch rift. 

i^Jnfip. It is one thing to truft to be 
faved by duties, another thing to reft 
in duties. A man trufts unto them, 
when he is of this opinion, that one- 
ly good duties can fave him. A man 
refts in duties, when he is of this opi- 
nion, that onely Chrift can fave hin* 
but in bis pra&ife he goeth alms. \& 
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fave himfdfe. The wifeft of the Pa- 
piftsarefoat this day, and fo are our 
common Proteftants. And this is a 
great fubtilty of the hearr,that is,when 
a man thinkes he cannot be faved by 
his good workes and duties, but onely 
by Cbrift : he then hopech, becaufe he 
is of this opinion > than when he htth 
dene til, he is an unprofitable few am ; 
( which is onely an aft or works of the 
judgement informed aright )t hat there- 
fore, becaufe he is of this opinion , he 
(ball be fayed. 

But, becaufe it is hard for to know 
whqi a man refts in duties, & few men 
finde themfeives guiltie of this (inne, 
which ruines fo many : I will (hew 
two things. 

i. The fignes of a man refting in 
I duties. 

z. The inefficiency of all duties to 
fave men. That fo thofe that be found 
guilty of this fin,may not goe on in it. 
Firft , For the fignes whereby a man 
may certainly know 3 when he refts in 
hk duries,which if he doe,(as few pro- 
feirors efpseiaUyiWth&y doe) he pe- 
i-'lh 2th ctcrtuUy. 3^ 
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Firft, Thofe that neveityedaw they signet 
refted in thcm,they that never found it 
an hard matter to come out of their du- 
ties. For it's moft natural! for a man to 
fticke in them, becaufe nature fets men 
upon duties 5 hence it is a hard matter 
to come out of retting in duties. For 
two things keepe a man from Chrift. 

i.Sinne^ z.Selfc. Now as a man 
is broken offfromfinm by feeing and 
feeling it, and groaning under the pow- 
er of it : fo is a man broken from bim- 
felfe. For men bad rather doe any thing 
than come unto Ghrift, there is fuch 
adeale?f/r//tinthem 5 therefore if 
thou canft not tell the time when thou 
didfkreft in thy duties, and then did. 
deftgroane to be delivered from thefe 
intanglements, ( I meane not from the 
doing of them, this is familifme, and 
ptophanenefTe, but from rc&ing in the 
bare performance of them, ) thou doft 
relye Mpon thy duties to this day. 

Thefe reft in duties, that prize the 
bare performance of Duties wonder- 
fully ; for thofe duties that carry th|e 
out of thy fdfe unto Qirift,make thee 
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to prize Chrift. Now cell me , doft 
thou glory in thy felfc i now I am 
fome-body. I was ignorant, forget/nil, 
hard-hearted , now I undcrftand and 
remember better, and can forrow for 
my finnes ; if thou doeft reft here, thy 
duties never carried thee further than 
thy felfc. Doft thou thinke after that 
thou haft prayed with fbme life, now 
I have done very well, and now thou 
doft verily thinke ( meaning for thy 
duties) the Lord will fave thee though 
thou never come to Chrift,& fay eft as 
he in another cafe j now I hope the Lord 
will doe good to me, feeing I have got a 
Prieft into mine houje, Judg. 17. 1 3 . Doft 
thou inhance the price of duties thus, 
that thou doft doate on them, then I 
doe pronounce from God, thou doft 
reft in them :thefe things (faith Paul) I 
accounted gaine, (that is, be fore his con* 
verfionto Chrift, he prized them ex* 
cecdinglyjbut now I account thcmloffc : 
and this is the reafon why achilde of 
God commonly after all his prayers, 
r£tres and oonfeffions, doubts much of 
Gods love towatdsVv\xM^\vtx^^»^- 
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ther man that falleth fliort of him, ne- 
ver queftioneth hiseftatejthe/r/? fecth 
much rottenneffc and vilendTe in his 
bed duties, and fo judgeth meanly of 
him felfe : the ether ignorant of the vile- 
nefle of them > prizeth them and eftee- 
meth highly of them, and fctting his 
come at fo high a price, he may keepe 
them to himfelfej the Lord never 
accepteth them,nor buyeth them at fo 
high a rate. 

Thirdly, thofe that never came to be j 
fenfible of their poverty & utter empti 
neflc of all good : for fo long as a man 
hath a penny in his purfefthat is)feeles 
any good in himfelfe, he will never 
come a begging unto Jefus Chrift, and 
therefore refts in fo»/r//:Now didft 
thou never f cele thy felfe in this man. 
ner poore, <viz>. I am as ignorant as any 
beaft, as vile as any devillj O Lord, 
what aneaft and litter of fin and rebel- 
lion lurks in my heart. I once thpught 
at leaft, mine heart and defires were 
good, but now I feele no fpiritualUife* 
Oht dead heart, I am the pooreft, vi- 
left, bafeft, and blindcft creature mat 
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ever lived* If thou doeft not thus feele 
thy fclfe poore, thou never earned; out 
of thy d»tiesi&Qt when the Lord briag- 
eth any man to Chrift,he bringeth him 
erapty,that fo he may make bim behol- 
ding to Chf ift for every farthing token. 
Fourthly, thofe that gaine no Eva*, 
gelicall righteoufneffe by duties, reft in 
duties^ fay,Evangelicall righteoufnes, 
that is, more prizing of acquaintance, 
with defire after, loving and delighting 
in union with the Lord ]efus Chrift : 
for amorall man may grow in UggJl 
righteo*fneJfe % ( as the ftony and thorny 
ground feede, fprang up and increafed 
much,and came neereunto maturity,) 
and yet reft in duties all this whilejfar, 
as it is with tradefmen,chey reft in their 
buying and felling, though they make 
no gaine of their trading : now Jefus 
Chrift is a Chriftians gaine,P/>/7.i.2 1. 
and hence a childe of God askes him- 
felfr after Sermo»,zftct frtyer&i ter Sa- 
crament ,whit have I gained of Chrift? 
I have! get more knowledge of Chrift, more 
admtrtngefthe Lord Refits ? \A0v1 *cat- > 
^/mIJ heart that refts in his &uu«>»Vsxk 
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tcly what he hath doners the Pbari- 
f ,* / th&nk t God I am not as other men, 
fdfttmcc a tveeie, I give almes^ and 
e like, and thinkes verily he ihall be 
yed,becau(e hef M^and becaufe he 
*/r.r,and becauie he reformes,and be- 
ufe hcforrowes for his finnes, that is, 
f becaufe of the gaining of Chriftin 
luty ,but becaufe of his naked perfor- 
ance of the duty, and fo they are like 
at man, that I have heard of , that 
ought verily he fhould be rich, be- 
ufe he had got a Wallet to beg : fo 
en, becaufe they performe duties, 
kinJce verily they {hall be faved. No 
ch.matter, let a man have a Bucket 
adeofgold, doth he thinke to get 
ater, becaufe he hath a Bucket i No, 
3, hemuftletitdowBifttotbeWell, 
: draw up water with itfo rauft thou 
t downe all thy duties into Chrift, & 
raw life and light from his fulncfle, 
fc though thy duties be goltkn du- 
es, thou fhak perifti without Chrift. 
yhen a man hath bread in his Wal!f t, 
id got Water in his Bucket, he mav 
oldly fay, To long as thefe laft, Ifhatx 
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not famifh : fo may ft thou fay, when 
thou haft found and got Chrift, in the 
performance of any duty, fo long as 
Chrifts life lafteth, I (hall live, as long 
as he hath any wifdome or power, fo 
long (hall I be dire&ed and enabled in 
well doing. 

Fifthly, ifthv duties make thee fin 
more boldly, thou doft then reft in du- 
tiesjfor thefe duties which carry a man 
out of himfelf unto Chrift, ever fetch 
power againft finnejbut duties that a 
man refts in, arme him and fence him 
in his finne, lf$. 1. 14. A cart that hath 
no wheeles to reft on, can hardly be 
drawne into the dirt, but one that. -hath 
wheeles, commeth loaded through it; 
fo a child of God that hath no wheels, 
no duties to reft upon, cannot willingly 
be drawn into finne : but another man, 
though he be loaden with finne (even 
foractimes againft his confidence ) yet 
having duties to beare him up , goeth 
merrily on in a finfull courie, & makes 
n$ bones of finne : when we fee a bafe 
xjnan revile a great Prince,& ftrike him, 
hrc fay, Surely he durft not doe it, un- 
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Icffc he had fome body to bcare him 
out in it, that he refts and trufts unto : 
fo when we fee men finne againft the 
great God,faeconceiVe,certainly they 
durft not doe ir, if they had not fome 
duties to beare them out ici it, and to 
encourage them in their way, that they 
truftuhto. 

For,rakea prophane man 3 what makes 
himdrink/weare,cozen 3 game,whore* 
Is there no God co puniih* Is there no 
hell hot enough to torment i are there 
no plagues to confound him<yes,why 
finneth he then Cot Oh / he prayech to 
God for forgiyentrfle , and forroweth, 
and repents in fecrct (as he faith ) and 
this bear es him out in his lewd pranks. 
Take a morall mail, he knowes he 
hath his failings and his finne s, as the 
beft have, and is overtaken fometimes 
as the beft arc ; why doth he'not re- 
move thefe finnes then? He confefleth 
them to God every morning vbheh he 
rifeth j why is he not more humbled 
under his finne then i the reafon is$4jc [ 
conftantly obferveth morning & cve^i 
ning prayer, & then he craves forgive^ T 
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•nefle for his failings, by which cour 
he hopes he makes his peace with God 
and hence he (inneth without 
and rifeth out of his falls into (inn 
without forrow. And thus they fee an 
maintaine their finnesby their duties— 
and therefore reft ih duties. 

Sixthly, chofe that fee little of thei : 
vile hearts by duties^ reft in their du 
ties: For if a man be brought nearer 
Chnft, and to the light, by duties, h 
will i py out more moats 5 for the mor 
a man participates of Chrift,his healcl*^ 
and life , the more he feeleth the vile 
nefle and ficknt ffe of finne. As P** 
when he rcfted in his duties before!* 
converfion , before that the Ltw h 
humbled him. bevtAsdive^ that is, *„ 
thought himfelfe a found man,becaufc 
his duties covered his finnes, like fig 
leaves. Therefdre ask thine own heart 
I if it be troubled fometimes for finne 
and if after thy praying and forrowing^S 
thou doeft grow wel^and thinkeft thy- --- 
fel fe fafe,and fceleft not thy felfe morc^; 
vfle. If it be thus, I tell thee,thy dtttU 
ie but fig- leaves to co\tt Asj 







~v«* 



The Sincere Qomiert. 



neflc, and the Lord will find thee oue^ 
and unmaske thee one day, and woe to 
thee, if chou doft perifli here* 

Secondly, Therefore behold the 
infufficiency of all duties to fave us j 
Which will appeare in tbefe three 
things , which 1 fpeake that you may 
learne hereafter never to reft in duties. 
Firft,Confidcr thy beft duties axe tain- 
tedjpoyfonedjand mingled with fome 
finne, and tl^refore are mod odious in 
the eyes of an holy God, (nakedly and 
barely confidered in themfelves (for if 
the beft a&ions of Gods people be fiU 
thy,as they come from them,then to be 
(ure, all wicked mens aftions are much 
more filthy and polluted with fin : but 
the firft is uue y Affo»r righteeufnejfe are 
as fit by ragges ;for as the fountaine is, 
fo is the ftreamejbut the fountain of all 
good a&ions,(that ifyhe hcart)\s min- 
gled partly with finjpartly with grace, 
therefore every action participates of 
fotne finne,which fianes are daggers at 
Gods heart, even when a man is pray- 
ing and begging for his life , therefore 
there is ho hope to be iaved by dutnj*. 
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Secondly , Suppofe cbou couldeft 
performe them without fin , yet thou 
couldeft not holdout in doing fo, Ifiij 
40,6. All fiejh and the glory thereof is but 
graffe. So thy beft a&ions would foone 
wither,if they were not perfed : and if 
thou canft not perfevere in performing 
ail duties perfe<3Iy , thou art for ever 
undone, though thou fliouldeft doe fo 
for a timcjlive like an AngeJ,fliine like 
a Sunne,and at thy laft gafpe have but 
an idle thought, commit the leaft fin, 
that one rocke willfinke thee downe 
even in the Haven, though never fo 
richly loaden^ one fin, like a pen -knife 
at the heart, will ftab thee $ one ftnne, 
like a li'tle firevftick in the thatch, wjll 
burne theejone ad of treafrin will hang 
thee, though thou haft lived never fo 
devoutly before, Bzek. 18.24. For it's 
a crooked life, when all the parts of 
choline of thy liifc, be not ftraight be- 
fore almtghtie God. 

Thirdly ,fuppofe thou fliouldeft fer- 

fev&*^ yet it's clcare, thou haft finned 

gtievoufly already,and doft thou think 

/ mine obedience for the time to come, 
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can fat is fie the Lord for all thofe Rents 
behind, for all thofe fins, paft i at can a 
man thatpayes his Rent honeftly eve. 
ry year,fathfie hereby for the old rent I 
not payed in rwenty yeares < all thy o- 
bedience is a new debt, which cannot 
fatisfie for debts paft* Indeed men may 
forgive wrong and debts becaufe they 
be but finite, but theleaft fin is an infi- 
nite evill,and therefore God mufi be [a- 
tufiedfov it. Men may remit debts, and 
yet remain men 5 but the Lord having 
faid, fhefoule that finnetbjhall die , gnd 
his truth being himfelfc, he cannot re. 
maine God,if he forgive it without fa- 
tisfa&ion.Thcrfore duries are but rot- 
ten crutches for a fbule to reft upon. 

But to what end fhould we ufeany 
duties i cannot a man be faved by his 
goocj prayers, nor for r owes y nor repent- 
ings ? what fhould we pray any more 
then * Letuscaft offall dutie$,if<ill are 
to no purpofe to fave us. As good play 
for nothing as worke for nothing. 

Though thy good duties cafosot 
fave thee, yet thy bad workes wft^ 
damne thee. Thou art therefore not to 
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caft off the duties , but thy r^frflg in 
thefe duties. Thou art not to caft them 
*»*;, but to caft them dotvne at the 
feet of Jefus C jirift, as they did their 
crownes. Rev. 4 a o, it i .Saying, if there 
be any good or graces in thefe duties, 
it's thine Lo*d, fork is the Princes fa- 
vour that exalts a man, not his bwne 
giftsjthey came from his good pleafiire. 
But thou wilt fayjto what end fhould 
I performe duties, if I cannot be faved 
by them < 

For thefe three ends* 

i* To carry thee to the Lord Jefus 
the oneiy Saviour, HeB.j.z^.hc onely 
is able tofave(W duties) all that come 
unto G6d(thatiSjih the ufe of means,) 
by him : heare a Sermon to carry thee 
to Jefus Chrift : Faft *n J pray, and get 
a full tide of affeflionsto them to car- 
ry thee to the Lord Jefus Chrift, (that 
is Jto get a more love to him,more ac- 
quaintance with him,more union with 
bj^Nc fo forro w for thy fins, that thou 
flayeft be more fitted for Chrift, that 
hou mayeft, prize Chrift the more; 
ufe thy duties* as NoaV s tatt &&ta& 
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•Kciia- .ctewiia, arc ^vxiicnpoo 
tTKro-wac o-nts, asdrett ccmcniedi 
] wit?, irfc nsked pcrforauocc of :bea, 

\ which are ccely har*i:n2K2 ro kadei 

{ r!.c louic unco toe L/xi Ienis Chnft ; 

w * 2 . St coto .y JJ "c i -:irs 2s eviiaices ot 
Xcss cveiuircz Ictc :c yoc wbeoi 
yea oe in Ctr. 1 •„ to: the graces and 
durin ot Goc« cecp'^al-hoesh ?hey 
be Lo~ci~-iks a vet :ruv bs tokens and 
r "edcrs- f aivi-.ioc :ocae in CLrift: 
sen a?e no-" U. w 1 am , bur oocly x- 
ccc>p any 3c fo/.cw fjch anu: 2s thi I 
I . beLvec, //*£ 6 9. Lerairicbaali r f 

. he waits in :be co rimifE :a o* a-v 00c . 
tlc^orcheoTMii »noranyonckaowa- 
duzy,or h *nc il ->\ e y ill fivo^red per- 
formance of CLtJe:, :his c?-i\ I layman 
o^veroslu-Ticcc wi:hou" tii::eringot 
him £ If *,**** i.??9 ? 12. Duties chce- ; 
fee ixiru cvidcrc.s and pledges of! 
fa!va:icn, ufe them co that end, and! 

. nuke nuc> of: hern chcitfore.as a man . 
I f/jrAarh txire evidence for his Lord- 

ii*p, becaufe hra\d norpcrchafe his 
fcorcihiru wAV tie ib^tl-tccift it a- i 
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way i no, no, becaufe it is an evidence I 
to aflfqre him that it is his owne, and fo 
to defend him againft all fuch as feeke 
to take it from him, he will carefully 
preferve the fame: fo becaufe duties do 
not fave thee,wiltthou caft away good 
duties?No, for they are evidences ( if 
thou art in Chrift ) that the Lord and 
mercy is thine owne.Wbmen will not 
caft away their love.tokens, although 
they are fuch things, as did not pur- 
chafe or merit the love of their huf- 
bads^but becaufe they are tokens of his 
love .therfore they will keep them fafe. 

JpK God the Father of our Lord vfe 3. 
Jefus Chrift may be honoured by the 
performance of thefe duties, therefore 
ufe them : Chrift fhed his bloud, that 
he might purchafe unto him Pel fc 4 feo- 
fk jealous of good workes , Tit. 2. 14. 
not to fave our foulcs by them, but to 
honour him. Oh i let not the bloud of 
Chrift be flied in vaine.Grace & good 
duties are a Chriftjans Crowne 3 it is 
fin onely makes a man bafe : nov^all 
a King caft away his Crowue^ bcon& 
he bought not his Kutgdouvt Vsl" % <& 
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No, becaufe it is his Ornament and 
glory to weareit, when he is made a 
King s fo I fay unto thee,ifs better that 
Ghrift ftiould be honoured, thai thy 
fouk faved ; and therefore perfonne 
duties, becaufe they honour the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Thus *[c thy duties, bat 
reft n*t in duties -, nay, goe out of du- 
ties,& match thy foule to the Lord Je- 
fus: take him for better & for worfe, fo 
live in him and upon him all thy dayes. 
Fourthly, By reafon of mans head- 
firong Prcfum prion or falfe faith, 
whereby men feeke to fave tfaem&Ives 
by catching hold on Chrift, when they 
fee an inefficiency in all duties to hcl pe 
them , and them(elves unworthy of 
mercy. For this is the laft & moft dan- 
gerous rock that thefe times are fplit 
upon. Men make a bridge of their own 
to "carry them to Chrift j I meanejtbey ! 
\ Iooke not after faith , wrought by an ' 
j omnipotent power, which the tterndl \ 
Epb.1.19. Sfgtf of the Lord Jdus muft vtrke in i 
1 <£em, but they cocent themfelves with 
I faith of their iwn firming and framing, 
I [and hence they tiftoke. N*\toj *snsL*». I 
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leeve, that Chrift is their fwcet Savi- 
our,and To doubt not but they ate fafe, 
when there is no fuch matter,but even 
as dogges they fnatch away childrens I 
bread, and fhall be (hut out of doores, 
( out of heaven hereafter for ever ) for 
their labour. 

AH men are of this opinion , that 
there is no felvation, but by the merits 
of Jefus Chriftjand becaufe they hold 
faft this opinion,therefore they thinke 
they hold faft Iefus Chrift in the hand 
of with, and foperifh by catching at 
their owne catch, and hanging on their 
owne fancy and fhadow. Some others 
catch hold of Chrift befor I they come 
to feelethe want of Faith and abilitie 
to beleeve, and catching hold on him 
(like duft on a mans coace whom God 
will (hake off, or like burrs and bryers 
cleaving to ones garment , which the 
Lord will trample under foot ) now 
they fay they thanke God , they have 
got comfort by this means,and though 
God kiHeth them, yet they wilt t> uft 
unto him, Mich. j. 1 1 . 
It is h this refpeft a baxfat totttet v* 
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convert a man in England than in lndia % 

for there they have no fuch fhifts and 

forrs againft our Sermons, to Cay they 

bcleeve in Chri(i alreadjLas mod a- 

mongft us doe : we cannctwrap off 

mens fingers from catching hold on 

Chrift before they be fit for him } like 

a company oftheevesin the ftreet,you 

(hall fee an hundred hands fc rambling 

for a jewell thar is fallen there , that 

I have leaft, nay nothing to doe with it. 

Every man faith almoft, 1 hope Chrift 

is mine, \ put my whole truft and con* 

fidence in him, and will not be beaten 

from this. Wfiat,muft a man defpaire i 

mift nota man truft unto Chrift^thus, 

men will hope and truft, though they 

have no ground, no graces to prove 

they may iay hold and claimc unto 

Chrift. This hope skared out of his 

wits, damnes thoufands, for I am per- 

fwaded if men did fee themfelves 

ChriftlefTe creatures, as well as finfull 

creatures, they would cry out, L$rd y 

njtffjhdll I die to befaved f 

f[ his faith \saprecious faith,* Pet. 1.2. 

precious things co&\istci\xc^& we fet 
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them at an high ratejif thy Faith be fo, 
it hath co ft thee many a prayer, many a 
fobjtnany a fait ceare.But ask rood men 
how they came by their faith in Chrift? 
they fay, Vety eafily : when the Lyon 
fleepes a man may lye and flcepe by ir, 
but when it awakens, woe to that man 
that doth fo:fo while God is filcnt and 
patient, thou mayeft befoole thy felfe 
with thinking thou doft truft unto GoJ} 
but woe to thecAvhcn the Loud ap. 
peares inhis wratb,as one day he will $ 
for by vcrtuc of this falfe faith, men 
ftntngt take Chrift as adifh-cloutro 
wipe rhem cleane againe, and that's all 
the ufe they have of this faith. They 
fin indeede, but they truft unto Chrift 
Jbr his mercy, and fo lye ftill in their 
finnes': God will revenge with blond 
gnd fire and plagues this horrible con- 
tempt from heaven. 
Hence tt^pny of you truft unto Chrift, 
as the Apricock tree that leanes againft 
the wall,but it's faft rooted in the earth: ' 
fo you leqpe upon Chrift for falvat^n, 
butyou are rooted in the w6rld,rootev' 
in your pride, rooted inyoUr filthineffe 
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(till. Woe to you if you perifh in 
eftate, God will hew you downe x 
ell for his wrath, what ever mad \ 
you have to be faved by Chrift. ". 
therefore f proclaime rronj the < 
of Heaven to you. i .you that never 
your felves as unable to beleeve 
dead man to raife himf elfe, you I 
as yet no faith at all. 2. You that w( 
get faith, firft muft feele your inab 
to beleevejand fetch not this flip 01 
thine own garden : it muft come do 
from Heaven to thy foule, if ever 1 
partakeft thereof. 

Other things Iftiould have fp< 
of this large fiibjeft, but I am fo 
here to end abruptlyjThe Lord lay 
this fin to their charge, who have { 
ped my mouth, labouring to with! 
the truth in unrighteoufaefle. And I 
fed be the good God, who hath fl 
by his unworthy fervant thus long 
bling him to leade you fo farre, s 
fliew you the rocies and dangei 

jjr paflage to another world. 
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